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Chapter I

INTRODUCTION 

The Social Sciences and Phenomenology

In  re s p o n s e  to  th e  d e b a te  c o n c e rn in g  th e  o b j e c t i v i t y  

and  id e o lo g y  o f  b e h a v io r a l  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e ,  t h i s  a u th o r  

w ro te  an e s s a y  c r i t i c i z i n g  A m erican  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  f o r  

p ro p o u n d in g  " n o n - s e n s e ,"  o r  c r e a t in g  and  f o s t e r i n g  a form  

o f  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c iz i n g  w hich  f u n c t io n s  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  some 

o f  th e  m o st i r r a t i o n a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  A m erican f o re ig n  and  do­

m e s t ic  p o l i c i e s . 1

"The m yth o f  p o l i t i c a l  b e n e v o le n c e "  and " th e  myth o f  

s c i e n t i f i c  o m n isc ie n c e "  was o p p o sed  in  th e  e s sa y  and i t  was 

c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  th e  p u r i t y  o f  know ledge i s  m e a n in g le s s  (non­

s e n s i c a l )  as  lo n g  as t h a t  know ledge i s  u se d  by s o c i a l  i n s t i ­

t u t i o n s  f o r  c e r t a i n  p r e s c r ib e d  p u rp o s e s .  H ence, s o c i a l  

k n o w led g e , w h e th e r  i t  be  s c i e n t i f i c  o r  n o t ,  h a s  a  v a lu e  f o r  

t h a t  s o c i e t y  and p la y s  a  f u n c t io n  w hich  can  m ost o f te n  be 

c a l l e d  i d e o l o g i c a l .

l n S ense  and N onsense i n  P o l i t i c s "  was o r i g i n a l l y  pub­
l i s h e d  i n  PS ( I I ,  No. 4 , F a l l ,  1 9 6 9 ) , 5 7 3-581 ; and in  M arvin  
S u rk in  and A lan  W olfe , e d s . ,  An End t o  P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e  (New 
Y ork: B a s ic  B ooks, 1 9 7 0 ), p p . 1 3 -3 3 . I t  i s  a ls o  r e p r i n t e d  in  
M ic h a e l W e in s te in ,  e d . , The P o l i t i c a l  E x p e r ie n c e  (New Y ork: 
S t .  M a r t in 's  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 2 ).
C h a p te r  V o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  a  r e v i s e d  and expanded  v e r s io n .
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T h ere  w ere num erous c r i t i c i s m s  o f  t h i s  e s s a y  by p o l i ­

t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s .  I t h i e l  de S o la  P o o l ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w ro te  

a h ig h ly  v i t u p e r a t i v e  a t t a c k  in  w hich  he a c c u s e d  th e  a u th o r  

o f  b e in g  a m isg u id e d  y o u n g e r  s c h o la r  who h a d  n o t  p r o p e r ly
2c a u g h t on to  th e  d r i f t  o f  th in g s .

T h is  a u th o r  re sp o n d e d  by w r i t i n g :

I t h i e l  de S o la  P o o l 's  r e j o i n d e r . . . c o v e rs  
f a m i l i a r  g ro u n d . We a lr e a d y  know th e  
b a s i s  o f  h i s  t h in k in g  -  i n c lu d in g  b o th  h i s  
" s c ie n c e "  and h i s  " id e o lo g y ."  He e x to l s  
t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  mode o f  s c ie n c e  
and  th e  e f f i c a c y  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  
s y s te m , as  w e l l  as i t s  p o l i c i e s  and p r i ­
o r i t i e s .  P r o f e s s o r  P o o l  i s  i n  t h e  m ain ­
s tr e a m  o f  A m erican  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  to d a y ,  
and f o r  th o s e  who s h a re  h i s  t r a d i t i o n  h i s  
r e j o i n d e r  u n d o u b ted ly  makes s e n s e .  What 
t h i s  i m p l ie s ,  i n  my v iew , i s  t h a t  w h e th e r  
o r  n o t  t h e r e  i s  f u l l  ag reem en t as  to  th e  
m an d arin  r o l e  o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  e sp o u se d  
by P o o l i s  o f  o n ly  se c o n d a ry  im p o r ta n c e  
s in c e  th e  o p t io n s  a r e  l im i t e d  by  th e  g iv e n  
s ta n d a r d  o f  r a t i o n a l i t y  as w e l l  a s  by th e  
c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o rld .

My e s s a y  i s  an  a t te m p t  to  a n a ly z e  t h i s  
p ro b lem  i n  s o c i a l  know ledge and t h e o r y .
I  h ave  t r i e d  t o  show th e  i r r a t i o n a l i t y  
o f  th e  sy s tem  o f  r a t i o n a l i t y  d e v e lo p e d  
i n  A m erican  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  i n  w hich  
s e n se  i s  r e a l l y  n o n - se n s e ,  s c ie n c e  i s  
r e a l l y  id e o lo g y .  P r o fe s s o r  P o o l 's  r e ­
jo in d e r  s e rv e s  t o  r e i n f o r c e  th e  co n n ec ­
t io n s  I  have  d e s c r ib e d  be tw een  " p o lic y "  
s c ie n c e  and  p o l i t i c a l  " s c ie n c e " .  He ad ­
m it s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  " R e s e a rc h e rs  i n  
any s c ie n c e  a re  seldom  v e ry  c l e a r  a b o u t 
th e  l o g i c a l  s t a t u s  o f  w hat th e y  a r e  d o in g .
T h a t  i s  an e x e r c i s e  l e f t  to  p h i lo s o p h e r s  
o f  s c ie n c e ."  T h is  a d m iss io n  t a l l i e s ,  o f

2
I t h i e l  de S o la  P o o l ,  "Some F a c ts  A bout V a lu e s ,"  

PS ( I I I ,  2 , S p r in g ,  1 9 7 0 ) , 1 0 2 -1 0 6 .

R ep ro d u c ed  with p erm ission  o f  th e  copyright ow n er. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout p erm ission .



www.manaraa.com

3

c o u rs e ,  w ith  h i s  view  t h a t ,  on th e  
one h a n d , s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  w i l l  be 
a b le  to  s u p p ly  th e  men o f  pow er w ith  
"a  way o f  p e r c e iv in g  th e  co n seq u en ces  o f  
w hat th e y  d o ,"  w h ile  on th e  o t h e r  h an d ,
" . . . t h e s e  v a r io u s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and l o g i ­
c a l  n o t io n s  t h a t  we h av e  b e e n  rev ie w in g  
d id  g e t  wound up in  th e  d a y - to -d a y  fram e 
o f  th o u g h t (o r  id e o lo g y  i f  you w ish ) o f  
p r a c t i c i n g  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  i n to  a 
h ig h ly  u s e f u l  s e t  o f  l i b e r a l  p r o f e s s io n a l  
n o rm s ."  The lan g u a g e  ch an g es from  one 
c o n te x t  to  th e  n e x t  b u t  th e  m eaning r e ­
m ains th e  same: th e  p u rp o se  o f  " s c ie n c e "  
o r  id e o lo g y  o r  " l i b e r a l  p r o f e s s io n a l  
norm s" i s  to  s e rv e  th e  men o f  p ow er.

My p e r s p e c t iv e  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  N ot b e c a u s e  i t  
may be  ju d g ed  more o r  l e s s  r a t i o n a l  o r  s c i ­
e n t i f i c ,  more o r  l e s s  i d e o l o g i c a l  o r  v a lu e ­
la d e n .  I t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  b e c a u se  I  h ave  ap ­
p l i e d  t o  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e ,  t o  id e o lo g y ,  and 
to  t h e o r e t i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  an a l t e r n a t e  
s ta n d a r d  o f  r a t i o n a l i t y .  My e s s a y  s k e tc h e s  
su ch  a new d i r e c t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e .  On 
t h i s  p o in t  I  hope th e r e  i s  no m isu n d e r­
s ta n d in g .  I n  any c a s e ,  w h a t i s  c e r t a i n l y  
c l e a r  to  me i s  how s u c c e s s f u l l y  th e  e x i s ­
te n c e  o f  th e s e  two w o rld s  in  a j o u r n a l  o f  
A m erican p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  r e f l e c t s  th e  
d i f f i c u l t y  any p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t  h as  i n  
e i t h e r  s in k in g  r a t i o n a l i t y  o r  r e s c u in g  i t . 3

M eant, o f  c o u rs e ,  was t h a t  a c tu a l ly  no r a t i o n a l  d ia lo g u e  

h ad  ta k e n  p la c e  n o r  c o u ld  one h a v e , f o r  th e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  two 

w o rld s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s c o u r s e  and p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  p r e ­

sumed t h a t  we c o u ld  o n ly  b a t t l e  a t  e a ch  o th e r  in  d e fe n s e  o f  

o u r  own p o in t s  o f  view .

O th e r  c r i t i q u e s  o f  th e  e s s a y  w ere fo r th c o m in g ,^  th e  up­

s h o t  o f  w h ich  h as  b een  to  r e i n f o r c e ,  by and l a r g e ,  some o f  th e

■ ^ "R a tio n a liz in g  th e  I r r a t i o n a l , "  PS ( I I I ,  3 , Summer, 
1970) , 450.

4
See D avid  K e t t l e r ,  "The V o c a tio n  o f  R a d ic a l  I n t e l l e c -
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more t r a d i t i o n a l  te n d e n c ie s  w i th in  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e ,  w h i le  

l e a v in g  t h i s  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l c r i t i q u e  r a t h e r  i s o l a t e d ,  a t  

l e a s t  in  te rm s  o f  i t s  im p a c t on th e  d i s c i p l i n e .  The same i s  

n o t  th e  c a se  i n  o th e r  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s  i n  th e  U .S . (as  w i l l  

be  docum ented b e lo w ) , w here a  s e r io u s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and  p o l i ­

t i c a l  movement i s  em erg in g  in  ways w hich  s u g g e s t  t h a t  pheno­

m enology, M arxism  and a  p o l i t i c s  o f  s o c i a l  change a re  coming 

t o g e t h e r . 5 The p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l movement i n  th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s  

r e p r e s e n ts  one r e c e n t  d e v e lo p m en t i n  s o c i a l  th e o ry  whose 

m ethodo logy  and  p o l i t i c a l  d i r e c t i o n  o f f e r  a  b a s i s  f o r  a new 

r a d i c a l  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  A m erican  p o l i t i c a l - e c o n o m ic  sy s te m .

t u a l s , "  P o l i t i c s  and S o c ie ty  ( I ,  1 , Novem ber, 1 9 7 0 ) , 2 3 -4 9 ; 
and B ruce E. W rig h t, "N orm ation  P r in c i p l e s  and P r e s c r ip t i o n s  
in  P o l i t i c a l  T h e o ry ,"  A m erican P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e  A s s o c ia t io n ,  
C o n v en tio n  p a p e r ,  19 70 , mimeo.

5F re d  D a llm a y r, a p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t ,  h a s  a rg u e d  
f o r c e f u l l y  f o r  a p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a l t e r n a t i v e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  
s c ie n c e  m e th o d o lo g y . See " E x i s t e n t i a l  Phenom enology and So­
c i a l  S c ie n c e ;  An O verview  and A p p r a is a l ,"  mimeo. How ever, 
m ost r e c e n t  work in  phenom enology and p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l M arxism  
h a s  b een  g o in g  on o u t s id e  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e .  See e s p e c i a l l y  
P e t e r  B e rg e r  and Thomas Luckmann, The S o c ia l  C o n s t ru c t io n  o f  
R e a l i t y  (G arden C i ty :  D o u b led ay , 1 966); H aro ld  G a r f in k e l ,  S tu ­
d ie s  1 ■ E thn o m eth o d o lo g y  (Englewood C l i f f s :  P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,
19 67) Aaron C ic o u re l ,  M ethod and M easurem ent i n  S o c io lo g y
(G lencoe: F re e  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 ); E rv in g  Goffm an, The P r e s e n t a t i o n  

o f  S e l f  i n  E veryday  L i f e  (G arden C i ty :  D o u b led ay , 19 59 );
R o llo  May e t  a l . , E x is te n c e  (New Y ork: Simon and S c h u s te r ,
1 9 5 8 ); R o llo  May, P sy c h o lo g y  and  th e  Human Dilemma ( P r in c e ­
to n :  Van N o s tra n d , 1 9 6 7 ); Abraham M aslow, Toward a P sy ch o lo g y  
o f  B eing  (New York: Van N o s tra n d , 1 9 6 2 ); F rank  M a r in i ,  e d . ,
Toward a  New P u b l ic  A d m in is tr a t io n  T heory  (S c ra n to n :  C h a n d le r  1 9 7 1 ). 
T e lo s , a  j o u r n a l  o f  m arxism  and  phenom enology, p u b l is h e d  
q u a r t e r l y  by th e  D ep artm en t o f  P h ilo s o p h y , S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  
o f  New Y ork, B u f f a lo .
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T h is  t h e s i s  i s  p a r t  o f  t h a t  d ev e lo p m en t. The m ain 

p u rp o se  i s  tw o fo ld :

(1) To d e m o n s tra te  th e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  a phenomeno­

l o g i c a l  ap p ro ach  to  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  a s  (a) a m e th o d o lo g ic a l  

and t h e o r e t i c a l  fo u n d a t io n  f o r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  and e x p la in in g  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ;  and (b) a way to  b e g in  to  g ra p p le  w i th  th e  

p e r p l e x i t i e s  o f  r i g i d  and s t a t i c  s o c i a l  t h e o r i e s  o f  b o th  th e  

c a p i t a l i s t  and th e  com m unist w o r ld  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  r e c e n t  

m ovem ents f o r  r a d i c a l  c h a n g e . In  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  I  r e l y  on th e  

p h en o m e n o lo g ic a l m arxism  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty  as a g u id e  to  a n a ­

l y s i s  and as a  means o f  i n t r o d u c in g  t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  a p p ro a c h  

to  A m erican  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e .

(2) To d e m o n s tra te  th e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  

l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  b e h a v io r a l  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  t o  e x p la in  s o c i a l  

r e a l i t y  o r  to  p ro v id e  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f o u n d a t io n s  f o r  s o c i a l  

ch an g e. In  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  th e  phenom enology o f  M e rle au -P o n ty  

i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  c r i t i q u e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  and  one t h a t

i s  c a p a b le  o f  h i g h l i g h t i n g  th e  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  A m erican p o l i t i c a l  

s c ie n c e  to  a l t e r n a t e  ways o f  th in k in g  ( a c t in g )  a b o u t  p o l i t i c s .  

In  t h e  l a s t  a n a ly s i s ,  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  an a t te m p t  to  i n t r o d u c e  

a m ajo r tw e n t i e th  c e n tu ry  rea lm  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  

th o u g h t fo u n d ed  i n  th e  c ro s s - b r e e d in g  o f  phenom enology, e x i s ­

t e n t i a l i s m  and M arxism , w hich  h as  b een  a lm o s t t o t a l l y  a b s e n t  

from  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  o r  i n t e r e s t s  o f  A m erican  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e .

F u r th e rm o re , i t  i s  my v iew  t h a t  A m erican s o c ie t y  i s  in
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n eed  o f  a  r a d i c a l  r e o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  s o c i a l  p r i o r i t i e s .  To 

a c h ie v e  t h a t  en d  may c a l l  f o r  a r e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  i t s  dom in an t 

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  b u t  a t  th e  l e a s t  r e q u i r e s  a  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

power and w e a l th  a s  w e l l  as a r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  know ledge.

The n eed  f o r  r a d i c a l  change grows as  A m e ric a 's  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

f in d  i t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  to  m eet th e  r i s i n g  s o c i a l  d e ­

mands o f  i t s  m o st n eed y , m ost p o w e r le s s ,  m o st a l i e n a t e d  mem­

b e r s .  The v i s i o n  o f  a w h i te ,  l i b e r a l  pow er s t r u c t u r e  b e n t  

on e x p lo i t i n g  and r e p r e s s in g  th e  p o o r  and b la c k  a t  home and 

f ig h t in g  c o u n te r r e v o lu t io n a r y ,  i m p e r i a l i s t  w ars ab ro ad  i s  

becom ing m ore e v id e n t  to  th e  u n d e r c l a s s e s ,  l e f t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  

and s tu d e n t s .  What th ey  e n v is a g e  i s  th e  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  

b u r e a u c ra c y ,  th e  m o n o p o liz a t io n  o f  power and w e a l th ,  th e  

t a i l o r i n g  o f  know ledge and te c h n o lo g y , and th e  m a n ip u la t io n  

and c o n t r o l  o f  th e  p e o p le  in  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  s e l f - s e r v i n g  

e l i t e s — m a n a g e r ia l ,  c o r p o r a te ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and i n t e l l e c t u a l .

To a rg u e  t o  th e  c o n tr a ry  i s  o f  no a v a i l  s in c e  t h i s  g e n e ra t io n  

h as  e x p e r ie n c e d  (and  i s  becom ing m ore c o n s c io u s  o f)  i t s  own 

p o v e r ty ,  p o w e r le s s n e s s ,  a l i e n a t i o n ,  and knows how th e s e  f e e l ­

in g s  r e l a t e  to  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  A m erican pow er and id e o lo g y  in  

V ietnam  and S a n to  Domingo, W atts  and  D e t r o i t ,  C hicago and 

Colum bia U n iv e r s i ty .  To p le a d  f o r  r e a s o n ,  d e ta c h m en t, o b j e c t ­

i v i t y  o r  p a t i e n c e  i n  th e  fa c e  o f  a b j e c t  p o v e r ty ,  p o l i t i c a l  

r e p r e s s io n ,  and  napalm ed  women and c h i ld r e n  i s  a b s u rd . A long 

w ith  th e  pow er s t r u c t u r e ,  r e a s o n ,  th e y  w i l l  t e l l  yo u , i s  w h at
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g e ts  us i n t o  V ietnam  and k e e p s  us t h e r e ,  p ro d u ce s  a  w ar on 

p o v e r ty  b u t  c u r t a i l s  fu n d in g , c a l l s  f o r  "law  and o rd e r "  i n ­

s te a d  o f freedom  and j u s t i c e .  M oreover, M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s 

p h en o m e n o lo g ic a l ap p ro ach  to  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  o f f e r s  a way o f  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  beyond th e  c la im s  to  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  r a t i o n a l ,  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  o u tp u t  o f  b e h a v io r a l  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  w h ic h , i n  

th e  form  o f  p o l ic y  p rogram s a t  home o r  p a c i f i c a t i o n  p ro g ram s 

ab ro ad  te n d  to  r e i n f o r c e  th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r .  I n  f a c t ,  

th e  m eaning  o f  so  much r a t i o n a l  m o d e l-b u ild in g ,  s t a t i s t i c a l  

d a ta ,  t h e o r i z i n g ,  p la n n in g  and program m ing can be  v iew ed— 

as i t  i s  v iew ed  by many o f  th o s e  m o st a f f e c t e d - - a s  an e la b o ­

r a t i o n  o f  new, s o p h i s t i c a t e d  te c h n iq u e s  f o r  " k e e p in g  th e  

p e o p le  do w n ." T h is  i s  th e  i d e o l o g i c a l  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  s o -  

c a l l e d  " o b je c t iv e "  o r  " s c i e n t i f i c "  know ledge as many h av e  come 

to  know i t  o r  e x p e r ie n c e  i t s  r e s u l t s .

Of c o u rs e ,  t h i s  u n d e rc u r r e n t  in  Am erican s o c i e t y  i s  

m ere ly  th e  "know ledge by a c q u a in ta n c e "  o r  f e l t  know ledge o f  

some A m erican s, c e r t a i n l y  n o t  th e  p r e v a i l i n g  v ie w p o in t ,  o r  

th e  m a jo r i t y  o p in io n .  I t  i s  no w o n d er, th e n ,  t h a t  th e  r u l e r s  

o f  b o th  pow er and know ledge w ith  t h e i r  p l u r a l i s t i c ,  e m p i r i c i s t  

t r a d i t i o n s  f in d  i t  so  d i f f i c u l t  to  re sp o n d . F o r e a ch  o f  

th e s e  two w o rld s  o f  r e a l i t y  th e  o t h e r  i s  in c o m p re h e n s ib le ,  

a l i e n ,  q u i x o t i c .  The s i t u a t i o n  i s  becom ing more c h a o t i c  as 

th e s e  two w o rld s  move f a r t h e r  and f a r t h e r  a p a r t ,  demands b e ­

come i n t o l e r a b l e ,  and each  s id e  a p p e a rs  to  b e  i n c r e a s i n g l y
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i n t r a n s i g e n t .

W hile  th e  m ethods and u se s  o f  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  c r i t i ­

c iz e d  in  t h i s  t h e s i s  d e m o n s tra te  b e h a v io r i a l i s m 's  i n t e l l e c ­

t u a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  i n c a p a c i t y  to  come to  te rm s  w ith  t h i s  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  r e c e n t  d ev e lo p m en ts  in  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and 

phenom enology h av e  p ro v id e d  a r a d i c a l  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  one w h ic h ,

I  c o n te n d , i s  m ore co n d u c iv e  to  a c r i t i q u e  o f  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  as w e l l  as t o  a th e o ry  o f  s o c i a l  ch an g e. At th e  

same t im e , e x i s t e n t i a l  phenom enology p r o v id e s  a  m ethodo logy  

f o r  th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s  w hich  i s  no l e s s  r ig o r o u s ,  no l e s s  

co n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  v e r i f i a b i l i t y  o f  kno w led g e , and no le s s  

c o n c e rn e d  w ith  e m p i r ic a l  in q u i r y .

The p r im a ry  c o n c ern  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l  phenom enology i s  

th e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  l i f e  w o rld  (L eb en sw e lt) o f  e v e ry d a y , 

common s e n s e  r e a l i t y .  I t  i s  a  way o f  lo o k in g  a t  th e  w o rld , 

o r  d e s c r ib in g  i t s  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  and d i s c l o s in g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

i t s  human and s o c i a l  m ean ing . S t a r t i n g  w ith  th e  human s i t u a ­

t i o n ,  t h e  p r im o rd ia l  c o n d i t io n  o f  m an 's  b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld  

( i n - d e r - W e l t - s e i n ) , phenom enology s e t s  o u t  t o  e x p lo r e  th e  d i f ­

f e r e n t  re g io n s  o f  human e x is t e n c e ,  th e  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  w hich 

a re  to  be  d i s c o v e r e d  in  th e  e v e ry d a y n e ss  o f  e x i s t e n c e  i t s e l f  

as i t  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d .  In  th e  lan g u a g e  o f  phenom enology, th e  

p rim acy  o f  human e x is t e n c e  i s  i n  th e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  th e  l iv e d  

body (co rp s  vecu) w hich  i s  th row n i n to  e x i s t e n c e  w ith  o th e r s  

and th e  w o rld . A c c o rd in g  t o  phenom enology, human e x is t e n c e  i s
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p r o - j e c t i v e  and i n t e n t i o n a l :  th ro u g h  m an 's  c o u rs e  o f  a c t i o n  

new m eaning  i s  g iv e n  to  th e  w o r ld ,  h i s t o r y  i s  m ade, and  a  new 

human and s o c i a l  p r a x i s  becom es p o s s ib l e .  Man i s  condemned 

to  h i s t o r y ,  s a id  M e rle a u -P o n ty ;  man, t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  condemned 

to  be  t h a t  b e in g  th ro u g h  whose a c t io n s  th e  m eaning  c o n s t r u c t io n  

o f  th e  w o rld  and o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i s  fo rm ed , d e fo rm ed , r e ­

fo rm ed , o r  t ra n s fo rm e d .  Phenom enology, i n  s h o r t ,  i s  n o th in g  

l e s s  th a n  a b o ld  a t t e m p t  t o  r e c o v e r  th e  p rim acy  o f  human s o ­

c i a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  human a c t io n  as th e  m o to r o f  

s o c i a l  f o r c e s  and s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  to  r e a s s e r t  th e  s o c i a l  

v a lu e  and m eaning o f  w h a t W illia m  Jam es c a l l e d  " th e  w o rld  o f  

th e  s t r e e t "  i n  w hich  e v e ry  man and wom an's a c t i o n s  h av e  m ean­

in g  in  th e m s e lv e s  a s  w e l l  as  f o r  o th e r s  (p o u r  a u t r u i ) .

In  r e g a r d  to  i t s  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  ap p ro ach  to  s o c i a l  r e ­

a l i t y ,  phenom enology conform s to  n e i t h e r  c l a s s i c a l  modes o f  

s u b je c t iv i s m  ( i r r a t i o n a l i s m ,  s o l ip s is m )  n o r  to  c l a s s i c a l  modes 

o f  o b j e c t iv i s m  ( r a t io n a l i s m ,  b e h a v io r a l i s m ) . Phenom enology 

t r a n s c e n d s  b o th  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  w h at H u s s e r l ,  and  l a t e r  Mer­

le a u -P o n ty  and A l f r e d  S c h u tz  c a l l e d  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  by 

w hich  i s  m ean t th e  fu n d am e n ta l i n te r c o n n e c t io n  b e tw een  th e  

e x t e r n a l ,  s u b j e c t iv e  w o rld  i n c lu d in g  o th e r  p e o p le  ( e t r e - e n - s o i )  

and th e  i n t e r n a l ,  s u b je c t iv e  w o rld  o f  c o n s c io u s n e ss  ( e t r e -  

p o u r - s o i ) . T h is  p h i lo s o p h y  d e n ie s  n e i t h e r  th e  w o rld  n o r  man, 

n e i t h e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and id e a s  n o r  human a c t i o n ,  b u t  

r a t h e r  a t te m p ts  t o  d e s c r ib e  th e  i n e r a d ic a b le  l i n k  b e tw een  th e
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tw o , and e s t a b l i s h  th e r e b y  th e  p rim acy  o f  c o e x is te n c e  o r  h u ­

man s o c i a l i t y .  Hence th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  phenom enology r e s t s  

on i t s  r a d i c a l  a p p ro a c h  to  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  i t s  a b i l i t y  to  

d e s c r ib e  t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  p re s e n c e  o f  man and h i s  a c t i o n s  w i th ­

i n  th e  o b j e c t iv e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  t h e  w o rld  w hich  a re  1 rea d y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i o r  to  h i s  e x i s t e n c e  ( i . e . , man i s  th row n i n to  

t h e  w o r ld ) . B u t e q u a l ly  im p o r ta n t  i s  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  i n t e r ­

s u b j e c t i v i t y  w hich  la y s  th e  f o u n d a t io n  f o r  a  new s o c ia l is m  

b a s e d  on i t s  c la im  t h a t  a l l  e x i s t e n c e  i s  c o e x is te n c e  and con­

s e q u e n t ly  a l l  a c t i o n  i s  c o a c t io n ,  and a new humanism s in c e  

" . . . a  s o c i e t y  i s  n o t  th e  tem p le  o f  v a lu e - id o l s  t h a t  f ig u r e  on 

th e  f r o n t  o f  i t s  monuments o r  i n  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  s c r o l l s ;  

th e  v a lu e  o f  a  s o c i e t y  i s  th e  v a lu e  i t  p l a c e s  upon m an 's  r e ­

l a t i o n  t o  m an ."6

P h e n o m en o lo g is ts  and e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s ,  m o re o v e r, su ch

as  M e rle a u -P o n ty , S c h u tz  and S a r t r e  a rg u e  f o r  a d i a l e c t i c a l

u n i ty  o f  th o u g h t  and a c t io n  w hich  se e k s  th e  m ean ing  o f  p r a x i s

f o r  s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e .  T h u s, fo l lo w in g  M arx, e x i s t e n c e  i s

m e a n in g fu l o n ly  i n s o f a r  as  we " c o n n e c t  o u r s e lv e s  w i th  h i s t o r y  
7

i n s t e a d  o f  c o n te m p la t in g  i t . "  F o r ,  w h at Marx c a l l s  p r a x i s ,  

" i s  th e  m eaning  w hich  w orks i t s e l f  o u t  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  i n  th e  

i n t e r c r o s s i n g  o f  th o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  by w hich  man o r g a n iz e s  h i s

6HT, x iv

7SN, p . 79 .
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r e l a t i o n ,  w i th  n a tu r e  and  o t h e r  men."**

In  o t h e r  w o rd s , t h e  r o o t  o f  e x is t e n c e  i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s ;  

y e t  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  a lw ays c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  so m e th in g , i . e . ,  

in v o lv e d  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  o r  a way o f  o rg a n iz in g  p r o j e c t s  o f  

a c t i o n  b a s e d  on th e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  men o r  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  in  

o r d e r  t o  g iv e  m eaning  to  t h e i r  c o n c re te  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .

T h is  c o n c e rn  f o r  s o c i a l  p r a x i s ,  f o r  th e  u n i ty  o f  

th o u g h t  and a c t i o n ,  e s t a b l i s h e s  e x i s t e n t i a l  phenom enology as 

a c r i t i c a l  th e o ry  o f  r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  and  r e p r e s e n t s  

a s i g n i f i c a n t  s te p  to w ard  r e c o n c i l i n g  M arxian  s o c ia l is m  and 

e x i s t e n t i a l  hum anism. T hese two m ovements s h a re  an aw are­

n e s s  o f  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  a c r i t i c a l ,  h u m a n is t i c ,  and  e x i s ­

t e n t i a l  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  th o se  p e t r i f i e d  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  and 

t h e i r  i d e o l o g i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  w hich  deny human e x i s t e n c e ,  

e n fo r c e  p a t t e r n s  o f  s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e ,  and a l i e n a t e  man from  

s o c i e t y  i t s e l f .  However, th e  key  to  th e  s y n th e s i s  o f  th e s e  

t h e o r e t i c a l  movem ents i s  th e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  w hat M e rle au -P o n ty  

c a l l e d  th e  " d i a l e c t i c s  o f  a m b ig u i ty ."  B r i e f l y  p u t ,  man i s  th e

m o to r o f  w o r ld  h i s t o r i c a l  f o r c e s ,  th e  b e in g  th ro u g h  whose

a c t i o n s  s o c i a l  m ean in g , s o c i a l  c h a n g e , and freedom  a r e  p o s s ib l e ,  

b u t  a t  th e  same tim e  man i s  b o rn  i n to  a  w o rld  w hich  he  d id  n o t

c r e a t e  and i s  a lw ays s u b je c t  t o  o th e r s  ( c o - a c to r s )  a s  w e l l  as

to  t ': ; .  e x i s t i n g  i d e a s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s

8P r a i s e , p . 50.
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w hich d o m in a te  h i s  m i l ie u .  The d i a l e c t i c ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  an 

o p en -en d ed  p r o c e s s ,  n e v e r  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  e i t h e r  human a c t io n  

in  i t s e l f  o r  th e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  i n  i t s e l f .

F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  a p p ro ach  to  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  eschew s v a lu e  

n e u t r a l i t y .  I t  a g re e s  w i th  Marx t h a t  " p h ilo s o p h e r s  h av e  o n ly  

i n t e r p r e t e d  th e  w o rld  in  d i f f e r e n t  w ays; th e  p o in t  i s  t o  change 

i t . " W hile  r e c o g n iz in g  th e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  o f  v a lu e  and id e o lo g y  

in  th e  q u e s t  f o r  a f r e e ,  o p en , and humane s o c i e t y  and c u l t u r e ,  

e x i s t e n t i a l  p h e n o m e n o lo g is ts  and  M a rx is ts  a l i k e  i n v i t e  a  s e n se  

o f  s o c i a l  comm itm ent on th e  p a r t  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  in fo rm ed  

by a  c r i t i c a l  v iew  to w ard  t r a n s fo r m in g  i t .  T h is  ap p ro ach  i s  

i d e o l o g i c a l  i n  i t s  q u e s t  f o r  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  t r u t h  by w hich 

man becom es th e  m oto r o f  th e  d i a l e c t i c ,  e n a b lin g  him to  c r e a t e  

th e  c o n d i t io n s  u n d e r w hich  he can  make h i s t o r y  and overcom e 

b o th  th e  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  th e  w o r ld  and th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r e ­

d i l e c t i o n s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  quo to  h i s  p r o j e c t s  f o r  

a c t i o n .

E x i s t e n t i a l  phenom enology a l ig n e d  w ith  a  h u m a n is tic  

v i s io n  o f  s o c i a l  change i s  a r a d i c a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  to  b e h a v io r -  

a l i s m .  F i r s t ,  b e c a u se  i t s  v i s i o n  o f  th e  w o rld  c o m p rise s  th e  

w hole o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  i n c lu d in g  th e  comm on-sense r e a l i t y  

o f  th e  man in  th e  s t r e e t ,  w hich  th e  r a t i o n a l i s t i c  u n iv e r s e  

o f  b e h a v io r a l i s m  te n d s  to  o v e r lo o k .  S econd , b e c a u s e  i t s  v i s i o n  

o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o rld  i s  b a s e d  on a c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  to w ard  th e  

s t a t u s  quo r a t h e r  th a n  th e  a p o l i t i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  and com­
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p l ia n c e  w i th  e s t a b l i s h e d  p o l i t i c a l  pow er so  p re d o m in a n t among 

b e h a v i o r a l i s t s .  T h is  r a d i c a l  m ethodo logy  o f  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  

o f f e r s  some hope t h a t  from  th e  se em in g ly  m in d le s s  r a t i o n a l i s m  

o f  A m erica1s p o l i t i c a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e s  and th e  seem ­

in g ly  m in d le s s  i r r a t i o n a l i s m  o f  A m e ric a 's  u n d e rc la s s e s  m ig h t 

em erge a  new se n se  o f  r e a s o n  and s o c i a l  p u rp o se .

The t h e s i s  i s  d iv id e d  i n to  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  (C h a p te r  I ) , 

f o u r  c h a p te r s ,  and a  c o n c lu s io n .

C h a p te r  I I  d e a ls  w i th  some o f  th e  m ajo r p h i lo s o p h ic a l  

i s s u e s  w hich  s e p a r a te  phenom enology and b e h a v io r a l i s m  in  o r d e r  

t o  c o n t r a s t  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s d i a l e c t i c a l  m ethod w ith  b e h a v io r -  

a l i s t  o b j e c t iv i s m .

C h a p te r  I I I  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  M e r le a u -P o n ty 1s p h eno­

m enology o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o rld  in  w hich h i s  th e o r y  o f  d i a l e c ­

t i c a l  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  c o n s id e r e d  as  th e  f o u n d a t io n  f o r  

an a l t e r n a t e  m etho d o lo g y  o f  th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s .

C h a p te r  IV r e l a t e s  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s m e th o d o lo g ic a l  con­

c e rn s  to  th e  w o rld  o f  p o l i t i c s  and  d e m o n s tra te s  th e  im p o rta n c e  

o f  an o p e n -e n d e d  d i a l e c t i c s  o f  a m b ig u ity .

C h a p te r  V i s  an ex panded  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l c r i t i q u e  o f  

b e h a v io r a l i s m  in  w hich th e  i n te r c o n n e c t io n s  b e tw een  m ethodo logy  

and id e o lo g y  a re  d e m o n s tra te d .
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C h a p te r  I I

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MERLEAU-PONTY' S PHENOMENOLOGY 

AND THE CRITIQUE OF BEHAVIORAL SOCIAL SCIENCE

As a b a s i s  f o r  c o n s id e r in g  th e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  and 

p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t io n s  r a i s e d  by M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s phenom enology, 

t h i s  c h a p te r  d e a ls  w i th  some o f  th e  m a jo r  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  i s s u e s  

w hich  s e p a r a te  phenom enology and b e h a v io r a l i s m .  T h is  w i l l  be 

done in  o r d e r  to  d e m o n s tra te  th e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  a phenomeno­

l o g i c a l  ap p ro a c h  to  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  as b o th  a  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  

fo u n d a t io n  f o r  e x p la in in g  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  and a s  an a l t e r n a ­

t i v e  ap p ro a c h  to  b e h a v io r a l i s m . M e rle au -P o n ty  h a s  r a i s e d  

some o f  th e  s i g n i f i c a n t  q u e s t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  c r i t i q u e  o f  

b e h a v io r a l  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  and  he  h a s  in  p a r t  l a i d  th e  fo u n ­

d a t io n  f o r  a r a d i c a l l y  d i s t i n c t  ap p ro a c h  to  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .

Thus M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l m arxism  w i l l  be  shown 

to  be a r e l e v a n t  g u id e  to  c r i t i c i s m  and a n a ly s i s .

A c c o rd in g  to  M e rle a u -P o n ty , th e  c h ie f  h i s t o r i c a l  p ro b ­

lem  f o r  r e v o lu t io n a r y  th e o ry  and p r a c t i c e  i s  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  

p r o j e c t  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .  M e rle au -P o n ty  d e s c r ib e s  human 

s o c i a l i t y  a s  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y , th e  d i a l e c t i c a l  i n t e r r e l a t i o n ­

s h ip  b e tw een  s u b je c t  and o b j e c t ,  b e tw een  s u b je c t iv e  man and 

o b j e c t iv e  w o r ld ,  be tw een  th e o ry  and p r a c t i c e .  B u t, a c c o rd in g  

to  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s m e th o d o lo g ic a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y

14
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i s  n o t  a  n a t u r a l  c o n d i t io n  o f  man b u t  an h i s t o r i c a l  p r o j e c t .  

T h is  v iew  r e f l e c t s  th e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  c ro s s  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  o f  

phenom enology and  m arx ism . T h is  ap p ro ach  c h a r a c t e r i z e s ,  

m o re o v e r, w h a t M e rle au -P o n ty  c a l l s  th e  d i a l e c t i c s  o f  am bi­

g u i ty ,  t h a t  a p p ro ach  to  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  th e o ry  and p r a c ­

t i c e ,  o b j e c t  and s u b je c t ,  b a s e d  on o p e n n e ss  o r  u n c e r t a in t y  

a s  opp o sed  to  a  d e t e r m i n i s t i c  u n i ty .  When M e rle au -P o n ty  

sp e ak s  o f  o p e n n e ss  o r  a m b ig u ity  he i s  a t t e m p t in g  to  a d j u s t  

o u r  p e r c e p t io n s  to  th o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n f ig u r a t io n s  o f  h i s t o r y  

f o r  w hich  th e r e  a re  no a b s o lu t e  s u b j e c t / o b j e c t  o p t io n s ,  no 

a b s o lu te  th e o r y  o r  a b s o lu te  p r a x i s .  T here  i s  i n s t e a d  a 

c h ia r o s c u r o  o f  m eanings from  w hich  we m u st l e a r n  to  ch o o se  

( to  p r o - j e c t )  and  upon w hich  we m ust l e a r n  to  a c t .

M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s e x p lo r a t i o n  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o j e c t  

o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  key  to  a  m e th o d o lo g i­

c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  w hich s e rv e s  as th e  b a s i s  f o r  a  p o l i t i c s  o f  

a c t i o n ,  as  opp o sed  to  c o n te m p la t io n  o r  p a s s i v i t y .  M o reo v er, 

t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  a l s o  a c a l l  to  a c t i o n ,  t o  th o s e  h i s t o r i c a l  

e f f o r t s  o f  m en, c l a s s e s  o r  n a t i o n s  t o  o v e rth ro w  th e  o p p r e s s io n  

o f  an o b j e c t i f i e d  w o rld  and s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  as w e l l  as to  

s u rp a s s  (d e p a s s e ) th e  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  th e  s e l f  from  o t h e r s ,  from  

th e  w o r ld , and from  th e  c h a lle n g e  to  a c t  c r e a t i v e l y  and co n ­

s t r u c t i v e l y  i n  th e  f a c e  o f  o p p r e s s io n .  He rem in d s us  o f  o u r  

h i s t o r i c a l  t a s k  to w ard  fre e d o m , b u t  a l s o  o f  th e  f r a g i l i t y  o f  

l i f e  and  i d e a s ,  men and w o r ld ly  s t r u c t u r e s ,  w h i le  re m a in in g
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c o g n iz a n t  o f  t h e i r  r e s i l i e n c e  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  c h a l le n g e  and 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s " d i a l e c t i c s  o f  a m b ig u ity "  i s  

n o t  o n ly  a  m ethod o f  a n a ly s i s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  w o rld  and th e  

m u l t i p l e  l e v e l s  o f  r e a l i t y  and h i s t o r i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t y ;  i t  i s  

a l s o  a p r a c t i c a l  re m in d e r  o f  th e  w e ig h t  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  

t a s k  we ch o o se  when we ch o se  t o  a c t  f r e e l y  and c o l l e c t i v e l y .

In  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s a p p ro a c h  i l l u m i n a t e s  b o th  th e  

n e c e s s i t y  and  th e  c o n tin g e n c y  o f  any  h i s t o r i c a l  p o l i t i c s .  In  

o t h e r  w o rd s , M e rle au -P o n ty  d a re s  t o  sp eak  o p e n ly  a b o u t  i n t e r ­

s u b j e c t i v i t y  and human s o c i a l i t y  i n  th e  f a c e  o f  a l i e n a t e d  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  f e t i s h i z e d  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and b u re a u ­

c r a t i z e d  and  m i l i t a r i z e d  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  b o th  th e  

l ib e r a l - d e m o c r a t i c  and com m unist w o r ld s .  B u t b e c a u s e  he d o e s , 

he  p r o v id e s  us w i th  th e  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  a v i a b l e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

m ethod w i th  w hich  to  r e l a t e  o b j e c t i v i z i n g  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  to  

o u r  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o j e c t s  to  a c h ie v e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .  In  

r e g a r d  t o  p ro b lem s o f  p e r c e p t io n ,  s e x u a l i t y ,  eco n o m ic s , p o l i ­

t i c s  o r  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s ,  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s p h i lo s o p h y  i s  g e a re d  

to w a rd  com m itm ent and  s o c i a l  a c t i o n  w i th o u t  i l l u s i o n  o r  dog­

m as. H is  e x i s t e n t i a l  phenom enology i s  a d i a l e c t i c a l ,  o p en - 

e n d ed  b u t  co m m itted  a p p ro ach  to  th e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  w o r ld .

The im p o r ta n c e  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

a p p ro a c h  t o  th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s  can  be summed up t h i s  way:

(1) I t  i s  a  r a d i c a l  way o f  c r i t i c i z i n g  s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e .

The p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l c r i t i q u e  o f  b e h a v io r a l i s m  i s  a  c r i t i q u e
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o f  i t s  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  mode o f  e x p la in in g  th e  s o c i a l .  B e h a v io r­

a l is m  i s  o b j e c t i v i s t i c , s t a t i c ,  m e c h a n ic a l ;  phenom enology, on 

th e  o t h e r  h a n d , i s  r o o te d  in  h i s t o r y  and d i a l e c t i c s ,  i t  i s  

o p e n -e n d e d  mode o f  s o c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The phenom enology 

o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o r ld  i s  a  r a d i c a l  a t te m p t  a t  i n t e g r a t i o n ;  a 

s e r io u s  e f f o r t  to  i n t e g r a t e  th e  id e a  o f  man and th e  s o c i a l  

w o rld  and th e  f a c t  o f  man and th e  s o c i a l  w o rld .

(2) I t  i s  a r a d i c a l  way o f  d e s c r ib in g  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  w hich

a v o id s  t a k in g  f o r  g r a n te d  th e  p r e - o b j e c t iv e  w o rld  o f  common 

s e n se  man. In  f a c t ,  e v e ry d a y  l i f e  as i t  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  in

th e  common s e n se  w o rld  i s  th e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  o f  e v e ry  phenomeno­

l o g i c a l  p r o j e c t .

(3) I t  i s  a r a d i c a l  way o f  e x p la in in g  th e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n ­

s h ip s  b e tw een  th e  o u t e r  and in n e r ,  be tw een  c o n s c io u s n e ss  and 

th e  w o r ld , be tw een  o b j e c t iv e  and s u b je c t iv e  m ean ings and  

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  I t  r e p l a c e s  th e  d u a lism  o f  s u b je c t  and 

o b j e c t ,  s e l f  and w o rld  w i th  th e  d i a l e c t i c a l  n o t io n  o f  i n t e r ­

s u b j e c t i v i t y .

M e rle au -P o n ty  a s s e r t s  t h a t  a p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l p h i lo s o ­

phy i s  n e v e r  c u t  o f f  from  s o c io lo g y  o r  p o l i t i c s ;  h en ce  id e a s  

o r  s i g n i f i c a t i o n s  a re  n e v e r  c u t  o f f  from  th e  f a c t s ,  o b j e c t s  

o r  s ig n s  w hich  th e y  e x p re ss .'* ' As John W ild s a y s ,  i n  th e
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L e b e n s w e lt , th e  l i v e d  w o rld  o f  e v e ry d ay  e x p e r ie n c e ,  t h e r e  co­

e x i s t  "w o rld  f a c t s "  and  " s c i e n t i f i c  f a c t s , "  o r  w hat W illia m
2Jam es c a l l e d  know ledge by a c q u a in ta n c e  and know ledge a b o u t.

The p h en o m e n o lo g ic a l a p p ro a c h  a t t e m p ts  t o  b r id g e  t h i s  gap

b etw een  k now ledge and th e  r e a l  w o rld  and th u s  sa v e  p h i lo s o p h y

from  id e a l is m  and s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  from  o b je c t iv i s m .  M e rle au -

P o n ty  ' s  c r i t i q u e  i s  h a r s h e s t  a g a in s t  th e  b e h a v i o r a l i s t  t r e n d

in  th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s  f o r  i t s  o b je c t iv i s m  and r a t i o n a l i s m :

I f  o b j e c t iv i s m  o r  s c ie n t is m  w ere e v e r  to  
su c c e e d  in  d e p r iv in g  s o c io lo g y  o f  a l l  r e ­
c o u rs e  to  s i g n i f i c a t i o n s ,  i t  w ou ld  sav e  i t  
from  " p h ilo so p h y "  o n ly  by s h u t t i n g  i t  o f f  
from  know ledge o f  i t s  o b j e c t .  Then we m ig h t
do m a th e m a tic s  in  th e  s o c i a l ,  b u t  we w ould
n o t  h av e  th e  m a th e m a tic s  o f  th e  s o c ie t y  b e ­
in g  c o n s id e r e d .

M e rle au -P o n ty  b e l i e v e s  i n  n e i t h e r  s h u t t i n g  p h ilo s o p h y  

o f f  from  s c ie n c e  n o r  in  s h u t t i n g  s c ie n c e  o f f  from  p h i lo s o p h y .  

C le a r ly  h i s  v iew  i s  t h a t  th e  m ath e m a tic s  o f  th e  s o c i a l  l e a d s

now here, o r  w o rse , l e a d s  to  th e  r e i f i c a t i o n  o f  a f a l s e  s e n se

o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  Phenom enology b re a k s  w ith  b e h a v io r a l i s m  

o v e r  i t s  m ethodo logy  o f  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  s in c e  th e  l a t t e r  r e ­

s u l t s  in  an i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m  o r  r a t i o n a l i s m  rem oved from  th e  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  i t  s e t s  o u t  t o  d e s c r ib e  and e x p la in .  I f  by 

s c ie n c e  i s  m ean t a  b e h a v i o r i s t i c  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  w o rld  o f

2
See John  W ild , E x is te n c e  and th e  W orld o f  Freedom  

(Englew ood C l i f f s :  P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  1 9 6 3 ) , p p . 66 f f .

3S ig n s , p . 101.
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human b e h a v io r ,  th e n  phenom enology i s  opp o sed  to  s c ie n c e .  B ut 

i f  by s c ie n c e  i s  m eant th e  c o n c re te  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  l i v e d  

r e a l i t y  i n  th e  L e b e n sw e lt ( l i f e  w o r ld ) , th e n  phenom enology 

i s  in d e e d  c o m p a tib le  w i th  s c ie n c e .

P h ilo s o p h y  i s  in d e e d ,  and a lw a y s, a  b r e a k  
w ith  o b j e c t iv i s m  and a  r e t u r n  from  c o n s t r u c ta  
t o  l i v e d  e x p e r ie n c e ,  from  th e  w o rld  to  o u r ­
s e lv e s .  I t  i s  j u s t  t h a t  t h i s  i n d is p e n s a b le  
and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s te p  no lo n g e r  t r a n s p o r t s  
i t  i n to  th e  r a r i f i e d  a tm o sp h ere  o f  i n t r o s p e c ­
t i o n  o r  i n t o  a re a lm  n u m e r ic a l ly  d i s t i n c t  
from  t h a t  o f  s c ie n c e .  I t  no lo n g e r  makes 
p h ilo s o p h y  th e  r i v a l  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  k now ledge , 
now t h a t  we h av e  r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  th e  " i n t e r i o r "  
i t  b r in g s  us b a c k  i s  n o t  a " p r iv a te  l i f e "  b u t  
an i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  t h a t  g r a d u a l ly  c o n n e c ts  
us e v e r  c lo s e r  t o  th e  w hole  o f  h i s t o r y .  When 
I  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  th e  s o c i a l  i s  n o t  s im p ly  an 
o b j e c t  b u t  to  b e g in  w ith  my s i t u a t i o n ,  and 
when I  awaken w i th in  m y se lf  th e  c o n s c io u s n e ss  
o f  t h i s  s o c ia l - w h ic h - is - m in e ,  th e n  my w hole  
sy n ch ro n y  becom es p r e s e n t  t o  me, th ro u g h  t h a t  
sy n ch ro n y  I  become c a p a b le  o f  r e a l l y  t h in k in g  
a b o u t th e  w hole  p a s t  a s  th e  sy n ch ro n y  i t  h as  
b een  in  i t s  t im e ,  and a l l  th e  c o n v e rg e n t  and 
d i s c o r d a n t  a c t i o n  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  community 
i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  g iv e n  to  me in  my l i v i n g  p r e ­
s e n t .  G iv in g  up s y s te m a t ic  p h ilo s o p h y  as an 
e x p la n a to ry  d e v ic e  does n o t  red u c e  p h i lo s o p h y  
to  th e  ran k  o f  an a u x i l i a r y  o r  a  p ro p a g a n d is t  
i n  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  o b j e c t iv e  know ledge; f o r  
p h ilo s o p h y  h a s  a  d im en sio n  o f  i t s  own, th e  d i ­
m ension  o f  c o e x is t e n c e — n o t as a  f a i t  acco m p li 
and an o b j e c t  o f  c o n te m p la t io n ,  b u t  as th e  
m il ie u  and p e r p e t u a l  e v e n t  o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l  
p r a x i s . P h ilo s o p h y  i s  i r r e p l a c e a b le  b e c a u s e  
i t  r e v e a l s  t o  us b o th  th e  movement by w hich 
l i v e s  become t r u t h s ,  and  th e  c i r c u l a r i t y  o f  
t h a t  s i n g u l a r  b e in g  who in  a c e r t a i n  s e n se  a l ­
re a d y  i s  e v e ry th in g  he happens to  t h i n k . 4

S ig n s , p p . 11 2 -1 1 3 .
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M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s phenom enology i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  an e f ­

f o r t  to  r e c o v e r  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  d im en s io n  o f  s c ie n c e  as th e  

b a s i s  f o r  ex p a n d in g  human c o n s c io u s n e s s  and kno w led g e . B u t 

t h i s  i s  th e  c a se  o n ly  i n s o f a r  as such  know ledge can  be p la c e d  

in  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  human s i t u a t i o n  i t s e l f  w hich  r e q u i r e s ,  

i n  th e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  t a k in g  s id e s  w ith  th o se  p r o j e c t s  o f  

s o c i a l  a c t i o n  w hich  move men to w a rd s  human and s o c i a l  t r a n s ­

fo rm a tio n  ( i . e . ,  r e v o l u t io n ,  s o c i a l  p r a x i s ) .  T hese them es 

a re  more f u l l y  d i s c u s s e d  below  in  C h a p te r  V.

F u r th e rm o re , much h as  b een  s a id  o f  th e  " s e n se "  o f  pheno­

m e n o lo g ic a l  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  o v e r  a g a in s t  th e  "n o n -se n se "  o f  

b e h a v io r a l  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  i n  th e  p re c e d in g  c h a p te r .  P heno­

m en o lo g ic a l  " s e n se "  r e f e r s  t o  i t s  c r i t i q u e  o f  th e  i n t e r r e l a ­

t io n s h ip  b e tw een  th e  b o u rg e o is  s o c i a l  o r d e r  ( i . e . ,  A m erica 

and th e  w e s te rn  c o u n t r i e s  to d ay )  and b o u rg e o is  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e ,  

as w e l l  a s  th e  m ethod by w hich phenom enology e x te n d s  th e  rea lm  

o f  th e  r e a l  w o rld  f o r  p h ilo s o p h y  w ith  a v iew  to w ard  h u m an iz in g  

and s o c i a l i z i n g  t h a t  w hich i s  dehum anized  and  p r iv a t i z e d  in  

w e s te rn  s o c i e t y .  The s e lf - im p o s e d  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  l i m i t a t i o n s  

as w e l l  a s  th e  p o l i t i c o - s o c i a l  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  b e h a v i o r a l i s t  

s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  r e s u l t  in  a  k in d  o f  s o c i a l  " n o n s e n se ,"  i r r a ­

t i o n a l  r a t i o n a l i s m  o r  i d e o l o g i c a l  o b je c t iv i s m .

In  ad v a n c in g  th e s e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  c o n s id e r a t i o n s ,  th e  

a n a ly s i s  fo u n d  i n  A l f re d  S c h u tz 's  e s sa y  "C oncep t and  T heory  

F o rm atio n  in  th e  S o c ia l  S c ie n c e s "  s t a t e s  s u c c i n c t l y  th e  m o st
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p e r t i n e n t  a rg u m en ts  made by p h e n o m e n o lo g is ts .5

S c h u tz  o p p o ses  th e  " m o n o p o l is t ic  im p e r ia l is m "  o f  th e  

n a t u r a l  s c ie n c e  m ethod em ployed by e m p i r i c i s t s ,  b e h a v io r a l -  

i s t s ,  and l o g i c i a n s  i n  th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s .  F o r them , th e  

m ethods o f  th e  n a t u r a l  s c ie n c e s  a re  th e  o n ly  b a s i s  f o r  s o c i a l  

k now ledge , a l l  e l s e  i s  id e o lo g y  o r  i r r a t i o n a l i s m .  On th e  

c o n tr a r y ,  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a p p ro ach  to  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  em­

b r a c e s  a l l  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  n o t  m ere ly  th o s e  phenom ena ob­

se rv e d  i n  l a b o r a to r y  e x p e r im e n ts  o r  th e  l i k e .  T h is  s o c i a l

r e a l i t y  i n c lu d e s ,  f o r  S c h u tz ,

. . . t h e  sum t o t a l  o f  o b j e c t s  and o c c u r r e n c e s
w i th in  th e  s o c i a l  c u l t u r a l  w o rld  as e x p e r i ­
en ced  by th e  com m on-sense th in k in g  o f  men 
l i v i n g  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s  among t h e i r  f e l lo w -  
men, c o n n e c te d  w i th  them  in  m a n ifo ld  r e l a ­
t i o n s  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n .  I t  i s  th e  w o rld  o f  
c u l t u r a l  o b j e c t s  and  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n ­
to  w hich we a l l  a r e  b o rn ,  w i th in  w hich  we 
h av e  to  f in d  o u r  b e a r in g s ,  and w ith  w hich 
we h av e  to  come to  te rm s . From th e  o u t s e t ,  
w e, th e  a c to r s  on th e  s o c i a l  s c e n e , e c p e r i -  
en ce  th e  w o r ld  we l i v e  in  as a  w o rld  common 
t o  a l l  o f  u s ,  e i t h e r  a c tu a l ly  g iv e n  o r  
p o t e n t i a l l y  a c c e s s ib l e  to  e v e ry o n e . . . .  6

B e h a v io ra l is m  and e m p ir ic ism  ta k e  f o r  g r a n te d  t h i s  s o c i a l  

r e a l i t y  i n s t e a d  o f  d e s c r ib in g  i t  as th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  a l l  s o ­

c i a l  know ledge .

Two l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  b e h a v io r a l i s m  fo llo w  from  t h i s

^ A lfre d  S c h u tz ,  C o l le c te d  P a p e rs  I : The P ro b lem  o f  
S o c ia l  R e a l i t y  (The Hague: M a rtin u s  N i jh o f f ,  1 9 6 2 ) , pp . 4 8 -6 6 .

6I b i d . , p . 53.
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m e th o d o lo g ic a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  F i r s t ,  b e h a v io r a l i s m  te n d s  to  

a b s t r a c t  from  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t s  o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  

human b e h a v io r  i n  a c co rd a n c e  w i th  th e  d i c t a t e s  o f  n a tu r a l  

s c ie n c e ,  i . e . ,  s t im u lu s - r e s p o n s e ,  c a u s e - e f f e e t ,  and so  on .

T h is  r e s u l t s  i n  an o b j e c t i v i s t i c  o r  r a t i o n a l i s t i c  s o c i a l  

s c ie n c e  f a r  rem oved from  th e  f u l l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i ­

t y  i t s e l f .  The m ajo r d i s t i n c t i o n  h e re  i s  be tw een  th e  th o u g h t 

o b j e c t s  o f  th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s  and th o s e  o f  n a t u r a l  s c ie n c e  

w hich  a r e  n o t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  by e m p i r i c i s t s  o r  b e h a v io r a l -  

i s t s .

The w o rld  o f  n a tu r e ,  a s  e x p lo re d  by th e  
n a tu r a l  s c i e n t i s t ,  does n o t  "mean" a n y th in g  
to  m o le c u le s ,  a to m s, and  e l e c t r o n s .  B u t th e  
o b s e rv a t io n s  f i e l d  o f  th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t — 
s o c i a l  r e a l i t y — h a s  a  s p e c i f i c  m eaning  and 
r e le v a n c e  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  human b e in g s  l i v i n g ,  
a c t i n g ,  and th in k in g  w i th in  i t .  By a  s e r i e s  
o f  comm on-sense c o n s t r u c t s  th e y  h ave  p r e ­
s e l e c t e d  and p r e - i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  w o rld  w hich 
th e y  e x p e r ie n c e  as th e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  d a i ly  
l i v e s .  I t  i s  th e s e  th o u g h t o b j e c t s  o f  t h e i r s  
w hich  d e te rm in e  t h e i r  b e h a v io r  by m o tiv a t in g  
i t .  The th o u g h t o b j e c t s  c o n s t r u c te d  by th e  
s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t ,  in  o r d e r  to  g ra s p  t h i s  s o ­
c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  h ave  to  be fo u n d ed  upon th e  
th o u g h t o b j e c t s  c o n s t r u c te d  by th e  common- 
s e n se  t h in k in g  o f  men, l i v i n g  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i f e  
w i th in  t h e i r  s o c i a l  w o r l d .7

Thus p h e n o m e n o lo g is ts  a g re e  t h a t  r e f l e c t i o n ,  t h e o r i z i n g ,  s c i ­

e n t i f i c  c o n s t r u c t io n  a re  o n ly  seco n d  o r d e r  l e v e l s  o f  m e a n in g .8 

The f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  i s  i n  " th e  th in g s  th e m s e lv e s ,"

7I b i d . , p .  59.

8I b id .
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in  e v e ry d a y  l i f e  as i t  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d ,  l i v e d  th ro u g h . In  

t h i s  s e n s e ,  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  i s  c o n c re te  and e x p e r i e n t i a l ,  n o t  

a b s t r a c t  o r  c o n s t r u c te d .  What th e  b e h a v i o r a l i s t s  and  e m p i r i ­

c i s t s  f o r g e t ,  o r  ta k e  f o r  g r a n t e d ,  i s  t h a t  w hich i s  th e  v e ry  

fo u n d a t io n  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  i t s e l f .

The seco n d  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  b e h a v io r a l  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  i s

i t s  d e n ia l  o r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e - r e f l e x i v e  fo u n d a t io n  o f

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  o r  w h at p h e n o m e n o lo g is ts  c a l l  th e  w o r ld  o f

e v e ry d a y , com m on-sense e x p e r ie n c e .  Phenom enology, on th e

c o n t r a r y ,  r e t u r n s  to  " th e  t h in g s  th e m s e lv e s ,"  d e s c r ib e s  them

so a s  to  r e c o v e r  t h e i r  l o s t  o r  h id d en  m eaning f o r  man in  th e

s o c i a l  w o r ld . M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s lan g u ag e  i s  m ost l u c i d  and

e x p re s s iv e  o f  w hat p h e n o m e n o lo g is ts  mean by  p r e - r e f l e x i v e

k now ledge , know ledge o f  th e  w o rld  o f  e v e ry d a y  r e a l i t y  w hich

p re c e d e s  s c i e n t i f i c  know ledge o r  r e f l e c t i o n .  He w r i te s  in

The Phenom enology o f  P e r c e p t io n ,

To r e t u r n  t o  th in g s  th e m se lv e s  i s  to  r e t u r n  
t o  t h a t  w o rld  w hich  p re c e d e s  k n o w led g e , o f  
w hich  know ledge a lw ays s p e a k s ,  and  in  r e l a ­
t i o n  to  w hich  e v e ry  s c i e n t i f i c  s c h e m a tiz a -  
t i o n  i s  an a b s t r a c t  and d e r i v a t i v e  s ig n - la n g u a g e ,  
a s  i s  g eo g rap h y  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  t h e  c o u n try ­
s id e  i n  w hich  we have le a r n e d  b e fo re h a n d  w hat 
a  f o r e s t ,  a p r a i r i e  o r  a r i v e r  i s . 9

T hus, a t  i t s  f o u n d a t io n ,  know ledge i s  in  man and in  t h in g s ,

o r ,  i n  o t h e r  w o rd s , know ledge i s  i n  th e  w o rld  (au m onde) .

C o n se q u e n tly , a l l  s c i e n t i f i c  know ledge i s  know ledge o f  th e
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seco n d  o r d e r .  F o r  M e rle a u -P o n ty , t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  c a n n o t be  

f o r g o t te n  o r  ta k e n  f o r  g r a n te d  i f  one i s  t o  d e s c r ib e  th e  r e a l  

w o rld  o f  men and th in g s  r a t h e r  th a n  c o n s t r u c t  i t  o r  fo rm u la te  

i t .  The fo rm e r  i s  c o n c r e t e ,  th e  l a t t e r  i s  a b s t r a c t ;  th e  

fo rm e r  r e t u r n s  to  " th e  t h in g s  th e m s e lv e s "  i n  w hich th e  h o r iz o n  

o f  man in  th e  w o r ld  i s  th e  S inngebung  ( a c t iv e  m ea n in g -g iv in g  

o p e ra t io n )  w hich  d e f in e s  c o n s c io u s n e s s ;  th e  l a t t e r  i s  a sy n ­

t h e s i s ,  a  ju d g m e n t, a  p ro d u c t  o f  a n a l y s i s . 10 B ecause  e m p i r i ­

c i s t s  f a i l  to  r e c o g n iz e  th e s e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  i n  kno w led g e , 

t h e i r  c o n s t r u c t io n s  o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o r ld  and  know ledge a re  

m y s t i f i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  r e a l :

They h id e  from  us i n  th e  f i r s t  p la c e  ' t h e  
c u l t u r a l  w o r ld ' o r  'human w o r ld ' i n  w hich  
n e v e r t h e le s s  a lm o s t  o u r  w h o le  l i f e  i s  l e d .
F o r  m ost o f  u s ,  N a tu re  i s  no m ore th a n  a 
v ag u e  and rem ote  e n t i t y ,  o v e r l a id  by  c i t i e s ,  
r o a d s ,  h o u se s  and above a l l  by th e  p re s e n c e  
o f  o t h e r  p e o p le .  Now, f o r  e m p ir ic is m ,
' c u l t u r a l '  o b j e c t s  and  f a c e s  owe t h e i r  d i ­
s t i n c t i v e  fo rm , t h e i r  m agic  p o w er, to  t r a n s ­
f e r e n c e  and p r o j e c t i o n  o f  memory, so  t h a t  
o n ly  by a c c id e n t  h a s  th e  human w o rld  any 
m ean in g . T h ere  i s  n o th in g  in  th e  a p p e a r ­
a n c e  o f  a  la n d s c a p e ,  an o b j e c t  o r  a  body 
w hereby i t  i s  p r e d e s t in e d  to  lo o k  'g a y  o r  
s a i d ' ,  ' l i v e l y '  o r  d r e a r y ' ,  ' e l e g a n t '  o r  
' c o a r s e ' . 11

E m p ir ic ism  th u s  d i s t o r t s  th e  r e a l ,  th e  s o c i a l  and th e  

human by m aking them  i l l u s i o n s ,  m ere ly  c o n s t r u c t s  o f  th e  ob ­

s e r v e r  o r  a c c id e n ts  o f  th e  human c o n d i t i o n .  F o r  phenom enology

1QI b i d . , x i .

11I b i d i_, 23
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th e  com m on-sense know ledge o f  th e  e v e ry d a y  w o r ld  i s  i t s e l f

th e  fo u n d a t io n ,  th e  e x p e r i e n t i a l  b a s i s  o f  c u l t u r e  and s o c i e t y

an d , t h e r e f o r e ,  o f  th e  human w o rld  i t s e l f .

I f . . .we a d m it t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  ' p r o j e c t i o n s , 1 
a l l  th e s e  ' a s s o c i a t i o n s , 1 a l l  th e s e  ' t r a n s ­
f e r e n c e s 1 a re  b a s e d  on some i n t r i n s i c  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  o b j e c t ,  th e  'human 
w o r ld ' c e a s e s  to  be  a m etap h o r and becom es 
once more w h a t i t  r e a l l y  i s ,  th e  s e a t  and 
as i t  w ere th e  hom eland o f  o u r  t h o u g h ts .
The p e r c e iv in g  s u b je c t  c e a s e s  to  be an 
'a c o s m ic ' th in k in g  s u b je c t ,  and a c t i o n ,  
f e e l i n g  and w i l l  rem a in  t o  b e  e x p lo r e d  as 
o r i g i n a l  ways o f  p o s i t i n g  an o b j e c t ,  s in c e  
'a n  o b j e c t  lo o k s  a t t r a c t i v e  o r  r e p u l s iv e  
b e fo r e  i t  lo o k s  b la c k  o r  b l u e ,  c i r c u l a r  o r  
s q u a r e . '1 2

A cco rd in g  to  t h i s  c o n c e p t io n ,  e m p ir ic ism  f a l s i f i e s  th e  

r e a l  w o r ld . T h a t  t h e r e  a re  s t i m u l i  and  q u a l i t i e s  i n  man and 

in  n a tu r e  i s  n o t  t o  be d e n ie d .  C r i t i c i s m  o n ly  a r i s e s  i n  t h a t  

e m p ir ic ism  re d u c e s  to  s t i m u l i  and q u a l i t i e s ,  to  c o n c e p t io n s  

and c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  n a tu r e ,  c u l t u r a l  o b j e c t s  and man h im s e lf .  

W hereas th e  e m p i r i c i s t  t r a d i t i o n  f in d s  m eaning  o n ly  in  th e  

o b j e c t iv e  w o rld  o f  th o u g h t,  o u t s id e  o f  man as  i t  w e re , pheno­

m e n o lo g is ts  f in d  th e  m eaning  in  th e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  

o b j e c t iv e  and  s u b j e c t i v e ,  b e tw e en  man and h i s  w o r ld . In  

phenom enology , n e i t h e r  o b j e c t iv e  n o r  s u b je c t iv e ,  n e i t h e r  man 

n o r  h i s  w o rld  a r e  a  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  fo u n d a t io n  f o r  k n o w led g e , 

th o u g h  com m on-sense, s u b je c t iv e  know ledge h o ld s  th e  f i r s t

12 I b i d . , p .  24 (M e rle a u -P o n ty  i s  q u o t in g  in  p a r t —K u rt  
K o ffk a , The Growth o f  th e  Mind (New York: H a r c o u r t ,  B ra c e , 
1 9 2 5 ) , p .  320.
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o r d e r  o f  p r i o r i t y . 13

F o r a n o th e r  way o f  s t a t i n g  M e r le a u -P o n ty 1s v iew s we

tu r n  t o  h i s  n o t io n  o f  b e h a v io r .  F o llo w in g  G e s t a l t  p sy c h o lo g y ,

M e rle a u -P o n ty  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  b e h a v io r  h as  a  s t r u c t u r e  w hich

means t h a t  i t  i s  n e i t h e r  s i t u a t e d  i n  th e  i n - i t s e l f  n o r  th e  
14f o r - i t s e l f .  B e h a v io r  i s  n e i t h e r  th e  u n f o ld in g  o f  o b je c ­

t i v e  tim e  l i k e  p h y s ic a l  e v e n ts ,  n o r  i s  b e h a v io r  m ere ly  th e  

p r o j e c t i o n  o f  c o n s c io u s n e ss  o u tw a rd  to w ard  th e  e x te r n a l  

w o r ld .  R a th e r ,  on th e  one h an d , th e  w o rld  i s  th e  " p la c e "  

w here  b e h a v io r  a p p e a r s ;  an d , on th e  o th e r ,  p e r c e p t iv e  con­

s c io u s n e s s  i s  so m e th in g  I  do , i n  me and i n  th e  w o rld . The 

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l m ethod s u rp a s s e s  (d e p a s s e ) th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  

o f  th e  f o r - i t s e l f  and th e  i n - i t s e l f  in  t h a t  i t  v iew s b e h a v io r  

a s  n e i t h e r  a t h in g  n o r  an i d e a .  C o n s e q u e n tly , th e  phenomeno­

l o g i c a l  ap p ro a c h  s e rv e s  as an a l t e r n a t i v e  to  b e h a v io r a l i s m  in  

th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s  b e c a u se  " b e h a v io r is m , s o l ip s i s m ,  and 'p r o ­

j e c t i v e '  t h e o r i e s  a l l  a c c e p t  t h a t  b e h a v io r  i s  g iv e n  to  me 

l i k e  so m e th in g  s p re a d  o u t  i n  f r o n t  o f  m e ." 13 "The s t r u c t u r e  

o f  b e h a v io r ,"  c o n c lu d e s  M e rle a u -P o n ty  t o  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  "a s  i t  

p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f  to  p e r c e p tu a l  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  n e i t h e r  th in g  n o r  

c o n s c io u s n e s s ;  and  i t  i s  t h i s  w h ich  r e n d e r s  i t  opaque to  th e  

m ind. " 1 î

13I b i d . , p .  26; s e e  a l s o  I b i d . ,  p . 57.

14SB, pp . 1 2 5 -1 2 6 .

1 3I b i d . , p . 126.

16I b i d . , p .  127.
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T hus, when M e rle au -P o n ty  fo llo w s  H u s s e r l 's  " r e t u r n  to  

t h e  t h in g s  th e m s e lv e s ,"  i t  i s  in  o r d e r  to  r e - e s t a b l i s h  f o r  

p h ilo s o p h y ,  f o r  d e s c r i p t i v e  p s y c h o lo g y , f o r  th e  s o c i a l  s c i ­

e n c e s ,  t h a t  know ledge w hich  p re c e d e s  th e  " s c i e n t i f i c " — r e ­

f l e c t i v e ,  c o n c e p tu a l  k n ow ledge—w hich i s  th e  b a s i s  o f  s c ie n c e  

w h i le  b e in g  in e x p l i c a b l e  by th e  m ethod o f  ( n a tu r a l )  s c ie n c e .  

Phenom enology s e t s  o u t  to  r e - e s t a b l i s h  th e  p r im o rd ia l  r e a l i t y  

o f  th e  w o rld  and  o f  man f o r  w hich s c ie n c e  can  o n ly  be a 

r a t i o n a l e  o r  e x p la n a t io n ,  alw ays a t  b e s t  a m eaning  o f  th e  

seco n d  o r d e r .

M e rle au -P o n ty  c o n tin u e s  th e  d ev e lo p m en t s t a r t e d  by 

H u s s e r l  in  r e t u r n in g  from  th e  o b j e c t iv e  w o r ld  t o  th e  L e b e n sw e lt 

( l i v e d  w o rld ) w hich  " i s  th e  s o u rc e  in  g e n e ra l  o f  a l l  th e  h i s ­

t o r i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w hich  h e lp  us t o  a n a ly z e  o r  m odel o u r  r e ­

l a t i o n s  w i th  o th e r s  and  w ith  th e  t r u t h .  I n s t e a d  o f  r e ­

d u c in g  th e  n a tu r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  w o rld  t o  o b j e c t i v i s t i c  con­

s t r u c t i o n s ,  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  s e e k s  to  em brace 

and  d e s c r ib e  th e  " f lu x "  and c o n tin g e n c y  o f  w o rld  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  

T h is  s e a rc h  f o r  a d e s c r i p t i o n  and u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  w o r ld - h i s ­

t o r i c a l  m eaning  i s  a s e a rc h  f o r  w h a t H u s s e r l  c a l l e d  th e  I n -  

e in a n d e r ,  " th e  in h e re n c e  o f  th e  s e l f - i n - t h e - w o r l d  o r  o f  th e  

w o r l d - i n - t h e - s e l f .

17T hem es, p . 108 .
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H e re , M e rle au -P o n ty  o p p o ses  th e  s c ie n t is m  o f  much o f  

co n tem p o ra ry  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  f o r  f a i l i n g  to  make th e s e  d i s ­

t i n c t i o n s  b e c a u se

I  am n o t  th e  outcom e o f  th e  m e e t in g - p o in t  
o f  num erous c a u s a l  a g e n c ie s  w hich  d e te rm in e  
my b o d i ly  o r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  m ake-up . I  can ­
n o t  c o n c e iv e  m y se lf  as  n o th in g  b u t  a  b i t  o f  
th e  w o r ld , a m ere o b j e c t  o f  b i o l o g i c a l ,  
p s y c h o lo g ic a l  o r  s o c io l o g ic a l  i n v e s t i g a t io n .
I  c a n n o t s h u t  m y se lf  up w i th in  th e  rea lm  o f  
s c ie n c e .  A l l  my know ledge o f  th e  w o r ld , 
even  my s c i e n t i f i c  kn o w led g e , i s  g a in e d  from  
my own p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  o f  v iew , o r  from  
some e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  w o r ld  w i th o u t  w hich  
th e  sym bol o f  s c ie n c e  w ould  be m e a n in g le s s .19

A c c o rd in g  to  M e rle a u -P o n ty , m o re o v e r, th e  d i a l e c t i c  

o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  i n v e s t i g a t io n  and p r a c t i c a l  a c t i o n  h o ld s  

t r u e  f o r  two r e a s o n s :

1 . On th e  one h an d , " th e r e  i s  no p la c e  o f  t r u t h " 

w hich  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  can c a l l  h i s  r e s e r v e d  dom ain f o r  s o l i ­

c i t u d e  and so lem n c o n te m p la t io n .20 Such i s  n o t  th e  freedom  

o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  a c t i o n ,  o r  any t r u e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p ro ­

j e c t .  In  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s v iew , " o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  th e  

t r u e  p a s s e s  th ro u g h  o t h e r s .  E i th e r  we go to w ard s  th e  t r u e  

w ith  them , o r  i t  i s  n o t  to w ard s  th e  t r u e  t h a t  we a r e  g o in g ."  

In  s h o r t ,  t h e r e  i s  no s o l i t a r y  t r u t h ;  p h i lo s o p h y ,  even  when

19 PP, p . v i i i .
20 P r a i s e , p . 31.

21I b id .
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f u r t h e s t  rem oved from  a c t i o n ,  i s  a k in d  o f  a c t i o n  o r  in v o lv e ­

m ent in  a  w o rld  o f  s o c i a l  a c t i o n  from  w hich  t h e r e  i s  no e s ­

c a p e . To do p h i lo s o p h y  i s  to  be  in v o lv e d  (e n g a g e e ) , and to  

b e  in v o lv e d  i s  to  a c c e p t  a p o i n t  o f  v iew  o f  th e  w o r ld  w h e re in  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  " p la c e  o f  t r u t h . "

2 . On th e  o t h e r  h a n d , ho w ev er, M e rle au -P o n ty  u p h o ld s  

th e  v iew  t h a t  to  c o n c e iv e  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  as  m ere ly  whimsy o r  

m e re ly  id e o lo g y  i s  t o  p e rm i t  p h i lo s o p h y  to  " e v a p o ra te  i n t o  

n o th in g  b u t  c lo u d s ."  F o r M e rle a u -P o n ty , to  p h i lo s o p h iz e  i s

to  se e k  th e  t r u t h ,  and t h i s  im p l ie s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  so m e th in g  
22t o  s e e ,  to  g r a s p ,  and to  s a y .  A t th e  v e ry  l e a s t ,  th e  p h i lo ­

s o p h ic a l  p r o j e c t  m ust t r a n s c e n d  th e  gap b e tw een  i t s e l f  as  

p h i lo s o p h y  ( id e a s )  and th o u g h t  and i t s e l f  as h i s t  ,y. I t  m ust 

c o n tin u e  to  e n v is io n  th e  p o t e n t i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  id e a s  f o r  

a c t i o n ,  f o r  h i s t o r y ,  w h ile  "m aking p h i lo s o p h y  th e  u n d e rs ta n d ­

in g  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e ,  and  h i s t o r y  th e  becom ing o f  
23p h i lo s o p h y ."  H egel u n d e rs to o d  t h i s  th o u g h  he  a b s o lu t iz e d

know ledge and r e i f i e d  th e  " s y s te m ."  A t one moment H e g e lia n

a b s o lu t is m  r e s o lv e s  to  s im p ly  s p e l l  o u t  an ongo in g  h i s t o r i c a l

p r o c e s s ;  he  i s  th e  s im p le  r e a d e r  o f  a h i s t o r y  a l r e a d y  accom p- 
24l i s h e d .  A t o t h e r  moments t h i s  ap p ro ach  e n c a p s u la te s  h i s t o r y

22I b i d . , p .  41.

23I b i d . , p .  48.

2^I b i d . , p . 49.
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i n  th e  i d e a ,  so  t h a t  p h i lo s o p h y  becom es th e  o n ly  s u b je c t  o f

h i s t o r y ,  and  th e  id e a  i n  th e  mind o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  i s
25t o t a l i z e d  a s  u n i v e r s a l  h i s t o r y  i t s e l f .

M e rle a u -P o n ty  r e f u s e s  th e s e  e x c e s s e s ,  r e f u s e s  to  se e  

th e  n e c e s s i t y  o r  even  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c h o o s in g  be tw een  

"o p p o sed  a l t e r n a t i v e s "  w hich  th e n  becom es th e  c h a lle n g e  to  

p h i lo s o p h y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a p h ilo s o p h y  o f  a c t i o n ,  and  th e  w o rld  

o f  h i s t o r i c a l ,  s o c i a l  a c t i o n  as w e l l .  Can p h ilo s o p h y  a c ­

c e p t  a c t i o n  as i t s  t r u e  r e a l i z a t i o n ?  Can a  c o n t in g e n t  h i s ­

t o r y  f u l f i l l  th e  c la im s  o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  t r u t h ?  O r, on th e  

c o n t r a r y ,  can  man l e a r n  a n y th in g  from  p h ilo s o p h y ?  Do id e a s  

h ave any v a l i d i t y  f o r  th e  man o f  a c t io n ?

M e rle a u -P o n ty  a t te m p ts  to  an sw er th e s e  q u e s t io n s  w hich  

s e t  th e  s ta g e  f o r  h i s  phenom enology o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o rld . 

F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  p h i lo s o p h y  in  th e  m odern 

w o rld  i s  f a c e d  w i th  a s e n se  o f  s t e r i l i t y ,  an i n a b i l i t y  t o  sa y  

a n y th in g  to  th o s e  i n  movem ent. P h i lo s o p h ie s  in  th e  end  " a re  

o n ly  w ords e x p re s s e d  a b i t  more c o h e r e n t ly .  The p h i lo s o p h y  

p la c e d  i n  books h a s  c e a s e d  to  c h a lle n g e  m en ." 26 In  a  w o rld  

w here e v e ry  man i s  so m eth in g  o f  a p h i lo s o p h e r ,  th e  p h i lo s o ­

p h e r  i s  t h r e a te n e d  w ith  th e  l o s s  o f  h i s  v o c a t io n .

S e c o n d ly , M e rle au -P o n ty  a rg u e s  t h a t  p h ilo s o p h y  can be

25I b id .

26I b i d . , p .  34.
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m e a n in g fu l i n  th e  m odern w o rld  i f ,  fo l lo w in g  M arx, "one 'd e ­

s t r o y s '  p h ilo s o p h y  as a d e ta c h e d  mode o f  know ing, i n  o r d e r  

to  ' r e a l i z e '  i t  in  a c tu a l  h i s t o r y . " 27 T h is  m eans n o t  s im p ly  

a  humanism w hich  a t te m p ts  t o  e x p la in  e v e r y th in g  by man. 

E x is te n c e  and  m eaning  o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  e x te n d  f a r  beyond 

man h im s e lf  o r  c o n s c io u s n e s s .28 The t a s k  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  i s  

n o t  to  a n th r o p o lo g iz e  th e  w o r ld , and h i s t o r y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  to  

a ro u s e  "us t o  w h at i s  p r o b le m a t ic  i n  o u r  own e x is t e n c e  and 

in  t h a t  o f  th e  w o r l d . . . , " 2^

In  s h o r t ,  M e r le a u -P o n ty ' s p h ilo s o p h y  o p p o ses  b o th  th e  

a n th r o p o lo g iz a t io n  o f  h i s t o r y  w hich w ould e x p la in  e v e ry th in g  

by man and th e  a b s o lu t i z a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y  i n  w hich  e v e ry th in g  

w ould  be red u c e d  to  an id e a  o f  th e  r e a l  w o r ld . F o r M erleau - 

P o n ty , th e  fo rm e r  r e p r e s e n t s  a  f a l s e  humanism and th e  l a t t e r  

a f a l s e  u n iv e r s a l i s m ;  w h i le  n e i t h e r  le a d s  t o  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  

o f  th e  d i a l e c t i c a l  in te r c h a n g e  betw een  th e  two a l t e r n a t i v e s .  

I n  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s v iew , th e  u n iq u en e ss  o f  M arx was to  b r id g e  

t h a t  gap:

The n o v e l ty  o f  M a rx .. .w a s . . . n o t  to  id e n ­
t i f y  th e  m over o f  h i s t o r y  w i th  human p ro d u c ­
t i v i t y ,  n o t  to  i n t e r p r e t  p h i lo s o p h y  a s  a  r e ­
f l e c t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  m ovem ent, b u t  r a t h e r  
to  denounce th e  t r i c k  by w hich th e  p h i lo s o ­
p h e r  s l i p s  th e  sy s te m  i n to  h is '.to ry  i n  o r d e r  
th e n  to  r e c o v e r  i t  and to  r e a f f i r m  i t s  om ni­
p o te n c e  p r e c i s e l y  a t  th e  moment when he 
seem ed to  g iv e  i t  u p .30

27I b i d . , p . 51 2 8I b i d . , p .  44 .

29I b id .  30I b i d . , p . 50
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M a rx 's  mode o f  p h i lo s o p h iz in g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  no lo n g e r  d e ­

ta c h e d  o r  a b s t r a c t .  I t  i s  c o n c re te  and " r e a l "  i n  t h e  se n se  

t h a t  i t  u n d e rs ta n d s  h i s t o r y  as  s i t u a t i o n ;  m eanings a r e  made 

in  h i s t o r y  n o t  m ere ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r  p r e o r d a in e d  by th e  me­

d i a t i o n  o f  p h i lo s o p h e r s .31 M e rle au -P o n ty  a g re e s  w i th  Marx 

t h a t  p h i lo s o p h y  would r i g h t l y  c o n c e rn  p r a x i s , " th e  m eaning  

w hich  w orks i t s e l f  o u t  sp o n ta n e o u s ly  i n  th e  i n t e r c r o s s i n g  o f  

th o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  by w hich man o r g a n iz e s  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  
32n a tu r e  and w i th  o th e r  m en."

F i n a l l y ,  we may a sk : Do id e a s  e v e r  move men beyond  

t h e i r  own h i s t o r i c a l  s u b ju g a t io n ?  Do men e v e r  s u c c e e d  in  

c r e a t in g  ( r e a l i z in g )  th e  c o n c r e t i z a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  id e a s  o t h e r  

th a n  i n  t h e i r  own h i s t o r i c a l  s u b ju g a t io n ?  In  o th e r  w o rd s , 

c o n s c io u s n e s s  r a i s e s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  freedom  and i n t e r s u b ­

j e c t i v i t y ,  b u t  t h e i r  r e a l i z a t i o n  i s  a lw ays c a l l e d  i n to  q u e s t io n  

by th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  pow er, f o r c e ,  v io le n c e ,  and th e  o b j e c t iv e  

and s u b je c t iv e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  t im e .

T h e r e f o r e ,  in  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s th o u g h t,  t o  ask  w h e th e r  

we move from  p h i lo s o p h y  to  p o l i t i c s  o r  from  p o l i t i c s  t o  p h i ­

lo so p h y  i s  b e s id e  th e  p o i n t .  M e rle au -P o n ty  i s  a  phenom enolo- 

g i s t  o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o rld  n o t  a  p o l i t i c i a n ,  i d e o l o g i s t  o r  

p a r t y  member. B u t p o l i t i c s  i s  n o t  m ere ly  an appendage to  h i s
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th o u g h t.  I t  i s  l i v i n g ,  h i s t o r i c a l  d im e n s io n . E x is te n c e  

c a n n o t b e  c u t  o f f  from  p o l i t i c s  and s o c i a l  l i f e ;  on th e  

c o n t r a r y ,  i t  can o n ly  be e n v is a g e d  as p la y e d  o u t  in  th e  po­

l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  w o rld  i t s e l f .  A phenom enology o f  th e  s o c ia l  

w o r ld , th e n ,  c a n n o t  be  l e s s  th a n  a  way o f  d e s c r ib in g ,  c r i t i ­

c iz in g  and e x p la in in g  h i s t o r i c a l ,  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

e x i s t e n c e .

I n  t h e  work o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty , t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  co m p li­

c a te d  by th e  e c l e c t i c  c h a r a c te r  o f  h i s  th in k in g .  More th a n  

t r a c e s  o f  in f lu e n c e  from  H egel and M arx, H u s s e r l  and H eid ­

e g g e r  s e rv e  t o  m e d ia te  h i s  uncom prom ising  d r iv e  f o r  th e o r y  

and  h i s  p a s s io n a te  p u sh  f o r  com m itm ent. He b e l i e v e s  i n  th e  

v e r i t i e s  o f  s o c i a l  th e o r y  b u t  f o r  him  t h e r e  i s  n e v e r  th e o ry  

i n  i t s e l f ,  be i t  t h a t  o f  K a r l  M arx, F reu d  o r  any o t h e r .  He 

b e l i e v e s  i n  th e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f  p r a x i s  b u t  man n e v e r  a c ts  

a lo n e  o r  w i th o u t  r e f e r e n c e  to  h i s  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  o th e r s  

and  id e o lo g y .  C o n s e q u e n tly , M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s th o u g h t  d e f i e s  

e a sy  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  as i t  i s  r e l a t e d  to  q u e s t io n s  

o f  p o l i t i c s  and s o c i a l  l i f e .  What b e s t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  Mer­

le a u -P o n ty  i s ,  on th e  one h an d , h i s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  

s k e p t ic is m  and , on th e  o t h e r ,  h i s  d e n ia l  o f  any " t o t a l "  

com m itm ent;

To sum up , we can no lo n g e r  have  a  K a n tia n  
sy stem  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  b e c a u se  such  a  sy s te m  i s  
n o t  co n c e rn e d  w i th  c o n se q u e n c e s , w h ereas  when 
we a c t  i t  i s  in d e e d  to  p ro d u ce  e x t e r n a l  r e ­
s u l t s ,  n o t  j u s t  to  make a g e s tu r e  and e a se  o u r  
c o n s c ie n c e .  We c a n n o t h av e  ' s k e p t i c a l '  p o l i t i c s
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b e c a u s e ,  a p p e a ra n c e  to  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  
c h o o ses  i t s  g o a ls  and makes a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  
f a c t s  (w hich i t  th e n  a sk s  us t o  r e c o g n iz e )  
a c c o rd in g  to  v a lu e s  i t  does n o t  ack n o w led g e , 
p ro p o s in g  to  g u id e  us t o  a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
th e  'p o s s i b l e '  on th e  b a s i s  o f  th e s e  f a c t s .
N or can  we any lo n g e r  h ave  a  p r o l e t a r i a n  
M a rx is t  p o l i t i c s  a lo n g  c l a s s i c a l  l i n e s ,  b e ­
c a u se  t h i s  p o l i t i c s  h a s  l o s t  i t s  g r ip  on 
th e  f a c t s . Our o n ly  r e c o u r s e  i s  a  r e a d in g  
on th e  p r e s e n t  w hich  i s  as  f u l l  and as 
f a i t h f u l  as p o s s ib l e ,  w hich  does n o t  p r e ­
j u d ic e  i t s  m ean ing , w h ich  even  r e c o g n iz e s  
chaos and n o n se n se  w here th e y  e x i s t ,  b u t  
w hich  does n o t  r e f u s e  to  d i s c e r n  a d i r e c -  
t i o n  and an id e a  i n  e v e n ts  w here th ey  a p p e a r .

How ever, M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s a n a l y s i s ,  as  se e n  i n  t h i s  

c h a p te r ,  i s  am biguous, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  h i s  a t te m p t  to  w alk  th e  

t i g h t r o p e  be tw een  an o p en -en d ed  m ethod and a  m arx ian  s o c i a l i s t  

com m itm ent.

H is a t t e m p t  to  o f f e r  an a l t e r n a t i v e  m ethodo logy  to  a  

s t a t i c ,  s t a t u s  quo o r ie n t e d  b e h a v io r a l i s m  in  th e  s o c i a l  s c i ­

e n c e s  i s  a  v i t a l  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  any p h ilo s o p h y  o f  a c t i o n  

and s o c i a l  c h an g e. N e v e r th e l e s s ,  th e  l im i t a t i o n s  o f  b e h a v io r ­

a l is m  a n a ly z e d  in  t h i s  c h a p te r  d e m o n s tra te  th e  im p o rta n c e  

o f  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  c h o ic e s  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n se ­

q u e n c e s . I n  o r d e r  to  f u r t h e r  t h i s  c r i t i q u e  and la y  th e  fo u n ­

d a t io n s  f o r  d e v e lo p in g  an a l t e r n a t i v e  ap p ro ach  to  s o c i a l  

r e a l i t y ,  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s phenom enology o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o rld

33SN, p p . 16 8-169
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i s  c o n s id e re d  in  th e  n e x t  c h a p te r ,  and th e n  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  

c h a p te r  we r e l a t e  M e r le a u -P o n ty ' s p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l m arxism  

to  th e  p ro b lem s o f  p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c s .  In  b o th  c a se s  we 

expound and i n t e r p r e t  th e  th o u g h t and e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  M e rle au -  

P o n ty  w i th  a v iew  to w ard  d e v is in g  and  d e v e lo p in g  an a l t e r n a ­

t i v e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e ,  th u s  p ro v id in g  th e  fo u n d a t io n  f o r  an 

e x te n d e d  c r i t i q u e  o f  b e h a ^ / io ra l  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  (C h a p te r  V) .
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Chapter I I I

THE PHENOMENOLOGY OF THE SOCIAL WORLD

In  th e  p r e v io u s  c h a p te r  some o f  th e  key  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  

and m e th o d o lo g ic a l  i s s u e s  w hich  s e p a r a te  th e  p h en o m e n o lo g ic a l 

and b e h a v io r a l  a p p ro a c h e s  to  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  have b een  an a­

ly z e d .  I t  h a s  b een  se e n  t h a t  th e  s c i e n t i s t i c  fo u n d a t io n  o f  

b e h a v io r a l i s m  p ro d u c e s  a  s t a t i c ,  o b j e c t i v i s t i c  p e r s p e c t iv e  

o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o r ld . M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s c r i t i q u e  o f  b e h a v io r ­

a l is m  i s  b a s e d  on a p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l m ethod w hich  g o es  beyond 

th e  l i m i t s  s e t  by b e h a v io r a l i s m .  In  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  b e h a v io r -  

a l i s t  t r a d i t i o n ,  th e  d i s t i n g u i s h in g  f e a t u r e  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s 

a n a l y s i s ,  w h ich  w i l l  now b e  c o n s id e r e d ,  i s  h i s  c o n c e rn  f o r  

a p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i n  w hich  

th e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  freedom  and a u th e n t ic  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  b e g in s ,  

f o r  man, i n  h i s t o r y  and i n  s o c i e t y .  I n  h i s  phenom enology o f  

th e  s o c i a l  w o r ld ,  s o c i a l  l i f e  b e g in s  w ith  a r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  

r e l a t i o n a l  o r  d i a l e c t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  e x i s t e n c e .

The s o c i a l  w o rld  i s  th e  c o re  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

p r o j e c t  b e c a u s e  M e rle au -P o n ty  e n v is a g e s  th e  l i v e d  w o r ld  (L e- 

b e n s w e lt ,  monde v e c u ) n o t  as a  s p h e re  o f  o b j e c t s  t o  b e  ob­

s e rv e d ,  b u t  o f  " v a lu e s ,  c u l t u r a l  g o o d s , d e s i r e s "  t o  b e  e x p e r i ­

e n c e d , l i v e d ,  a c te d  upo n , ch an g ed . "*■ M e rle a u -P o n ty 1 s phenom eno-

^D avid  C a r r ,  " M e rle au -P o n ty : I n c a r n a te  C o n s c io u sn e s s ,"  
i n  G eorge A. S c h ra d e r ,  e d . , E x i s t e n t i a l  P h i lo s o p h e r s : K ie rk e ­
g a a rd  t o  M e rle au -P o n ty  (New Y ork: MacGraw H i l l ,  1 9 6 7 ) , p . 373;

36
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lo g y  o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o rld  i s  a  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p r o j e c t  w hich 

s e t s  o u t  t o  d e s c r ib e  " th e  m in g lin g  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w ith  

t h e  w o r ld , i t s  in v o lv e m en t i n  a b o d y , and i t s  c o e x is te n c e  
2

w ith  o t h e r s . . . . "  Je a n  H y p p o li te  d e s c r ib e s  th e  m eaning  o f

th e  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw een  man and w o rld  in  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s

phenom enology o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o rld  as

une m e d i ta t io n  s u r  c e t t e  co n n ex io n  in t im e  de 
1 ' e x i s t e n c e  e t  du s e n s .  N o tre  e x i s t e n c e  ne 
s 1e n ra c in e  dans l e  monde e t  dans l 'h i s t o i r e  
que p a rc e  q u 'e l l e  y d e c o u v re  ou  y i n v e n te  un 
s e n s .  Ce sen s  n ' e s t  p a s  e c r i t  dans l a  n a tu r e  
d es  c h o s e s ,  ou dans un e s p r i t  e t e r n a l ,  i l  e s t  
l 'o e v r e  p r e p a i r e  e t  to u jo u r s  m enacee de 
1 ' e x i s t e n c e  que nous sommes n o u s - m e m e .3

M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s phenom enology o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o rld  i s  

a r a d i c a l  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  b e h a v io r a l i s m  in  th e  

s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s .  I t  i s  c o n t r a s te d  w i th  b e h a v io r a l i s m  in  th e  

fo l lo w in g  w ays:

(1) A t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  th e  human l i f e - w o r l d  

o f  e v e ry d a y  com m on-sense r e a l i t y ,  th e  w o rld  o f  m u l t ip l e  

r e a l i t i e s .

(2) A t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  human i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  

and s o c i a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

(3) A t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  s o c i a l  c o n s c io u s n e ss  

as  p e r c e p t iv e  and  p e r s p e c t i v a l .

2SN, p . 59.

2J e a n  H y p p o l i te ,  Sens e t  e x i s t e n c e  dans l a  p h i lo s o p h ie
de M aurice  M e rle au -P o n ty  (O xford : The C la re n d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 3 ), 
p . 3.
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(4) An e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  d i a l e c t i c s  w hich  

r e l a t e s  s o c i a l  p r a x i s  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  to  h i s t o r i c a l  s i ­

t u a t i o n  and s o c i a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

B u t th e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  " m e d i ta t io n "  o r  i n t e r r o g a t io n

i s  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l p r o j e c t  in  w hich  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  i s

a  " p e r p e tu a l  b e g in n e r ."  H ere M e rle au -P o n ty  makes u se  o f

H u s s e r l 's  n o t io n  o f  th e  r a d i c a l  r e d u c t io n ,  w h ich , a t  l e a s t  in

p a r t ,  m eans t h a t  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  " ta k e s  f o r  g r a n te s  n o th in g
4

t h a t  men, le a r n e d  o r  o th e r w i s e ,  b e l i e v e  th e y  know." And 

f u r t h e r ,

I t  m eans a l s o  t h a t  p h ilo s o p h y  i t s e l f  m ust n o t  
ta k e  i t s e l f  f o r  g r a n t e d ,  i n  so  f a r  as i t  may 
have managed to  sa y  so m e th in g  t r u e ;  t h a t  i t  
i s  an e v e r- re n e w e d  e x p e r im e n t in  m aking i t s  
own b e g in n in g ;  t h a t  i t  c o n s i s t s  w h o lly  i n  th e  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h i s  b e g in n in g ;  and f i n a l l y ,  
t h a t  r a d i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n  am ounts t o  a  c o n s c i ­
o u sn e ss  o f  i t s  own d ep en d en ce  on an u n re -  
f l e c t i v e  l i f e  w hich  i s  i t s  i n i t i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  
u n ch a n g in g , g iv e n  o nce  and f o r  a l l . 5

P h e n o m en o lo g ica l r e d u c t io n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e lo n g s  to  e x i s t e n t i a l

p h i lo s o p h y ,  n o t  to  i d e a l is m  o r  r a t i o n a l i s m ,  b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld

i s  th e  b ack g ro u n d  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n ,  o r ,  in

o t h e r  w o rd s , human and s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e  i s  th e  s u b je c t  o f

e v e ry  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l p r o j e c t . ^

4PP, x iv

5I b id .

6I b id .
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In  t h i s  c h a p te r  we w i l l  be  c o n c e rn e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w ith  

(1) th e  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  a phenom enology o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o rld  

as d e v e lo p e d  by M e rle au -P o n ty ; (2) an a n a ly s i s  o f  M e rle a u -  

P on ty  's  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  a  th e o r y  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  and  

freedom ; (3) an a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  

s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s phenom enology. The l a t t e r  

p o in t  w i l l  a ls o  be th e  m ain co n cern  o f  C h a p te r  V.

F i r s t l y ,  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l w o rld -v ie w  i s  a v iew  o f  

a w o rld  o f  m u l t ip l e  r e a l i t i e s .  T h is s t a r t i n g  p o in t  e n a b le s  

M erle au -P o n ty  t o  c o n s id e r  n o t  o n ly  th e  r a t i o n a l  o r  i n t e l l e c ­

tu a l  s p h e re  o f  know ledge ( r e f l e x i v e  know ledge) a s  a p a r t  o f  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  b u t  a ls o  th e  ev e ry d ay  know ledge o f  common 

se n se  r e a l i t y  ( p r e - r e f l e x i v e  k n o w le d g e ). T h is  a p p ro ach  tu rn s  

th e  o u tw ard  bound th o u g h t  o f  s c ie n c e  and  p h i lo s o p h y  in w a rd s , 

t h a t  i s  to  s a y ,  t h i s  a p p ro ach  tu r n s  o b j e c t iv e  know ledge t o ­

w ard s u b je c t iv e  k now ledge , th o u g h t,  i n  o t h e r  w o rd s , to w ard  

a c t io n .  F o r M erle au -P o n ty  th e  w o rld  o f  m u l t ip l e  r e a l i t i e s  i s  

fo unded  on:

(1) A H i s t o r i c a l  M ethod: An a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  r e a l ,  

h i s t o r i c a l  w o r ld  o f  s u b je c t  and o b j e c t  as  i t  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  

as s i t u a t i o n ,  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  c o n s c io u s n e ss  by w o rld  a c to r s ;

(2) A S o c io lo g ic a l  M ethod: An a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  s o c i a l

w o rld  from  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  c o n s c io u s n e ss  

and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n — n e i t h e r  s u b je c t iv e  n o r  o b j e c t iv e  a lo n e ;

(3) A D i a l e c t i c a l  M ethod: An a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  i n t e r -
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a c t i o n  o f  th o u g h t  and a c t i o n  in  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h a t  

i s ,  th e  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e tw een  s u b j e c t i v i t y  and o b j e c t i v i t y ,  b e ­

tw een s e l f  and o t h e r s ,  b e tw een  l i f e  w o rld  and w o rld  o f  ob ­

j e c t s  an d  t h in g s ,  be tw een  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  n a t i o n s ,  s e x e s .  A 

p h i lo s o p h y  o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o rld  c o n c e rn s , f o r  M e rle a u -P o n ty , 

th e  m eaning  o f  s o c i a l  p r a x i s  o r  as  he  s a y s ,  p a ra p h r a s in g  

M arx, p r a x i s  i s  " th e  m eaning  w hich  w orks i t s e l f  o u t  s p o n ta n e ­

o u s ly  i n  th e  i n t e r c r o s s i n g  o f  th o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  by w hich  man 

o r g a n iz e s  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  n a tu r e  and w i th  o th e r  m e n ." 7 

M e rle au -P o n ty  a t te m p ts  to  d e s c r ib e  in  a m arx ian  v e in  th e  

h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i a l  p ro c e s s  in  w hich  men and women o rg a n iz e  

t h e i r  s o c i a l  w o r ld , l i v e  in  i t ,  and  s t r u g g l e  to  change i t .

T h e r e f o r e ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  a t te m p ts  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h ,  f o l ­

lo w in g  M arx, a  r a d i c a l  hum anism  b e c a u se  i t  s e ek s  th e  g o a ls  o f  

p h i lo s o p h y — a c o m p le te  g ra s p  o f  th e  w o rld — in  th e  i n te r c o n ­

n e c t io n s  o f  man w ith  h i s  own h i s t o r y  r a t h e r  th a n  in  th e  con­

te m p la t io n  o f  h i s t o r y . 8 Such a  p h ilo s o p h y  r e q u i r e s  a r a d i c a l  

h u m a n iz a tio n  o f  p o l i t i c s  and  a new c o n c e p tio n  o f  s o c i a l  h i s ­

t o r y .  E a r l i e r  c o n c e p tio n s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  man, and p o l i t i c s  a re  

s u p e rs e d e d  by w hat M e rle au -P o n ty  s e e s  as M a rx 's  p h ilo s o p h y  

o f  i n t e r - s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  a p h i lo s o p h y  t h a t  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  and 

c o n c r e t e ly  human y e t  r o o te d  in  th e  a c tu a l  h i s t o r i c a l  w o rld

7P r a i s e , p . 50.

8SN, p . 79.
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s i t u a t i o n .  T hese e a r l i e r  c o n c e p tio n s  in c lu d e  K ie rk e g a a r d 's  

e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  e x c e s s iv e  i n n e r  s u b je c t iv i s m ;  

F e u e rb a c h 's  a n th r o p o lo g iz a t io n  o f  human h i s t o r y ;  H e g e l 's  

o b je c t iv i s m ;  and th e  r a t i o n a l i s m  o f  th e  e m p i r i c i s t  t r a d i t i o n .  

None o f  th e s e  p h i lo s o p h ie s  su c ce e d e d  in  r e a l i z i n g  a  d i a l e c t i c a l  

and  h i s t o r i c a l  n o t io n  o f  man who i s  a t  one and  th e  same tim e  

b o rn  i n to  a  w o rld  o f  id e a s  y e t  i s  h im s e lf  th e  s o le  a p p ro p r i -  

a t o r  o f  i d e a s ;  o r  o f  a  w o rld  o f  t h in g s  and r e l a t i o n s  w hich  i s  

" a lr e a d y  th e r e "  y e t  t h e r e  t o  be c r e a t e d  by man h im s e lf .

I f  i t  i s  n e i t h e r  a " s o c i a l  n a tu r e "  g iv e n  
o u t s i d e  o u r s e l v e s ,  n o r  th e  "W orld S p i r i t , "  
n o r  th e  movement a p p r o p r i a t e  to  i d e a s ,  n o r  
c o l l e c t i v e  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  th e n  w h a t i s ,  f o r  
Marx th e  v e h ic l e  o f  h i s t o r y  and th e  m o t iv a t ­
in g  f o rc e  o f  th e  d i a l e c t i c ? I t  i s  man in v o lv e d  
i n  a c e r t a i n  way o f  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  n a tu r e  in  w hich  
t h e  mode o f  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  o t h e r s  t a k e s  
sh a p e ; i t  i s  c o n c re te  human i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y , 
th e  s u c c e s s iv e  and s im u lta n e o u s  comm unity o f  
e x is t e n c e s  i n  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n  
i n  a ty p e  o f  o w n e rsh ip  w hich th e y  b o th  su b m it 
t o  and t r a n s fo r m ,  each  c r e a t e d  by and c r e a t in g  
th e  o t h e r . 9

M e rle au -P o n ty  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a q u e s t i o n  in  Marx o f  

w h e th e r  man i s  a t t a c h e d  to  h im s e lf  a lo n e  o r  t o  t h e  w o rld  a lo n e ,  

to  h i s  f reed o m  o r  to  th e  o b j e c t iv e  w o rld  s i t u a t i o n .  These a re  

f a l s e  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  In  c o n c re te  r e a l i t y ,  th e  bond t h a t  

a t t a c h e s  man to  th e  w o rld  i s  a t  th e  same tim e  h i s  o n ly  way 

to  f r e e d o m .^  The ta s k  o f  p h i lo s o p h y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  to  u n d e r­

s ta n d  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  d i a l e c t i c .  "M arxism  i s  n o t  a p h ilo s o p h y

9I b i d . , p . 129.

10I b i d . , p .  130.
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o f  th e  s u b je c t ,  b u t  i t  i s  j u s t  as  f a r  from  a p h ilo s o p h y  o f  

t h e  o b j e c t ;  i t  i s  a p h i lo s o p h y  o f  h i s t o r y . " 11

M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s t r e a tm e n t  o f  M a rx is t  "humanism" e x ­

p l a i n s  h i s  v iew  t h a t  C a p i ta l  i s  a c o n c re te  Phenom enology o f  
12M ind. F o r M arx, one c a n n o t do p h i lo s o p h y  w i th o u t  f u l f i l l ­

in g  i t ,  and  w h ile  M erle au -P o n ty  f e e l s  t h a t  H egel was n o t  

w rin g  he was n o n e th e le s s  a b s t r a c t .  H e g e l 's  l o g i c  i s  th e  

" a lg e b r a  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n . " 13 B ut th e  im p o r ta n t  p o in t  i s  

t h a t  t h e  p h i lo s o p h e r  ( e . g . ,  th e  l a t e r  H egel) m ust r e a l i z e

t h a t  he c a n n o t o b ta in  " th e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  th e  m eaning o f  h i s -
14to ry  to  w hich  o t h e r  men s im p ly  s u b m it."  On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  

when th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  does away w ith  i s o l a t e d ,  a b s t r a c t  p h i ­

l o s o p h iz in g  and  r e p l a c e s  i t  w i th  c o n c re te  th in k in g ,  w i th  a 

M arx ian  " c r i t i q u e , "  th e n  p h i lo s o p h y  su c ce e d s  in  overcom ing  

th e  " i l l u s i o n  o f  c o n te m p la tio n "  and becom es, in  M e rle au - 

P o n ty 1 s v iew , " e x i s t e n t i a l  p h i lo s o p h y ."  When know ledge i s  

p u t  b ack  i n t o  " th e  t o t a l i t y  o f  human p r a x is "  so t h a t  th e  su b ­

j e c t  i s  th e  s u b je c t  o f  h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  so  t h a t  n e i t h e r  th e  

s u b je c t  n o r  th e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  m ere f a b r i c a t i o n ,  th e n  we have 

a  p h ilo s o p h y  w hich  i s  m i l i t a n t . 15

11I b i d . ; s e e  a l s o  HT, pp . 101 and 148.

12HT, p . 101; SN, p . 133.

13SN, p . 133.

14I b i d .

15I b i d . , p . 134.
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A lth o u g h  much o f  th e  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s i g ­

n i f i c a n c e  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s n o t io n  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l  d i a l e c ­

t i c s  w i l l  be r e s e r v e d  f o r  C h a p te r  V, we can now s u g g e s t  how 

M e rle au -P o n ty  e n v is a g e d  th e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een a 

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l p h i lo s o p h y  and a  p o l i t i c s  o f  r a d i c a l  a c t i o n .

M erle au -P o n ty  s e e s  t h a t  th e  t a s k  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  am bi­

gu o u s , d i a l e c t i c a l .  A p h i lo s o p h y  o f  p r a x i s  i s  com m itted  to  

a c t i o n ,  t o  th o s e  s o c i a l  a c t i o n s  w h ich  s e t  o u t  to  change th e  

w o rld . B u t, t h e r e  i s  a d i a l e c t i c  o r  am biguous r e l a t i o n s h ip  

f o r  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r ,  as f o r  a l l  men— t h a t  b e tw een  th e  means 

by w hich he u n d e rs ta n d s  w h at t o  do and th e  means by w hich he 

ch o o ses  w hat to  d o . The p h i lo s o p h e r ,  a c c o rd in g  to  M erleau - 

P o n ty , h e lp s  us to  u n d e r s ta n d . P h ilo s o p h y  i s  n o th in g  m ore, 

i n  a r e a l  s e n s e ,  th a n  " p u t t i n g  i n to  w ords w hat e v e ry  man 

knows w e l l .  . .  . Ye t  i t  i s  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  who wakes up 

and s p e a k s ;  h i s  c h o ic e  o f  n o t  re m a in in g  s i l e n t  i s  h i s  mode 

o f  a c t i o n .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s , th e  phenom enology o f  th e  s o c i a l  

w o rld  e sp o u se d  by M e rle au -P o n ty  i s  a  b o ld  e f f o r t  to  c r e a t e  a 

t h e o r e t i c a l  r a d i c a l i s m  whose m etho d o lo g y  b in d s  i t  to  th e  w o rld  

o f  s o c i a l  a c t i o n ,  whose t r a i l  i s  a lw ays c ro s s e d  by th e  e v e ry ­

day e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  h u m an ity . The u n iq u e  f e a t u r e  o f M erleau - 

P o n ty ' s r a d i c a l i s m  i s  t h a t  i t  h o ld s  n e i t h e r  t o  th e  dogmas o f  

th e  s u b je c t iv e  o r  human n o r  to  t h e  dogmas o f  th e  o b j e c t iv e  o r

^ P r a i s e ,  p . 63.
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r a t i o n a l .  I t  i s  r a t h e r  an o n g o in g  dev e lo p m en t o f  p h i lo s o p h i ­

c a l  th e o r y  and know ledge bound as  i t  i s  d i a l e c t i c a l l y  to  

th e  c o n t in g e n t  w o rld  o f  human s o c i e t y .  F i n a l l y ,  M e rle au - 

P o n ty  a t te m p ts  t o  found  a  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  man in  b o th  th e  

e m p i r ic a l  r a d i c a l i s m  b a s e d  on p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l d e s c r i p t i o n  

and  th e  s o c i a l  p r a x i s  o f  human a c to r s .

E x is te n c e  and  th e  W orld o f  Freedom

And so  I  l i v e  n o t  f o r  d e a th  b u t  
f o r e v e r ,  and l ik e w is e ,  n o t  f o r  
m y se lf  a lo n e  b u t  w ith  o th e r  
p e o p le .  A more co m p le te  d e f i n i ­
t i o n  o f  w h at i s  c a l l e d  e x i s t e n ­
t i a l i s m  th e n  we g e t  from  t a l k i n g  
o f  a n x ie ty  and th e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  
o f  th e  human c o n d i t io n  m ig h t be 
fo u n d  in  th e  id e a  o f  a u n i v e r s a l i t y  
w hich  men a f f i r m  o r  im ply  by th e  
m ere f a c t  o f  t h e i r  b e in g  and a t  th e  
v e ry  moment o f  t h e i r  o p p o s i t io n  to  
e a ch  o t h e r ,  i n  u n re a s o n , o f  a  f r e e -  
dome w hich comes i n t o  b e in g  i n  th e  
a c t  o f  a c c e p t in g  l i m i t s  and t o  
w hich  th e  l e a s t  p e r c e p t io n ,  th e  
s l i g h t e s t  movement o f  th e  b ody , 
th e  s m a l le s t  a c t i o n ,  b e a r  in c o n ­
t e s t a b l e  w i t n e s s . 17

What we have  c a l l e d  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l  d i a l e c t i c  i n  Mer­

le a u -P o n ty  1 s phenom enology i s  a  m ethod w hich  a p p ro a c h e s  e x i s ­

te n c e  as  s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e  a lw ays i n  an h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n

17SN, p . 70.
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( i . e . ,  b e in g - i n - t h e - w o r l d ) . T h is  means t h a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  human u n i v e r s a l i t y  th ro u g h  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  becom es con­

c r e t e  and r e a l i z a b l e  in  p r a c t i c a l ,  e v e ry d a y  human i n t e r ­

a c t io n  and d i s c o u r s e .  M e r le a u -P o n ty 1s  e x i s t e n t i a l  d i a l e c t i c  

h i g h l i g h t s  th e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  th e  s u b je c t iv e  con­

s c io u s n e s s ,  on t h e  one h a n d , and th e  o b j e c t iv e  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  

on th e  o t h e r  i n  an o p e n , "am biguous" m an n er, em b rac in g  th e  co n ­

t r a d i c t o r y  te n d e n c ie s  w ith  r e g a r d  to  c o n t in g e n t  and n e c e s s a ry  

h i s t o r y .  The m ethod , t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  e c l e c t i c ,  as G eorg L u- 

c a cs  r i g h t l y  sa y s  i n  h i s  l a t e r  w r i t i n g s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  rem a in s  

f a s t e n e d  in  th e  b o u rg e o is  s p l i t  be tw een  o b j e c t iv e  u n d e rs ta n d ­

in g  and m o ra l f e e l i n g . 18 L ukacs b e l i e v e s  t h a t  M e rle au -P o n ty  

i s  c lo s e r  t o  W eberian  l i b e r a l i s m  th a n  to  h i s  own b ra n d  o f  n e o ­

m arx ism . M e rle a u -P o n ty , f o r  h i s  p a r t ,  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  h i s  e f ­

f o r t s  t o  s t r a d d l e  o b j e c t iv i s m  and s u b je c t iv i s m  make f o r  a

w o rk a b le  b le n d  o f  e a r l y  L ukacs and w h a t h e  ch o o ses  to  c a l l  
19W eberian  m arxism . The te n s io n  b e tw een  th e s e  d i f f e r i n g  

p e r s p e c t i v e s  i s  r e a l  and w i l l  be  f u r t h e r  a n a ly z e d  in  th e  f o l ­

lo w in g  c h a p te r .  How ever, w hat i s  e s s e n t i a l  a t  t h i s  p o in t  i s  

th e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  i n  M erle au -P o n ty  a b o ld  e f f o r t  i s  made 

to  em brace th e  two w o r ld s — s u b je c t  and o b j e c t ,  c o n s c io u s n e ss

18Georg L u k a c s , E x i s te n t ia l i s m e  ou M arxism e? ( P a r i s :  
N a g e l ,  1 9 6 1 ) , p p . 199 , 203.

19 AD, p p . 1 5 -4 2 . T h is  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  as The C r i s i s  
o f  th e  U n d e r s ta n d in g ,"  P r im a c y , pp . 19 3 -2 1 0 .
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and s o c i a l  p r a x i s ,  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and m arxism . The r e s u l t s  

a r e  u n d o u b te d ly  m ix ed , o r  am biguous, as  Lukacs s a y s  and Mer­

le a u - P o n ty  a g re e s ,  b u t  th e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l  

d i a l e c t i c  rem a in s  im p e r a t iv e  i n  a  w o r ld  in  w hich d o g m atic  

th e o r y  and d o g m atic  a c t i o n  te n d  to  r e p la c e  th e  d i a l e c t i c a l  

t e n s io n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  d ev e lo p m en t fo u n d ed  in  m arx ism . As a 

p r e lu d e  to  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s p o l i t i c s  and c r i t i q u e  o f  p o l i t i c s  

(C h a p te r  V ), we w i l l  f i r s t  exam ine th e  phenom enology o f  th e  

s o c i a l  w o rld  a s  a p h i lo s o p h y  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  and  a 

p h ilo s o p h y  o f  freed o m .

A cco rd in g  to  M e rle a u -P o n ty , th e  d i a l e c t i c a l  n a tu r e  o f  

m an 's  s e x u a l  b e in g ,  i t s  h i s t o r i c i t y  and s o c i a l i t y  a s  w e l l  as 

i t s  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  i s  a k in  t o  th e  d i a l e c t i c a l  n a tu r e  o f  p o l i ­

t i c s  and  human a c t i o n .  S e x u a l i t y  and  p o l i t i c s  a r e  m ere ly  two 

a s p e c t s  o f  th e  same p r o b le m a t ic — th e  d im en s io n  ( p o s s i b i l i t y )  

o f  human freedom  in  h i s t o r y .  M e rle a u -P o n ty  a rg u e s  a g a in s t  

c a u s a l i t y  in  human r e l a t i o n s ;  h i s t o r y  i t  c o n t in g e n t ,  m an-made. 

W hile t h e r e  i s  no t r a n s c e n d in g  o f  human s e x u a l i t y ,  ev en  th o u g h  

s e x u a l i t y  i s  n e v e r  a s e l f - e n c l o s e d  sy s te m , th e  same i s  t r u e  

f o r  p o l i t i c s ,  eco n o m ics, and human s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  He 

a rg u e s  f o r  a  h i s t o r i c a l  m a te r i a l i s m ,  f o r  th e  p rim acy  o f  p r a x i s  

o v e r  th e o r y ,  f o r  a c o n c r e t e ,  open  h i s t o r y  w hich  i s  c o n tr a ry  

to  c l a s s i c a l  e c o n o m ic s , b o u rg e o is  th e o ry  o r  l o g i c a l  p o s i t iv i s m ,

b a s e d  on "a  c o - r e l a t i o n  o f  p r o d u c t iv e  f o rc e s  and form s o f  p r o -  
20d u c t io n ."  T h is  a p p ro ach  to  h i s t o r y ,  t o  human s o c i a l  p r a x i s ,

20PP. p .  171.
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i s  c o m p le te d , f o l lo w in g  M arx, " o n ly  when th e  fo rm e r  em erge

(p ro d u c t iv e  f o rc e s )  from  t h e i r  a n o n y m ity , become aw are o f

th e m s e lv e s  and a re  th u s  c a p a b le  o f  im p o sin g  a  form  on th e  
21f u tu r e .  In  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  h i s t o r y  i s  n o t  r e d u c e d  to  eco n o ­

m ics n o r  i s  econom ics r e d u c e d  to  h i s t o r y .  In  th e  same way, 

man i s  n e v e r  re d u c e d  to  s e x u a l i t y .  R a th e r ,  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  

a tte m p ts  to  g iv e  "a  c o n c re te  c o n c e p tio n  o f  h i s t o r y "  in  w hich

th e  dynam ics o f  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  re -e m e rg e  i n  su ch  a way t h a t  
. . . . .  . 2 2"econom ics i s  r e i n t e g r a t e d  i n to  h i s t o r y . . . "  m  th e  same way 

t h a t  s e x u a l i t y  i s  i n t e g r a t e d  i n to  b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld .

T h is  c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  human s e x u a l i t y  o r  

c la s s  r e l a t i o n s  i s  a t  b o tto m  a r a d i c a l  a t t e m p t  t o  d e s c r ib e  

th e  " r e a l  s u b je c t  o f  h i s t o r y " — n o t  th e  econom ic s u b je c t  o r  th e  

f a c t o r  o f  s e x u a l i t y ,  b u t  " th e  l i v i n g  s u b je c t ,  man as c r e a t i v i ­

t y ,  as  a p e rs o n  t r y i n g  to  endow h i s  l i f e  w i th  fo rm , lo v in g ,

h a t i n g ,  c r e a t in g  o r  n o t  c r e a t in g  w orks o f  a r t ,  h a v in g  o r  n o t  
23h a v in g  c h i l d r e n . "  In  s h o r t ,  b o th  human s e x u a l i t y  and th e  

s t r u g g l e  o v e r  th e  f o r c e s  and form s o f  p r o d u c t io n  a re  ways o f  

b e in g - i n - t h e - w o r l d  (and c o n s e q u e n tly  ways o f  a c t in g )  r a t h e r  

th a n  ways o f  t h in k in g .  P r a x i s , M e rle au -P o n ty  a s s e r t s ,  i s  th e  

fo u n d a t io n  o f  h i s t o r y ,  n o t  th o u g h t.

21 I b id .
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A cco rd in g  t o  t h i s  v iew , a l l  h i s t o r y  i s  e x p re s s e d  in

v a r io u s  form s o f  s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  th ough  th e  ro a d  to  an

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  am biguous, s in c e  th e  i n t e r s u b -

j e c t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  c a n n o t be  re d u c e d  to  th e  o b j e c t iv e  co n - 
24d i t i o n  i n  i t s e l f  n o r  v i c e - v e r s a .  M erle au -P o n ty  p r o f e s s e s  

to  overcom e t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  dilem m a n o t  by re d u c in g  i t  o r  b i ­

f u r c a t i n g  i t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  by em b rac in g  i t :  a m b ig u ity  i s  n o t  a
25m a t t e r  o f  r e p ro a c h ,  i t  i s  i n h e r e n t  in  t h in g s .  The e x i s t e n ­

t i a l  c o n c e p tio n  o f  h i s t o r y  s e e s  th e  i n h e r e n t  l i n k  be tw een  su b ­

j e c t i v e  and o b j e c t iv e  f o r c e s ,  i . e . ,  an o p e n -e n d e d , d i a l e c t i c a l  

p r o c e s s .  The l i n k  b e tw een  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  and o b j e c t iv e  r e a l i t y  

d e m o n s tra te s  a s  we have  a l r e a d y  n o te d ,  t h a t  o n ly  th e  l i v i n g  

s u b je c t  h a s  a  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  a  l i v i n g  s u b je c t  who i s  " h i s t o r i c a l l y  

s i t u a t e d .  " 2  ̂ A cco rd in g  to  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1 s a n a lo g y , l i f e  

b r e a th e s  a s e x u a l  a tm o sp h e re , i n  th e  same way t h a t  th e  p r o l e ­

t a r i a t  o r  th e  b o u r g e o is ie  becom es im p l ic a te d ,  en g ag ed , c o n s c i ­

ous o f  econom ics and th e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  in  r e g a r d  to  a c e r t a i n  

h i s t o r i c a l  b ack d ro p  w hich  s e rv e s  as th e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e i r  p r o ­

j e c t i v e  a c t i o n s .  In  M e r le a u -P o n ty ' s w ords:

I f  e x i s t e n c e  i s  th e  p erm an en t a c t  by w hich 
man ta k e s  up , f o r  h i s  own p u rp o s e s ,  and makes 
h i s  own a c e r t a i n  de f a c to  s i t u a t i o n ,  none o f  
h i s  th o u g h ts  w i l l  be  a b le  to  be q u i t e  d e ta c h e d

24I b i d . , p .  172.

25I b id .

26I b i d . , p .  173.
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from  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n te x t  in  w hich  he 
l i v e s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  from  h i s  eco n o ­
m ic s i t u a t i o n .  P r e c i s e ly  b e c a u s e  eco n o ­
m ics i s  n o t  a  c lo s e d  w o r ld , and b e c au se  
a l l  m o t iv a t io n s  in te r m in g le  a t  th e  c o re  
o f  h i s t o r y ,  th e  e x te r n a l  becom es i n t e r n a l  
and th e  i n t e r n a l  e x t e r n a l ,  and no c o n s t i ­
t u e n t  o f  o u r  e x i s t e n c e  can  e v e r  be o u t r u n . 27

One m ig h t a s s e r t ,  a s  we s h a l l  d i s c u s s  b e lo w , t h a t  freed o m , in  

s h o r t ,  i s  p o s s ib l e  b u t  o n ly  a s  r e g a r d s  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  i n t e r -  

s u b je c t iv e  e x i s t e n c e  a g a in s t  th e  b a c k d ro p  o f  a  w o rld  h i s t o r i ­

c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  Freedom  i s  p o s s ib l e  o n ly  on th e  c o n d i t io n  

t h a t  n e i t h e r  th e  s u b je c t iv e  n o r  o b j e c t iv e  i s  v a n q u is h e d , b u t  

r a t h e r  by t h e i r  in te r c h a n g e  o r  a d i a l e c t i c  u n i ty .

The W orld o f  E x is te n c e

The m e r i t  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  d e v o te d  to  

t h in k in g  a b o u t th e  human c o n d i t i o n .  T h is  e n t a i l s  r e c o g n i t i o n  

o f  th o s e  human demands to  re a c h  o u t  beyond  th e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  

th e  e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  Where l i f e  i s  f r a g i l e ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

and law s a re  o p p r e s s iv e ,  men and s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  s t r u g g l e  f o r  

pow er o r  s u r v i v a l ,  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  b r in g s  r e s o l v e ,  com m itm ent, 

and f i n a l l y  th e  n e g a t iv e  a c t ,  an a c t  w h ich  sa y s  No to  th e  p r e ­

27I b i d . , p .  172; s e e  a ls o  SN, p p . 113 , 133 -1 3 4 ; SB, 
p p . 222 -2 2 3 .
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s e n t  i n  o r d e r  to  c r e a t e  a  new f u t u r e .  M e rle a u -P o n ty , b e s id e s  

s h a r in g  th e  s e n se  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  comm itm ent to  man, moves 

b ey o n d  i n d iv i d u a l  e x i s t e n c e  to w a rd  a  s o c i a l  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m .  

B e in g - in - th e - w o r ld  r e p r e s e n ts  i n  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s th o u g h t  

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s o c i a l i t y  o r  c o e x is te n c e  s in c e  my b ody , 

o t h e r s ,  and th e  w o rld  a ro u n d  me come i n to  my p e r c e p tu a l  and 

a c t i v e  f i e l d  as " a lr e a d y  t h e r e . "  The l i v e d  w o rld  (L e b e n s w e lt) 

i s  an " in a l i e n a b l e  p re s e n c e "  s in c e  i t  i s  a lw ays a lr e a d y  

t h e r e  ( t o u j o u r s - d e j a - l a ) . 28 The l i v e d  w o rld  r e f e r s  n o t  o n ly  

t o  w o rld  em bodim ent as  a  s t r u c t u r a l  p r e s e n c e  t o  m an, b u t  t o  

s o c i a l  em bodim ent o f  man to  th e  w o r ld ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  c o e x is t e n -  

t i a l  p r e s e n c e  o f  man t o  man v i s - a - v i s  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  

w o rld .

M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  w o rld  o f  e x i s t e n c e  i s  

v i t a l  to  th e s e  c o n s id e r a t i o n s .  He c la im s ,  on th e  one h an d , 

t h a t  th e  e x t e r n a l i t y  o f  b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld  d e f in e s  man, e s ta b ­

l i s h e s  h i s  h o r iz o n  o r  s p a t i a l  and  te m p o ra l  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  and 

f i x e s  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  v i s - a - v i s  h im s e l f ,  o th e r s  and th e  w o rld  

aro u n d  him . T h is  i s  th e  " th ro w n n e s s - in to -b e in g "  o f  w hich H eid ­

e g g e r  s p e a k s .  B u t, on th e  o t h e r  h a n d , b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld  

r e q u i r e s  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e n t i o n a l  a c t s  o f  men in  t h e i r  d ay- 

to -d a y  e n c o u n te r s  w ith  o t h e r s  and  th e  w o rld  a s  th e  b a s i s  upon 

w hich  th e  w o rld  i s  g iv e n  m ean in g , t a k e s  sh ap e  f o r  u s ,  i s

28PP, p . v i i .
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form ed o r  t r a n s fo r m e d ,  m olded  o r  rem o ld ed . We c a n n o t,  t h e r e ­

f o r e ,  sp e ak  o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  w o rld  w i th o u t  in c lu d in g  

t h e r e i n  man as an i n t e n t i o n a l  a c to r .  T h e re  i s  a lw ays a  d i a ­

l e c t i c  o f  i n n e r  and  o u t e r ,  n e v e r  th e  one a lo n e .  M e rle au -  

P o n ty  a s s e r t s  t h a t

The w o r ld  i s  n o t  an o b j e c t  su ch  t h a t  I  
h ave  in  my p o s s e s s io n  th e  law  o f  i t s  m aking; 
i t  i s  t h e  n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g  o f ,  and  f i e l d  f o r ,  
a l l  my th o u g h ts  and  a l l  my e x p l i c i t  p e rc e p ­
t i o n s .  T ru th  d o es  n o t  ' I n h a b i t '  o n ly  th e  
i n n e r  man, o r  more a c c u r a te l y ,  t h e r e  i s  no 
i n n e r  man, man i s  in  t h e  w o r ld , and o n ly  in  
t h e  w o rld  does he know h i m s e l f . 29

The " f a c t i c i t y "  o f  m an 's  b e in g - i n - t h e - w o r l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  can

n e v e r  b e  a b ro g a te d .

M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s a p p ro a c h  t o  b e in g - i n - t h e - w o r l d  i s  

c l o s e s t  to  t h a t  o f  H u s s e r l  and H e id e g g e r . A c c o rd in g  t o  Land- 

g r e b e ,  H u s s e r l 's  aim  was to  com prehend th e  w o rld  a s  a s t r u c ­

t u r e ,  to  d e m o n s tra te  t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  owes i t s  o r i g i n  to  th e
31e x p e r i e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  man. In  L a n d g re b e 's  summary 

o f  H u s s e r l ,  b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld  h a s  a tw o - fo ld  m ean ing . F i r s t ,  

"man l i v e s  a l r e a d y  w i th in  h i s  h o r iz o n s ,  t h a t  he  i s  an i n d i v i ­

d u a l  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  tim e  and t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  comm unity and 

t h e r e w i th - - a s  a  human b e in g  ' i n  t h i s  w o r l d '—w i th in  a d e f i n i t e ­

l y  l im i t e d  h o r iz o n .  Man th u s  s e e s  h i m s e l f . . .  from  th e  o u t s i d e ,

29I b i d . , p .  x i .

■^Ludwig L a n d g reb e , M ajo r P ro b lem s in  C on tem porary  E uro ­
p ean  P h ilo s o p h y  (New York: F r e d e r ic k  U n g ar, 19 66) , p . 81.

31I b i d . , p . 73.
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in  th e  m anner i n  w hich  o th e r s  s e e  h im , as th e  end  r e s u l t  o f  

a l l  th e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  e x p e r ie n c e s  w hich  have  le d  him  to  d i s ­

c o v e r  h im s e lf  a s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d iv i d u a l  w i th  t h i s  p a r t i ­

c u l a r  nam e, p la y in g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r o l e . " 32 And s e co n d , 

"M an 's  b e in g - i n - t h e - w o r l d  m eans t h a t  he  i s  a c e n te r  o f  i n ­

t e n t i o n a l  o p e r a t io n s  and p e rfo rm a n c e s  and t h a t  h e  knows him ­

s e l f  a s  a  b e in g  who b u i ld s  upon th e  fo u n d a t io n s  l a i d  by o th e r s  

and th u s  t ra n s fo rm s  th e  a l r e a d y  g iv e n  w o rld  f o r  h im s e lf  and  

f o r  o t h e r s . " 33 "The w o rld  i s  n o t  w hat I  t h in k ,  b u t  w hat I  

l i v e  th ro u g h .  I  am open to  th e  w o r ld , I  h ave  no d o u b t t h a t

I  am in  com m unica tion  w i th  i t ,  b u t  I  do n o t  p o s s e s s  i t ;  i t  i s  
34i n e x h a u s t i b l e . "

T h is  a p p ro a c h  to  b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld  i s  r a d i c a l l y  d i f ­

f e r e n t  from  t h a t  o f  J e a n - P a u l  S a r t r e ' s ,  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s c o l l a ­

b o r a t o r  a t  Les Temps M o d ern es . C o n tra ry  to  S a r t r e ,  M e rle au -  

P o n ty  h o ld s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no r a d i c a l  s p l i t  b e tw een  th e  e n - s o i  

( i n - i t s e l f )  and  th e  p o u r  s o i  ( f o r  i t s e l f ) , o r  b e tw een  th e  

w o rld  and c o n s c io u s n e s s .  R a th e r ,  i n  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s v iew , th e  

en s o i  and th e  p o u r  s o i  form  th e  p r im o rd ia l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  

hum an, s o c i a l  w o r ld . F o r , even  th o u g h  I  e n t e r  th e  w o rld  

th ro u g h  my p e r c e p t iv e  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  th ro u g h  my l i v e d  body

32I b id .

33I b id .
34 PP , p . x v i i .

R ep ro d u c ed  with p e rm ission  o f  th e  copyright ow n er. Further reproduction prohibited w ithou t p erm ission .



www.manaraa.com

(co rp s  v e c u ) , i t  c a n n o t be  o v e r lo o k e d  t h a t  t h i s  p r e s e n c e  in  

th e  w o rld  i s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a s o c i a l  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m ,  t h a t  i s  

t o  s a y ,  a l l  e x i s t e n c e  ( in c lu d in g  c o n s c io u s n e ss )  i s  s o c i a l  

e x is t e n c e  o r  c o e x is te n c e .  " E x is te n c e ,"  M erle au -P o n ty  b e l i e v e s ,  

" i s  th e  movement th ro u g h  w hich  man i s  i n  th e  w o rld  and in v o lv e s  

h im s e lf  in  a p h y s ic a l  and s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  w hich  th e n  becom es 

h i s  p o in t  o f  v iew  o f  th e  w o r ld .1,33 In  s p i t e  o f  th e s e  d i f ­

f e r e n c e s ,  h ow ever, M e rle au -P o n ty  p r a i s e s  S a r t r e 's  e x i s t e n t i a l ­

ism  b e c a u s e  i t  makes " th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  s p i r i t  s h in e  e v e ry ­

w h ere , b e c a u s e  we a re  n o t  body and s p i r i t  o r  c o n s c io u s n e ss  

c o n f r o n t in g  th e  w o r ld , b u t  s p i r i t  i n c a r n a t e ,  b e in g - i n - t h e -  

w o rld . " 36

F u r th e rm o re , M e rle au -P o n ty  s t r e s s e s  th e  i n t e n t i o n a l  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  m an 's  b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld .  He d e s c r ib e s  e x is t e n c e  

as a c e r t a i n  k in d  o f  u n d e r ta k in g  w hich r e q u i r e s  in v o lv e m en t 

and com m itm ent to  a c t i o n .  To e x i s t  i s  to  be  c o n sc io u s  and to  

a c t ,  and o n ly  i n  t h i s  way can man e x p e c t  t o  g iv e  (and g a in )  

m eaning  from  h i s  w o rld  s i t u a t i o n .  M e rle au -P o n ty  s e e s  t h i s  as 

an e x i s t e n t i a l  (and  p o l i t i c a l )  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  man: "B ecause 

we a r e  i n  th e  w o r ld , we a re  condemned to  m ean in g ; and we c an ­

n o t  do o r  say  a n y th in g  w i th o u t  i t s  a c q u ir in g  a  name in  h i s t o r y . "

35S N ,p . 72.

3 ^ I b i d . , p p . 7 4 -7 5 ; s e e  a ls o  J e a n -P a u l  S a r t r e ,  S i tu a ­
t io n s  (New Y ork: F a w c e tt,  1 9 6 5 ), p p . 175-1 7 6 .

37PP, x ix .
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I n t e n t i o n a l  b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld  p re s u p p o s e s  a c t i o n ,  

a l l  a c t i o n  i s  fo u n d ed  in  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  and " a l l  c o n s c io u s ­

n e s s  i s  c o n s c io u s n e ss  o f  s o m e th in g ." 33 C o n sc io u sn e ss  i s  n o t  

an i n  i t s e l f ,  n o r  i s  human a c t io n  f o r  i t s e l f .  A l l  a c t i o n  i s  

c o - a c t io n .  " I t  i s  a q u e s t i o n  o f  r e c o g n iz in g  c o n s c io u s n e s s  

i t s e l f  as  a  p r o j e c t  o f  th e  w o r ld , m eant f o r  a  w o rld  w hich  i t  

n e i t h e r  em braces n o r  p o s s e s s e s ,  b u t  to w ard s  w hich i t  i s  p e r ­

p e tu a l ly  d i r e c t e d — and th e  w o rld  as t h i s  p r e - o b j e c t iv e  i n d i ­

v id u a l  whose im p e r io u s  u n i ty  d e c re e s  w hat know ledge s h a l l  
39ta k e  as i t s  g o a l . "  Founded i n  c o n s c io u s n e ss  a s  a form  o f  

a c t i v e  b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld ,  man l i v e d  th ro u g h ,  e x p e r i e n t i a l  

e x is t e n c e  i s  a lw ays d i r e c t e d  to w a rd  m e a n in g -g iv in g  r e l a t i o n ­

s h ip s .  The d im e n s io n s  o f  human, s o c i a l  m eaning  a re  a lw ays 

c ro s s e d  o v e r  by th e  i n t e n t i o n a l  human a c t .  F o llo w in g  H u s s e r l ,  

M e rle au -P o n ty  c la im s  th e r e  i s  a " g e n e s is  o f  m eaning" (S in n -

g e n e s i s ) :  " E v e ry th in g  h a s  m ean in g , and we s h a l l  f i n d  t h i s  same
40s t r u c t u r e  o f  b e in g  u n d e r ly in g  a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s . "  M oreover, 

t h e r e  a re  two ty p e s  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y , as  d i s t in g u i s h e d  by 

H u s s e r l :  (1) i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  o f  a c t ,  "w hich i s  t h a t  o f  o u r

jud g m en ts  and o f  th o se  o c c a s io n s  when we v o l u n t a r i l y  ta k e  up 

a p o s i t i o n ; "  and (2) " o p e r a t iv e  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y , "  o r  " t h a t  

w hich  p ro d u c e s  th e  n a t u r a l  and a n te p r e d ic a t i v e  u n i ty  o f  th e

38 , . ,I b i d . , x v i i .
39 I b i d . , x v i i - x v i i i .
40T, . ,I b i d . , x ix .
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w o rld  and  o f  o u r  l i f e ,  b e in g  a p p a re n t  in  o u r  d e s i r e s ,  o u r
41e v a lu a t io n s  and in  th e  la n d s c a p e  we s e e . . . . "

D e s p i te  M e r le a u -P o n ty ' s em p h asis  on i n t e n t i o n a l i t y ,  

he does n o t  f a i l  to  s e e  t h a t  i t  i s  b o th  o u r  a c t i o n s  and o u r  

g iv e n  s u rro u n d in g s  (o r  e n v iro n m en t)  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  o u r  h i s t o ­

r i c a l  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  o u r  way o f  i n s e r t i n g  o u r s e lv e s  i n  th e  

w o r ld , m aking o u r  map on th e  w o r ld , c r e a t in g  m eaning  o u t  o f  

th e  v a r io u s  c o n f ig u r a t io n s  o f  th e  w o r ld .42 "The r e l a t i o n s h i p  

be tw een  s u b je c t  and o b j e c t  i s  no lo n g e r  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  

know ing p o s tu l a t e d  by c l a s s i c a l  id e a l is m ,  w h e re in  th e  o b j e c t  

alw ays seem s th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  s u b je c t ,  b u t  a  r e l a t i o n ­

sh ip  o f  b e in g  in  w h ic h , p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  th e  s u b je c t  i s  h i s  

b ody , h i s  w o r ld , and h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  by a s o r t  o f  e x c h a n g e ." 42 

M e rle au -P o n ty  f in d s  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  em brace th e  p a ra d o x , 

n o t  t o  s e t t l e  i t  by some a r b i t r a r y  o r  r a t i o n a l i s t  d i v i s io n .

Once a g a in  he o p p o ses  S a r t r e 's  r a d i c a l  a n t i t h e s i s  o f  th e  en s o i  

and th e  p o u r  s o i , o f  a c t i o n  and c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  w o rld  and s e l f .  

F o r M e rle a u -P o n ty , th e  a n t i t h e s i s ,  o r  b e t t e r  a m b ig u ity , b e ­

tw een my v iew  o f  m y se lf  and a n o th e r 's  v iew  o f  me and b e tw een  

th e  f o r  i t s e l f  and th e  i n  i t s e l f  s h o u ld  be  d e s c r ib e d  as  " th e  

l i v i n g  bond and com m unica tion  b e tw een  one te rm  and th e  o t h e r . "

41T, . ,I b i d . , x v m .
4? SN, p . 73.
43 I b i d . , p .  72
44 , . ,I b id .
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In  a d d i t i o n ,  s in c e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  a lw ays c o n s c io u s ­

n e s s  o f  so m e th in g , a c t i o n  i s  a lw ays p r o - j e c t i v e .  We e x i s t  

i n  th e  w o rld  w hich  i s  o u r  b i r t h r i g h t ,  b u t  we a l s o  i n h a b i t  

t h e  w o rld  and h en ce  engage  o u r s e lv e s  i n  p r o j e c t s  o f  a c t i o n  

w hich  we c h o o se . Man, t h e r e f o r e ,  p r o j e c t s  a c o u rs e  o f  a c ­

t i o n  o r  a s o c i a l  c la s s  p r o j e c t s  a  c o u rs e  o f  a c t i o n  su c h  t h a t  

i t  i s  a lw ays a  way o f  r e l a t i n g  c o n s c io u s n e ss  ( f o r  i t s e l f )  to  

an o b j e c t iv e  s i t u a t i o n  in  th e  w o rld  ( in  i t s e l f ) .

In  sum, th e  w o rld  o f  e x is t e n c e  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a

s u b je c t  who, by i n h a b i t in g  th e  w o r ld , o r i g i n a t e s  a s t r u c t u r e

o f  m eaning  w hich  we c a l l  h i s t o r y .  The co n v erg en ce  o f  th e

f a c t i c i t y  o f  t h e  w o rld  (d e j a - l a ) and th e  in h e re n c e  o f  man in

th e  w o rld  (e tr e -a u -m o n d e ) in v o lv e s  th e  one i n  th e  o th e r  so

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  c r e a t e d  a "u n i t e  de m onde. " When phenom enolo -

g i s t s  sp e ak  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i t  i s  a way o f  r e j e c t i n g

b o th  t h e  s u b je c t iv i s m  o f  human e x is t e n c e  and th e  o b j e c t iv i s m

o f  th e  w o rld  s t r u c t u r e  w h i le  a f f i rm in g  th e  d i a l e c t i c a l  u n i ty

form ed by th e  a c c o rd  be tw een  man and h i s  w o r ld . T h is  hum an,

w o r ld ly  s i t u a t i o n  i s  p ro n o u n ced  by two in s e p a r a b l e  f a c t s .

F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  no s u b je c t  (man) w i th o u t  o b j e c t  ( o th e r s ,  w o r ld ,

t h in g s )  j u s t  a s  th e r e  i s  no w o rld  w i th o u t  man.

The w o rld  i s  i n s e p a r a b l e  from  th e  s u b je c t ,  
b u t  a s u b je c t  w hich i s  n o th in g  b u t  a p r o ­
j e c t  o f  th e  w o r ld , and th e  s u b je c t  i s  i n ­
s e p a r a b le  from  th e  w o r ld , b u t  from  a w o rld  
w hich  i t  p r o j e c t s  i t s e l f . ^5

45PP, p . 430.
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Man i s  a " p r o j e c t - i n - t h e - w o r l d "  and  th e  w o r ld  i s  m an 's  p r o ­

j e c t .  T h is  im p l ie s  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y .  Man p e r c e iv e s  h i s  w o r ld , 

h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  h im s e lf ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  c o n s c io u s n e ss  i s  a lw ays 

c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  s o m e th in g . M o reo v er, to  p r o j e c t  a c o u rs e  

o f  a c t i o n  i s  t o  choose  to  do t h i s  o r  t h a t .  P r o - j e c t i v e  

a c t i o n  i s  in v o lv e m e n t,  com m itm ent. E x i s te n c e ,  c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  

i s  an o p e n in g  up t o  th e  w o r ld , to  s o c i e t y ,  to  p o l i t i c s  such  

t h a t  m ean in g , humane and w o r ld ly  m ean in g , i s  c r e a t e d .  T h is  

e x i s t e n t i a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  op en s up th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  d i a l e c ­

t i c  o f  human freed o m  and r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c s  w hich  w i l l  be  e x ­

am ined b e lo w .

S eco n d , m an 's  e x is t e n c e  i s  n e v e r  s o l i t a r y  e i t h e r  i n  r e ­

l a t i o n  to  th e  w o rld  o r  to  o t h e r s .  N e i th e r  i s  m an 's  b e in g - i n -  

th e - w o r ld  a d u a l i t y  b e tw een  h i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  (p o u r - s o i ) and 

h i s  b o d i ly  p re s e n c e  (e n - s o i ) . T h e re  i s  n e i t h e r  " in n e r  man" 

n o r  " o u te r  w o r ld l in e s s "  a lo n e .  R a th e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a m u tu a l i ty  

o f  in n e r  an d  o u t e r ,  an i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  u n i ty .  T h is  u n i ty  i s  

a lw ays an o p e n in g  to  each  o t h e r ,  a way o f  s y n th e s i z in g  th e  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o f  th e  w o r ld , o f  s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e .  I t  i s  n o t  

a  c lo s e d  o r  f i n a l  o r d e r ,  b u t  p r e s e n t s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a 

human and s o c i a l  o r d e r .

H is to r y  s h a re s  t h i s  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .  H is to r y  i s  a 

seg m en t o f  s o c i a l i t y . 46 "T h ere  i s  a  h i s t o r y  o n ly  f o r  a su b -

46Hwa Yol J u n g , "The R a d ic a l  H u m an iza tio n  o f  P o l i t i c s :  
M aurice  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s P h ilo s o p h y  o f  P o l i t i c s , "  A rc h iv e s  f o r  
P h i lo s o p h y  o f  Law and S o c ia l  P h ilo so p h y  ( L I I I ,  2 , 1 9 6 7 ) , 242.
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j e c t  who l i v e s  th ro u g h  i t ,  and  a s u b je c t  o n ly  i n  so  f a r  as he 
47i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i t u a t e d . "  Human s o c i a l i t y ,  o r  i n t e r s u b ­

j e c t i v i t y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  in a u g u r a te s  h i s t o r y  as  th e  e n c o u n te r  

o f  m y se lf  (p o u r - s o i ) and th e  w o rld  (e n - s o i ) . C o n tra ry  to  

S a r t r e 's  b i f u r c a t i o n  o f  th e  p o u r  s o i  and th e  en s o i , M e rle au -  

P o n ty  h e re  r e a s s e r t s  M a rx 's  famous n o t io n  i n  th e  s i x t h  t h e s i s  

on F e u e rb a c h  t h a t  th e  human e s se n c e  i s  no a b s t r a c t i o n  i n h e r ­

e n t  i n  e ach  s in g l e  i n d iv i d u a l .  In  i t s  r e a l i t y  i t  i s  th e  e n ­

sem ble o f  th e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .

Every  in c a r n a te  s u b je c t  i s  
l i k e  an open n o teb o o k  in  w hich  
we do n o t  y e t  know w hat w i l l  
b e  w r i t t e n . 48

As we have  n o te d  a b o v e , M e rle au -P o n ty  c a p tu r e s  th e  

s p i r i t  o f  b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld  in  i t s  r e l a t i o n  to  i n t e r s u b j e c ­

t i v i t y ,  s o c i a l i t y  and  p o l i t i c s  i n  h i s  c h a p te r  on "The Body 

and I t s  S ex u a l B eing" in  The Phenom enology o f  P e r c e p t io n .

He d e s c r ib e s  th e  l i v e d  body (c o rp s  vecu) as o u r  v e h ic l e  in  th e  

w o rld . I t  i s  th e  b a s i c  in s t r u m e n t  f o r  o u r  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i th  

o u r s e lv e s  and w ith  o t h e r s .  I t  i s  by means o f  em bodied con­

s c io u s n e s s  (c o n s c ie n c e  i n c a r n e e ) t h a t  we e n t e r  th e  w o r ld ,  and

47PP, p . 143 .
48P rim a c y , p . 6.
49*r PP, p p . 1 5 4 -1 7 3 .
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form  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  o th e r s  and th e  w o rld . The body i s

th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  o u r  M its e in  ( b e in g - w i th - th e - w o r ld ) .

The body i s  th e  v e h ic l e  o f  b e in g  in  th e  w o r ld , 
and  h a v in g  a body i s ,  f o r  a  l i v i n g  c r e a t u r e ,  
t o  be  in te r in v o lv e d  i n  a d e f i n i t e  e n v iro n m e n t,  
t o  i d e n t i f y  o n e s e l f  w ith  c e r t a i n  p r o j e c t s  and 
b e  c o n t in u a l ly  com m itted  t o  th em .^ O

As M e rle au -P o n ty  s a y s ,  I  am my body . By t h i s  he m eans t h a t

I  am c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  w o rld  th ro u g h  th e  medium o f  my body .

My b o d y , t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  my p o i n t  o f  v iew  o f  th e  w o r ld , o r ,  in

o t h e r  w o rd s , " th e  p i v o t  o f  th e  w o r l d ." 51 A l l  my a c t io n s  a re

c o n d it io n e d  by and m a n i f e s t  in  my body as i t  i s  p r e s e n t  to

th e  w o rld . My b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld  i s  p r im a r i ly  a b o d i ly

p r e s e n c e .

M oreover, i n s o f a r  a s  e x i s t e n c e  i s  in c a r n a te d  e x is t e n c e  

and s o c i a l  e x is t e n c e  i s  in v o lv e d  e x i s t e n c e ,  th e  b o d i ly  p r e ­

se n c e  o f  man i s  th e  m e d ia tin g  f o r c e .  I t  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  

b o d i ly  e n tr a n c e  in  th e  w o rld  t h a t  M e rle au -P o n ty  can  say  t h a t

we " in h a b i t "  th e  w o r ld , and th e r e b y  ta k e  up o u r  s i t u a t i o n  in  
52th e  w o r ld . Our h o r iz o n  in  th e  w o rld  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  th ro u g h  

th e  b o d y . Through th e  medium o f  o u r  body we a re  a lw ays e x i s -  

t e n t i a l l y  i n  th e  w o rld , b u t  a l s o  o f  th e  w o rld  ( i n h a b i t ) .

50I b i d . , p . 82.

51I b i d . ; s e e  a ls o  P r im a c y , p . 5 .

52PP, pp . 138-139 .
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"Our own body i s  i n  th e  w o rld  as th e  h e a r t  i s  i n  th e  o rg a n ­

i s m . " ^  "Our c o n s ta n t  a im ,"  M e rle au -P o n ty  w r i t e s ,  " i s  t o  

e lu c i d a t e  th e  p r im a ry  f u n c t io n  w hereby we b r in g  i n to  e x i s t ­

e n c e , f o r  o u r s e lv e s ,  o r  t a k e  h o ld  upon, s p a c e ,  th e  o b j e c t  o r

th e  in s t r u m e n t ,  and to  d e s c r ib e  th e  body as th e  p la c e  w here  
54t h i s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o c c u r s ."

The im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  body in  i t s  s e x u a l i ty  i s  n o t  o n ly  

t h a t  i t  i s  a form  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  i s  a p r im a ry  

means by w hich  we th ro w  o u r s e lv e s  i n t o  w hat we a re  d o i n g .55 

S e x u a l b e h a v io r  i s  a v i t a l  mode o f  o u r  t a k in g  up o f  b e in g ,  o f  

o u r  c o m m ittin g  o u r s e lv e s  to  a s i t u a t i o n ,  e x p e r ie n c in g  i t ,  g iv ­

in g  i t  m ean in g . The s e x u a l  p r o j e c t s  m an 's  m anner o f  b e in g  

in  th e  w o rld . R a th e r  th a n  e m p h a s iz in g  th e  g e n i t a l  a s p e c t s  o f  

s e x u a l  b e h a v io r ,  ho w ev er, M e rle au -P o n ty  e l u c i d a t e s  i t s  h i s ­

t o r i c a l ,  s o c i a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  r o l e .

53I b i d . , p .  203.
54 I b i d . , p .  154. See a l s o ,  "F o r  us  th e  body i s  much more 

th a n  an in s t r u m e n t  o r  a  m eans; i t  i s  o u r  e x p re s s io n  in  th e  
w o r ld ,  th e  v i s i b l e  form  o f  o u r  i n t e n t io n s "  (P r im a c y , p . 5 .)

"The body i s  v i t a l  t o  e x i s t e n c e  i n  te rm s  o f  b o th  
s p a t i a l i t y  and t e m p o r a l i ty — "My body t a k e s  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t im e ; 
i t  b r in g s  i n to  e x i s t e n c e  a p a s t  and a f u tu r e  f o r  a  p r e s e n t ;  i t  
i s  n o t  a  t h in g ,  b u t  c r e a t e s  tim e  i n s t e a d  o f  s u b m i tt in g  to  i t "  
(PP, p . 2 4 0 ).

55I b i d . , p .  156. "My body i s  w h e re v e r  t h e r e  i s  some­
th in g  to  be  done" (PP, p . 2 5 0 ) .
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[The s e x u a l]  i s  w h a t c a u se s  a  man t o  have a 
h i s t o r y .  In  so f a r  as  a m an 's  s e x u a l  h i s t o r y  
p r o v id e s  a key t o  h i s  l i f e ,  i t  i s  b e c au se  in  
h i s  s e x u a l i t y  i s  p r o j e c t e d  h i s  m anner o f  b e ­
in g  to w ard s  th e  w o r ld ,  t h a t  i s ,  to w ard s  tim e  
and o t h e r  m en .56

The s e x u a l  i s  n o t  m ere ly  a f u n c t io n  o f  o u r  e x is t e n c e ;  i t  i s  a

mode o f  o u r  b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld ,  th e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  o n e 's

g iv e n  s i t u a t i o n .

Y e t,  t h e r e  i s  an a m b ig u ity  i n  human s e x u a l i t y ,  as 

w ith  a l l  e x i s t e n c e .  We can  n e i t h e r  re d u c e  e x i s t e n c e  to  th e  

body o r  t o  s e x u a l i t y ,  n o r  r e d u c e  s e x u a l i t y  to  e x i s t e n c e .  The 

b o u n d a r ie s  ru n  i n to  each  o t h e r — in  th e  same way as d oes th e  

in  i t s e l f  and  th e  f o r  i t s e l f - - a n d  become modes o f  c o n s c io u s ­

n e s s  and freed o m .

...W e  do n o t  red u c e  s e x u a l i t y  to  so m eth in g  
o t h e r  th a n  i t s e l f  by r e l a t i n g  i t  to  th e  am bi­
g u i ty  o f  th e  b o d y . F o r , t o  th o u g h t ,  th e  body 
as  an o b j e c t  i s  n o t  am biguous; i t  becom es so  
o n ly  in  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  w hich  we h av e  o f  i t ,  
and p r e - e m in e n tly  in  s e x u a l  e x p e r ie n c e ,  and 
th ro u g h  th e  f a c t  o f  s e x u a l i t y .  To t r e a t  se x u ­
a l i t y  as a d i a l e c t i c  i s  n o t  to  make a p ro c e s s  
o f  know ledge o u t  o f  i t ,  n o r  to  i d e n t i f y  a 
m an 's  h i s t o r y  w i th  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  c o n s c io u s ­
n e s s .  The d i a l e c t i c  i s  n o t  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e ­
tw een  c o n t r a d ic to r y  and  in s e p a r a b l e  th o u g h ts ;  
i t  i s  th e  te n d in g  o f  an e x i s t e n c e  to w ard  an­
o t h e r  e x is t e n c e  w hich  d e n ie s  i t ,  and y e t  w i th ­
o u t  w hich  i t  i s  n o t  s u s t a i n e d . 57

The r o l e  o f  s e x u a l i t y  in  e x i s t e n c e ,  m o re o v e r, i s  m asked by

56I b i d . , p .  158.

57I b i d . , p p . 167-168 .

R ep ro d u c ed  with p e rm ission  o f  th e  copyright ow n er. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout p erm ission .



www.manaraa.com

62

b o th  n e c e s s i t y  and c o n tin g e n c y .  S e x u a li ty  i s  n e c e s s a r y

y e t  a lw ays c o n t in g e n t .  I t  i s  a p r im a ry  way o f  b e in g  y e t  i t

does n o t  d e te rm in e  o u r  b e in g  i n  any a b s o lu te  s e n s e .  "Man i s

a  h i s t o r i c a l  i d e a  and n o t  a  n a tu r a l  s p e c i e s .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s ,

t h e r e  i s  i n  human e x is t e n c e  no u n c o n d i t io n a l  p o s s e s s io n ,  and

y e t  no f o r t u i t o u s  a t t r i b u t e . 1158

A ll  t h a t  we a r e ,  we a re  on th e  b a s i s  o f  a 
de f a c to  s i t u a t i o n  w hich  we a p p r o p r i a t e  to  
o u r s e lv e s  and w hich  we c e a s e l e s s l y  t r a n s ­
form  by a  s o r t  o f  e sc a p e  w hich  i s  n e v e r  an 
u n c o n d i t io n a l  freed o m . ->9

T h e r e f o r e ,  s e x u a l i t y  can  o n ly  be  e x p la in e d  in  i t s e l f ,  even

th o u g h  i t  i s  a lr e a d y  so m eth in g  o th e r  th a n  i t s e l f .  In  a s e n s e ,

s e x u a l i t y  i s  o u r  w hole b e in g .  " S e x u a l i t y . . . i s  d r a m a tic  b e c au se

we commit o u r  w hole p e r s o n a l  l i f e  to  i t . " 88

What d i s t i n g u i s h e s  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s a n a ly s i s  i s  h i s  

co n c e rn  f o r  a  p h en o m e n o lo g ic a l d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i -  

t y .  The s t r u g g l e  f o r  freedom  and a u th e n t ic  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  

b e g in s  f o r  M e rle au -P o n ty  i n  h i s t o r y  and in  s o c i e t y .  S o c ia l  

l i f e  b e g in s  w i th  a r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n a l ,  i . e .  d i a ­

l e c t i c a l ,  o r  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  c h a r a c te r  o f  e x i s t e n c e .  In  th e  

same way t h a t  s e x u a l i t y  d ra m a tiz e s  th e  "w hole" o r  " t o t a l i t y "  

o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  th e  p e r c e p t io n  and c o n s c io u s n e ss  o f  c l a s s  r e l a -

170.

171.

58t , . ,I b i d . , p .

59I b i d . , p .

60I b id .
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t i o n s  and  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  t a s k  o f  c h o o s in g  c o u rs e s  o f  a c t io n  

a r e  i n t e r r e l a t e d  and  i n s e p a r a b l e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  w hole p e r s o n a l  

l i f e  o f  s o c i a l  man. To c a s t  l i g h t  on t h i s  "new b e g in n in g "  

i n  s o c i a l  c o n s c io u s n e ss  and h i s t o r i c a l  a n a ly s i s  p r o v id e s  a 

u s e f u l  f o u n d a t io n  f o r  v iew in g  an o b j e c t iv e  and o b j e c t i f y i n g  

w o rld  i n  w h ich  change i s  s t i l l  p o s s ib l e  o r  c o n c e iv a b le .  I t  

i s  my v iew  t h a t  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  and phenomeno­

l o g ic a l  v iew  o f  s e x u a l i t y  and p e r c e p t iv e  c o n s c io u s n e ss  la y s  

th e  groundw ork f o r  a s o c i a l i s t  c o n c e p t  o f  freed o m , i . e . ,  t r u e  

human i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  and b e g in s  th e  t a s k  o f  u n le a s h in g  man 

and woman in  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c ie ty  from  th e  c h a in s  o f  e x p lo i t a ­

t i v e  and o p p r e s s iv e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  (To b e  s u r e ,  one m ajo r 

w eakness o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s e n t i r e  p r o j e c t  i s  h i s  av o id an ce  

o f  p r o d u c t iv e  r e l a t i o n s ,  even  th o u g h , as  we have  shown in  

t h i s  c h a p te r ,  h e  a t te m p ts  b r i e f l y  t o  r e l a t e  s e x u a l i t y  t o  s o c i a l  

c la s s  i n  p ro d u c t io n  te rm s ,  n o t  o n ly  i n  te rm s  o f  s o c i a l  r e l a ­

t io n s  ) .
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Freedom  and P r a x is

In  m an 's  c o - e x i s te n c e  w i th  man, 
o f  w hich  th e s e  y e a rs  have  made us 
aw are , m o ra ls ,  d o c t r i n e s ,  th o u g h ts  
and  c u s to m s , l a w s , w orks and w ords 
a l l  e x p re s s  each  o t h e r ;  e v e ry th in g  
s i g n i f i e s  e v e r y th in g .  And o u t s id e  
t h i s  u n iq u e  f u lg u r a t i o n  o f  e x i s ­
te n c e  t h e r e  i s  n o t h in g .61

When M erle au -P o n ty  sp e ak s  o f  m an 's  p r o j e c t s  i n  th e  

w o r ld , he r e f e r s  to  th e  p e r c e p t iv e  c o n s c io u s n e ss  o f  human 

b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld  as i t  i s  l in k e d  to  th e  i n t e n t i o n a l  and  

p u rp o s iv e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  e x is t e n c e  to w ard  c o u rs e s  o f  

a c t i o n .  F o r M e rle a u -P o n ty , t h e r e f o r e ,  e x i s t e n c e  i s  p e r s p e c -  

t i v a l  and in c lu d e s  b o th  a s e e in g  o r  b e in g  and a  d o in g  ( e . g . ,  

p e r s p e c t iv e  c o n s c io u s n e ss  and s o c i a l  p r a x i s ) .  N e i th e r  one 

a lo n e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t .  In  t h i s  way, M e rle au -P o n ty  a t te m p ts  to  

b r id g e  th e  gap  b e tw een  c o n s c io u s n e ss  and p r a x i s  and d e l i n e a t e  a 

p h ilo s o p h y  o f  a c t i o n  in  w hich  freed o m , s o c i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  

and i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  become r e a l i z a b l e .  I t  i s  t r u e ,  o f  

c o u rs e ,  t h a t  M erle au -P o n ty  rem a in s  a man o f  id e a s  i n  t h i s  r e ­

g a rd ,  even  th o u g h  he a lw ays sp eak s o f  a p h ilo s o p h y  o f  a c t i o n  

o r  p r a x i s .  I n  o r d e r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  M e rle au -P o n ty  t o  c o n s id e r  

p r a c t i c a l  m a t te r s  o f  freedom  and p o l i t i c s ,  o f  s o c i a l  m ovements 

to w ard s  freedom  and s o c i a l  ch an g e, he r e f e r s  f i r s t  t o  th e  p e r ­

c e p tu a l  o r  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  b a s i s  o f  human e x is t e n c e .  And i t

61SN, p . 152.
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i s  from  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  h i s  n o t io n s  o f  freedom  become s i g n i ­

f i c a n t .

As he s e e s  i t ,  th e  t a s k  o f  d e s c r ib in g  th e  l i v e d  w o rld  

i s  a t  th e  b o tto m  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r c e p tu a l  fo u n d a t io n  

o f  human c o n s c io u s n e ss  o f  h im s e l f ,  o th e r s  and th e  w o rld . 

P h ilo s o p h y  r e f l e c t s  on th e  u n r e f l e c t e d  l i f e  o f  human c o n s c i ­

o u sn e ss  n o t  by w o n d erin g  "w h e th e r we r e a l l y  p e rc e iv e  a w o r ld ,"  

b u t  by d e c la r in g  t h a t  " th e  w o r ld  i s  w hat we p e r c e i v e . " 62 N ot 

o n ly  i s  th e  phenom enology o f  p e r c e p t io n  a p r o j e c t  o f  th e  w o r ld , 

b u t  c o n s c io u s n e ss  i t s e l f  i s  a  p r o j e c t  o f  th e  w o r ld .62 H ence,

" to  se e k  th e  e s se n c e  o f  p e r c e p t io n  i s  t o  d e c la r e  t h a t  p e rc e p -
64tx o n  i s ,  n o t  presum ed t r u e ,  b u t  d e f in e d  as  a c c e s s  t o  t r u t h . "

O r, p u t  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  p e r c e p t io n  i s  n o t  i t s e l f  know ledge o f  

th e  w o r ld , b u t  th e  b ack g ro u n d  o f  a l l  know ledge: " P e r c e p t io n  

i s  n o t  a  s c ie n c e  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  i t  i s  n o t  even  an a c t ,  a  de­

l i b e r a t e  t a k in g  up o f  a p o s i t i o n ;  i t  i s  th e  b ack g ro u n d  from  

w hich  a l l  a c t s  s ta n d  o u t ,  and i s  p re s u p p o s e d  by th e m ." 65 

"The w o r ld ,"  in  o th e r  w o rd s , " i s  n o t  an o b j e c t  such  t h a t  I 

h ave  in  my p o s s e s s io n  th e  law  o f  i t s  m aking; i t  i s  th e  n a t u r a l  

s e t t i n g  o f ,  and  f i e l d  f o r ,  a l l  my th o u g h ts  and a l l  my e x p l i c i t

62PP, x v i .
63t , . ,I b id .  , x v n .
64t , .I b i d . , x v i .

65I b i d . , x - x i .
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p e r c e p t i o n s . " 88 In  t h i s  w ay, i t  i s  o n ly  by  o u r  p e r c e iv in g  

a w o r ld  and th in g s  w hich  p e r t a i n  t o  i t  t h a t  we open up f o r  

o u r s e lv e s  a h o r iz o n  o f  e x i s t e n c e .  P e r c e p tu a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  

i s  th e  e x p e r i e n t i a l  b a s i s  o f  w hat becomes f o r  me my w o r ld .

P e r c e p t io n ,  i n  o t h e r  w o rd s , i s  th e  p r im o rd ia l  mode 

o f  human b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld ,  i t  i s  th e  b ack g ro u n d  o r  " f i e l d "  

from  w hich  know ledge and e x is t e n c e  em a n a te . E very  p e rc e p ­

t i o n  ta k e s  p la c e  w i th in  a h o r iz o n  o f  m ean in g , w i th in  a  h o r i ­

zon o f  w o r ld ly  " f a c t i c i t y , "  w i th in  a h o r iz o n  o f  s o c i a l i t y  o r  

c o - e x i s te n c e ,  w i th in  a h o r iz o n  o f  " a c t io n "  (p r a t iq u e m e n t ) . 87 

We do n o t  m ere ly  p o se  th e  p ro b le m s o f  o u r  c o n d i t io n  o r  o f  

th e  w o r ld , we s ta n d  in  a c e r t a i n  r e l a t i o n  to  them  as  en g ag ed  

c o n s c io u s n e ss  o r  en g ag ed  b o d y . Such i s  th e  b a s i s  o f  o n e 's  

s i t u a t i o n ,  o r  p o in t  o f  view  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  i n  w hich  p e r c e p t io n  

o r  p e r c e p tu a l  c o n s c io u s n e ss  i s  a lw ays th e  p re s u p p o s e d  fo u n ­

d a t io n .

H ence, a c c o rd in g  to  M e rle a u -P o n ty , c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  

a lw ays c o n s c io u s n e ss  o f  so m e th in g  and " th e  p e rc e iv e d  w o rld  i s  

th e  a lw ays p re s u p p o s e d  fo u n d a t io n  o f  a l l  r a t i o n a l i t y ,  a l l  

v a lu e  and a l l  e x i s t e n c e . " 88 P e r c e p t io n ,  t h e n ,  i s  th e  g ro u n d  

o f  human s o c i a l i t y  i n  t h a t  i t  h as  a s t r u c t u r e  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l -

66I b i d . , x i .

87P rim a c y , p .  12.

68I b i d . , pp . 1 3 , 68.
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i t y  o r  d i r e c t e d n e s s . 09 To sp e ak  o f  p e r c e p t io n  i s  to  sp eak  

o f  g iv in g  m eaning  to  a  human s i t u a t i o n ,  and to  sp eak  o f  mean­

in g  (s e n s ) i s  to  g ra p p le  w ith  a p a r t i c u l a r  w o r ld -h o r iz o n  in  

w hich men a c t  by ta k in g  up a p l a c e  t h a t  becomes t h e i r  p o i n t  

o f  v iew  o f  th e  w o rld  and th u s  d e f in e s  t h e i r  h i s t o r y ,  t h e i r  

p o l i t i c s ,  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e .  B u t p e r c e p t io n  i t s e l f  i s  n e i t h e r  

k n o w led g e , judgm ent o r  a c t i o n ; 70 i t  i s  n e i t h e r  know ing, v a lu -  

a t i n g  o r  d o i n g .7'*' R a th e r ,  p e r c e p t io n  i s  th e  window th ro u g h  

w hich  th e  m eaning  o f  human e x i s t e n c e ,  o f  t h e  w o rld  s i t u a t i o n ,  

o f  t im e  and  sp a ce  a re  g r a s p e d .  P e r c e p t io n  i s  n o t  know ing in  

th e  r e f l e c t i v e  s e n s e ,  b u t  s e e in g  in  th e  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  s e n s e .  

T h is  i s  th e  m eaning  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  

p r im o r d ia l  w o rld  o f  p e r c e p t io n .

In  a d d i t i o n ,  man p e r c e iv e s  th ro u g h  th e  b ody , th ro u g h

th e  s e n s e s ,  o r  w h a t M e rle a u -p o n ty  c a l l s  t h e  i n c a r n a te d  co n - 
72s c io u s n e s s .  "C o n sc io u sn e ss  i s  b e in g  to w ard s  th e  th in g  th ro u g h  

th e  in te r m e d ia r y  o f  th e  b o d y ." 73 My e n tr a n c e  to  th e  w o rld  i s  

th ro u g h  my body w hich i s  m arked  o u t  by p e r c e p t io n .  My way o f  

p e r c e p tu a l  a c t i n g  th ro u g h  th e  ( in c a rn a te d )  body i s  th e  r o o t

69PP, p p . 54 , 430.

70I b i d . , p .  34.

71I b i d . , p p . 38 , 40.
72P rim a c y , pp . 3 -5 .

73PP, p p . 138 , 139.
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o f  my s e l f - a w a r e n e s s ,  my r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  o t h e r s ,  and  to  th e  

w o rld .

In  th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  f o r  M e rle a u -P o n ty , "we

ta k e  o u r  f a t e  in  o u r  h a n d s , we become r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  o u r

h i s t o r y  th ro u g h  r e f l e c t i o n ,  b u t  e q u a l ly  by a  d e c is io n  on w hich

we s ta k e  o u r  l i f e ,  and  in  b o th  c a s e s  w hat i s  in v o lv e d  i s  a
74v i o l e n t  a c t  w hich i s  v a l i d a t e d  by b e in g  p e r f o r m e d ." In  

o t h e r  w o rd s , th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  e x is t e n c e  alw ays c o n c e rn s  as 

i t s  c o re  an h i s t o r i c a l  d r iv e  o f  man f o r  freedom  in  w hich  r e ­

s p o n s i b i l i t y  and th e  c h o ic e  o f  a c t i o n  a re  p la c e d  in  d i a l e c t i c a l  

t e n s io n .  The h o r iz o n s  o f  freedom  a re  a lw ays c i r c u m s c r ib e d  

by m an 's  f r e e  a c t i o n ,  b u t  one n e v e r  a c t s  a lo n e  o r  c o m p le te ly  

f r e e  o f  h i s  e n v iro n m en t (Umwelt) o r  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  ( th e  o b ­

j e c t i v e  s o c i a l  w o r ld ) . However, on th e  o t h e r  h a n d , i f  one 

c h o o ses  n o t  to  a c t ,  th e n  freedom  becom es a  m y s t i f i c a t i o n  s in c e  

freedom  i s  m easu red  i n  te rm s  o f  o u r  c o n d u c t,  i t  i s  d e te rm in e d  

by w h a t we d o .75 Freedom  i s  in  w h at we do o r  e l s e  i t  i s  n o ­

w h ere . To be f r e e  i s  t o  have  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a c t i n g  f r e e ly  

and  to  choose t o  a c t  i n  t h a t  way. Freedom  i s  a c t i o n  in fo rm ed  

by r e a s o n e d  r e f l e c t i o n - c o n s c io u s n e s s , p e r c e p t io n ,  u n d e rs ta n d ­

in g .  A ll  e l s e  i s  m e a n in g le s s —m y s t i f i c a t i o n ,  a l i e n a t i o n ,  su b ­

t e r f u g e ,  id e o lo g y — i n  r e g a r d  to  m an 's  h i s t o r i c a l  q u e s t  f o r

7^I b id .  , xx .

75I b i d . , p . 437.
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freedom  and f r e e  (human) s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  M e rle au -P o n ty  

a s s e r t s  t h a t  "A freedom  w hich  h a s  no n eed  to  be  e x e r c i s e d  

b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a l r e a d y  a c q u ir e d  c o u ld  n o t  commit i t s e l f  in  

t h i s  w a y . . . " 7  ̂ Thus M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s n o t io n  o f  freedom  i s  

p a r t  o f  h i s  c r i t i q u e  o f  e v e ry  o b j e c t i v i s t i c  ap p ro ach  t o  s o ­

c i a l  r e a l i t y .  T h is  a p p l i e s  t o  l i b e r a l  dem o cracy , f a s c is m , o r  

even  communism i n s o f a r  as th e s e  d o c t r in e s  and t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  

e x p re s s io n  m y s t if y  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and c o n s c io u s n e ss  by 

c a l l i n g  unfreedom  freedom . As lo n g  a s  h i s t o r y  h as  n o t  come 

to  an e n d , as lo n g  as a l i e n a t e d  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  th e  

e x i s t i n g  p l i g h t  o f  man, as lo n g  a s  th e  r e v o l u t io n — s o c i a l i s t  

o r  p r o l e t a r i a n  pow er— rem ain s  an id e a  o f  th e  f u tu r e ,  th e n  human 

and s o c i a l  freedom  i s  i n  q u e s t io n ,  p r o b le m a t ic .  Freedom  r e ­

q u i r e s  an open w o rld , th e  c o n s ta n t  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  new fu ­

t u r e ;  " th e  v e ry  n o t io n  o f  freedom  demands t h a t  o u r  d e c is io n  

sh o u ld  p lu n g e  i n to  th e  f u t u r e . . . . " 77

F u r th e rm o re , M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  f r e e ­

dom i s  fo u n d ed  in  a m b ig u ity . T here  i s  an i n e x t r i c a b l e  bond 

in  a l l  human l i f e  and a l l  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  f o r  w hich my a c t  

s e rv e s  t o  m e d ia te  my s i t u a t i o n  ( th e  o b j e c t iv e  w o r ld , i n  i t s e l f ) 

and my freedom  (my s u b je c t iv e  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  f o r  i t s e l f ) .

The e x i s t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t  to w ard s freedom  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b o th

76I b i d . , p .  437.

77I b id .
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d e te rm in e d  and u n d e te rm in e d , b o th  in  i t s e l f  and f o r  i t s e l f :

"The e v a lu a t io n  o f  th e  p r e s e n t [ o b j e c t i v e  s o c i a l  c o n d it io n ]  

o p e ra te s  th ro u g h  o n e 's  f r e e  p r o j e c t  f o r  th e  f u tu r e "  [ th e  su b ­

j e c t i v i t y  o f  human c h o ic e  and  th e  c o n tin g e n c y  o f  a c t i o n ] . 78

Once a g a in  i t  i s  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s n o t io n  o f  i n t e r s u b ­

j e c t i v i t y  w hich  o f f e r s  a  v i s i o n  o f  m oving beyond th e  l i m i t a ­

t io n s  o f  s u b j e c t i v i t y  and o b j e c t i v i t y .  F o r i n s t a n c e ,  he 

a rg u e s  t h a t  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  o b j e c t iv e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  

n e v e r  s u f f i c i e n t  to  awaken c l a s s  c o n s c io u s n e s s :  "T h ere  was e x ­

p l o i t a t i o n  lo n g  b e fo r e  t h e r e  w ere  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . " 79 The 

c o n c re te  view  o f  h i s t o r y ,  r e v o l u t io n ,  freed o m , m ust b e g in  w ith  

o n e 's  s i t u a t i o n — c o n s c io u s n e s s — from  w hich  one l e a r n s  w hat a 

b o u rg e o is  o r  p r o l e t a r i a n  m eans.

T aking  m y se lf  i n  my a b s o lu te  c o n c re te n e s s ,  
as I  am p r e s e n te d  to  m y se lf  i n  r e f l e c t i o n ,
I  f in d  t h a t  I  am anonymous and p re-hum an  
f lu x ,  as y e t  u n q u a l i f i e d  a s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,
' a  w o rk in g  m an' o r  'm id d le  c l a s s ' .  I f  I  
s u b s e q u e n t ly  th in k  o f  m y se lf  a s  a man among 
men, a b o u rg e o is  among b o u r g e o is ,  t h i s  can 
b e ,  i t  w ould  seem , no more th a n  a seco n d  
o r d e r  view  o f  m y se lf ;  I am n e v e r  i n  my h e a r t  
o f  h e a r t s  a w o rk e r o r  b o u r g e o is ,  b u t  a  con­
s c io u s n e s s  w hich  f r e e l y  e v a lu a t e s  i t s e l f  as 
a m id d le  c l a s s  o r  p r o l e t a r i a n  c o n s c io u s n e s s .80

B u t, o f  c o u rs e ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  i s  e q u a l ly  a g a in s t  a  s u b j e c t i v i s t

o r  i d e a l i s t  ap p ro ach  to  freedom  w hich w ould  re d u c e  th e  p r o le ­

78I b i d . , p .  443.

79I b id .

80I b i d . , p .  442.
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t a r i a n  o r  b o u rg e o is  c o n d i t i o n  to  th e  a w a re n ess  o f  i t  by th e  

s u b je c t  f o r  h i m s e l f . Such a  view  w ould  deny th e  h i s t o r i c i t y  

o f  man and th e  s o c i a l  w o rld  i n to  w hich  e v e ry  human s u b j e c t i ­

v i t y  i s  th ro w n . On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  w r i t e s :

I  am n o t  c o n s c io u s  o f  b e in g  w o rk in g  c la s s  
o r  m id d le  c l a s s  s im p ly  b e c a u s e ,  as a  m a t t e r  
o f  f a c t ,  I  s e l l  my l a b o r  o r ,  e q u a lly  as a 
m a t te r  o f  f a c t ,  b e c au se  my i n t e r e s t s  a re  
bound up w ith  c a p i t a l i s m ,  n o r  do I  become 
one o r  th e  o t h e r  th e  day on w hich  I  e l e c t  
t o  view  h i s t o r y  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  c la s s  
s t r u g g l e :  w hat h ap p en s i s  t h a t  ' I  e x i s t  as 
w o rk in g  c l a s s '  o r  " I  e x i s t  as m id d le  c l a s s '  
in  th e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  and i t  i s  t h i s  mode o f  
d e a l in g  w i th  th e  w o rld  and  s o c ie ty  w hich  
p ro v id e s  b o th  th e  m o tiv e s  f o r  my r e v o lu ­
t io n a r y  o r  c o n s e r v a t iv e  p r o j e c t s . 81

E s s e n t i a l  to  t h i s  v iew  o f  freedom  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no

freedom  w ith o u t  a c t i o n — i n s e r t i o n  in  th e  w o r ld , com m itm ent to

th e  w o r ld , and a c t io n  to  change th e  w o r ld — and t h a t  freedom

can o n ly  b e  a t t a i n e d  as  an a s p e c t  o f  human s o c i a l i t y .  F i r s t ,

freedom  r e q u i r e s  a f r e e l y  a c t i n g  man ( c o n s c io u s n e s s ) : " I

r e c o g n iz e  m y se lf  as a w o rk e r o r  b o u rg e o is  on th e  day I  t a k e

my s ta n d  in  r e l a t i o n  to  a p o s s ib l e  r e v o l u t i o n . " 82 Second ,

M e rle au -P o n ty  sp e ak s  o f  a " k in d  o f  a tm o sp h e re  o f  s o c i a l i t y , " 83

r e f l e c t i n g  h i s  v iew  t h a t  a l l  e x i s t e n c e  i s  c o - e x i s te n c e  o r

s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e  w hich  f u n c t io n s  as th e  fram ew ork o f  e v e ry  
84c o n c re te  p r o j e c t  o f  a c t i o n .  I n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  encom passes 

M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s i d e a  o f  freedom  in  th e  s o c i a l i t y  o f  f u tu r e

81I b i d . , P- 443
82I b i d . , P- 446
83I b id .  , P- 448.
84I b i d . , P- 449
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( r e v o lu t io n a ry )  man and th e  hu m an ity  o f  f u tu r e  ( r e v o lu t io n a ry )  

s o c i e t y .  T h is  i s  t r u e  a s  much f o r  human s e x u a l i t y  as  i t  i s  

f o r  econom ic r e l a t i o n s .

We can c o n c lu d e , h ow ever, t h a t  s in c e  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s 

a n a ly s i s  o f  b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld  p e rm its  us to  p e rc e iv e  b o th  i n ­

t e r n a l  o r  s u b je c t iv e  and e x te r n a l  o r  o b j e c t iv e  c o n d it io n s  and 

r e l a t i o n s  o f  p e r s o n a l ,  s o c i a l  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  phenom ena, we a re  

f o rc e d  to  aw aren ess  o f  th e  f u tu r e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a t r u e  human 

i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  as w e l l  as i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  d e n ia l .  Thus, 

b o rro w in g  from  th e  a c tu a l  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty , h i s  

e x i s t e n t i a l  s i t u a t i o n  and  th e  way he was a b le  t o  r e f l e c t  on 

e x i s t e n c e ,  p e r c e p t io n  and freed o m , we may h av e  come t h a t  much 

f u r t h e r  i n  c o n c e p tu a l i z in g ,  and t h e r e f o r e  d e a l in g  w i th  con­

c r e t e l y ,  th e  p r o b le m a t ic  o f  human s o c i a l i t y ,  a s  e a r l i e r  ex­

p r e s s e d  by Marx in  The T heses on F e u e rb a c h , No. X. N onethe­

l e s s ,  th e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  

f o r  s o c i a l  p h i lo s o p h y  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  th e  

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  m eans, i n  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s th o u g h t,  o f  b r id g in g  

th e  gap be tw een  th o u g h t  and a c t i o n ,  b e tw een  th e  s u b je c t iv e  

and o b j e c t iv e  in  h i s t o r y .  F i r s t l y ,  by i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  

M erle au -P o n ty  means t h a t  th e  l iv e d - w o r ld  co m p rise s  th e  rea lm  

o f  human a c to r s  whose v e ry  e x i s t e n c e  i s  d e p e n d en t on th e  p e r ­

s p e c t iv e s  th ey  h o ld  ( p e r c e p tio n  i s  p e r s p e c t i v a l ) , t h e i r  r e ­

l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  e a ch  o t h e r ,  t h e i r  a c c o rd  o r  l a c k  o f  i t  w ith  

th e  w o rld  a ro u n d  them — i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h in g s ,  pow er— a l l  o f
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w hich  i s  g iv in g  m eaning th ro u g h  th e  c o u rs e  o f  a c t i o n  men 

ta k e .  The human w o rld  i s  an i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  w o r ld , b u t  p r i -

I t  i s ,  m o re o v e r, t h i s  in te rh u m a n  w o rld  o f  a c t i o n  w hich n o t  o n ly  

g iv e s  m eaning  to  th e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  th e  w o r ld , 

b u t  a l s o  s e t s  th e  fo u n d a t io n  f o r  th o u g h t,  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n .  In  

so f a r  as  men a c t  t o g e t h e r ,  a  w o rld  o f  m ea n in g fu l th o u g h t  b e ­

comes p o s s ib l e ;  and in  so  f a r  as  men a c t  t o g e t h e r ,  a s o c i a l  

w o rld  becom es a  r e a l i t y .  Thought i s  n o t  an o b j e c t ,  b u t  th e  

e x p re s s io n  o f  m an 's  c o - e x i s te n c e ,  o f  h i s  b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld .  

L ik e w ise , " th e  s o c i a l  i s  n o t  s im p ly  an o b j e c t  b u t  to  b e g in  w ith  

my s i t u a t i o n . . . . " 86 T hus, th o u g h t and a c t io n  a re  i n te r lo c k e d ,  

th e y  c o - e x i s t  th ro u g h  th e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  w hich  human a c t i o n  

b r in g s  to  th e  w o rld .

S e c o n d ly , i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  em braces th e  o p p o s i te s  o f  

s u b j e c t i v i t y  and o b j e c t i v i t y  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  r e c i p r o c i t y  

o f  s e l f  and o t h e r ,  s e l f  and w o r ld , i n n e r  and o u t e r .  I n t e r ­

s u b j e c t i v i t y  e s t a b l i s h e s  "an  a tm o sp h ere  o f  h u m a n i ty :" 8  ̂ The 

w o rld  i s  m olded to  my e x is t e n c e  (and t h a t  o f  o th e r s )  and my 

e x is t e n c e  i s  m olded to  th e  w o rld  by a s o r t  o f  ex ch an g e . We 

can r e f e r  h e re  to  m u tu a l i ty  r a t h e r  th a n  s i n g u l a r i t y :  th e  b a r r i e r

m a r i ly  a  w o rld  dom in a ted  by a c t io n  r a t h e r  th a n  by t h o u g h t . 8^

85 Ju n g , o p . c i t . , p . 246. 

1 1 2 .
87.PP, p . 347.
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b etw een  s e l f  and o th e r s  o r  be tw een  th e  s e l f  and  th e  n a tu r a l  

o r  s o c i a l  w o rld  a p p e a rs  now, a c c o rd in g  to  th e  p h en o m en o lo g ica l 

p r o j e c t ,  as a f a l s e  i l l u s i o n  o f  r a t i o n a l i s m .  T h e re  i s  i n  

t h i s  w o rld  view  i n c e r t a i n t y ,  to  be  s u r e ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  n o th in g  

n o r  e v e ry th in g  a t  o n c e . We l i v e  i n  t h i s  d i a l e c t i c a l  u n c e r t a in ­

ty  w hich  M erle au -P o n ty  c a l l s  " a m b ig u ity ."  " I  know m y se lf  o n ly  

i n  so  f a r  as I  am i n h e r e n t  i n  tim e  and i n  th e  w o r ld ,  t h a t  i s ,

I  know m y se lf  o n ly  i n  my a m b ig u i ty . " 88 I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  th e  

d i s t i n c t i o n s  o f  s u b je c t  and o b j e c t  a re  n o t  s im p ly  in te r c h a n g e ­

a b le  b u t  become in t e r lo c k e d  in  an i n e x t r i c a b l e  ex ch an g e: men 

come i n to  b e in g  o n ly  i n  th e  w o r ld , y e t  th e  w o r ld  h a s  human 

and s o c i a l  m eaning  f o r  th e  man o f  a c t i o n  (and  h i s  c o -a c to r s )  

a lo n e .

I t  i s  o n ly  a s h o r t  s te p  from  th e s e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  i n ­

v e s t i g a t i o n s  to  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s v e ry  im por­

t a n t  c o n c e p t  o f  s o c i a l i t y  upon w hich  h i s  p o l i t i c s  o f  e x is t e n c e  

i s  b a s e d . In  r u m in a tin g  on human i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  f o r  i n ­

s ta n c e ,  he  w r i t e s :

J u s t  a s  n a tu r e  f in d s  i t s  way to  th e  c o re  
o f  my p e r s o n a l  l i f e  and  becom es i n e x t r i c a b ly  
l in k e d  w i th  i t ,  so  b e h a v io r  p a t t e r n s  s e t t l e  
i n to  t h a t  n a tu r e ,  b e in g  d e p o s i te d  i n  th e  form  
o f  a c u l t u r a l  w o r ld . N ot o n ly  h av e  I  a p h y s i ­
c a l  w o r ld , n o t  o n ly  do I  l i v e  in  th e  m id s t  o f  
e a r t h ,  a i r  and w a te r ,  I  have a ro u n d  me r o a d s ,  
p l a n t a t i o n ,  v i l l a g e s ,  s t r e e t s ,  c h u rc h e s ,  im­
p le m e n ts ,  a b e l l ,  a  sp o o n , a p ip e .  Each o f  
t h e s e  o b j e c t s  i s  m olded to  th e  human a c t io n

88I b i d . ,  p . 345.
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w hich  i t  s e r v e s .  Each one s p re a d s  ro u n d  i t  
an a tm o sp h ere  o f  h u m a n ity . . . .The c u l t u r a l  
w o rld  i s  th e n  am biguous, b u t  i t  i s  a lr e a d y  
p r e s e n t .  I  have b e fo r e  me a  s o c ie t y  t o  be  
known. An O b je c tiv e  S p i r i t  d w e lls  in  th e  
rem a in s  and th e  s c e n e r y . . . [b u t]  i t  i s  th ro u g h  
th e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  a human a c t  and a n o th e r  
p e rs o n  t h a t  th e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  a  c u l t u r a l  
w o rld  c o u ld  be v e r i f i e d . 89

From t h i s  p e r s p e c t iv e  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t ,  f o r  M e rle au -P o n ty , 

e x is te n c e  i s  n o th in g  b u t  a " n e tw o rk  o f  r e l a t i o n s h ip s "  f o r  

man, and th e s e  a lo n e  m a t te r  to  h im .90 I n t e r r e l a t e d n e s s  i s  

th e  b a s ic  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  l i v e d  w o rld . Man i s  condemned to  

h i s t o r y ,  and th u s  to  a  s o c i a l  com pact: " I  e n t e r  i n to  a p a c t  

w i th  th e  o t h e r  p e rs o n ,  h a v in g  r e s o lv e d  to  l i v e  i n  an i n t e r ­

w o r ld  in  w hich  I  a c c o rd  as  much p la c e  to  o th e r s  as to  my s e l f . " 91 

In  th e  same way t h a t  m an 's  b e in g - in - th e - w o r ld  i s  " a lr e a d y  

t h e r e , "  i . e . ,  man i s  open t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  " th e  s o c i a l  i s  a l r e a d y  

t h e r e  when we come to  know o r  ju d g e  i t . " 92 M e rle au -P o n ty  r e ­

c a l l s  in  t h i s  c o n te x t  t h a t  b o th  p e a s a n ts  and w o rk e rs  jo in e d  

th e  same s t r u g g l e  in  R u s s ia  in  1917 b e c a u se  th e y  s h a re d  th e

same f a t e :  " C la ss  was e x p e r ie n c e d  in  c o n c re te  term s b e fo r e  b e -
93com ing th e  o b j e c t  o f  d e l i b e r a t e  v o l i t i o n . "  In  a n o th e r  c o n te x t ,

89I b i d . , pp., 347-
90I b i d . , P- 456.
91I b i d . , P- 357.
92I b id .  , P- 362.
93I b id .
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M e rle au -P o n ty  a s s e r t s  t h a t  " n a tio n "  and  " c l a s s "  a re  n e i t h e r

m ere ly  e x t e r n a l  c o n d i t io n s  o r  i n t e r n a l  v a lu e s ,  b u t  modes o f  
94c o - e x i s te n c e  o r  human s o c i a l i t y .  M u tu a l i ty  i s  th e  key : 

N e i th e r  i n d iv id u a l i s m  n o r  c o l l e c t i v i s m ,  b u t  th e  w e - r e l a t i o n s h ip  

e x p la in s  th e  t r u e  n a tu r e  o f  human s o c i a l i t y . 9^ The s o c i a l  

w o r ld , t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  t h e r e  to  be  d i s c o v e r e d ,  t o  b e  l i v e d  

th ro u g h ,  to  b e  in fu s e d  w ith  h u m an ity :

We m u st, t h e r e f o r e ,  r e d i s c o v e r ,  a f t e r  th e  
n a t u r a l  w o r ld , th e  s o c ia l  w o r ld ,  n o t  as an 
o b j e c t  o r  sum o f  o b j e c t s ,  b u t  as  a p e rm an en t 
f i e l d  o r  d im en s io n  o f  e x is t e n c e :  I  may w e l l  
tu r n  away from  i t ,  b u t  n o t  c e a s e  to  be s i t u ­
a te d  r e l a t i v e l y  t o  i t .  Our r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  
t h e  s o c i a l  i s ,  l i k e  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  t h e  
w o r ld , d e e p e r  th a n  any e x p re s s  p e r c e p t io n  o r  
any ju d g m en t. I t  i s  as  f a l s e  t o  p la c e  o u r ­
s e lv e s  in  s o c ie t y  as  an o b j e c t  among o th e r  ob­
j e c t s ,  as i t  i s  to  p la c e  s o c ie t y  w i th in  o u r ­
s e lv e s  as  an o b j e c t  o f  th o u g h t,  and in  b o th  
c a se s  th e  m is ta k e  l i e s  in  t r e a t i n g  th e  s o c i a l  
as an o b j e c t . 96

And, M erle au -P o n ty  c o n c lu d e s :

We m u st r e t u r n  to  th e  s o c i a l  w ith  w hich  we a re  
in  c o n ta c t  by th e  m ere f a c t  o f  e x i s t i n g ,  and 
w hich  we c a r r y  a b o u t in s e p a r a b ly  w ith  us b e ­
f o re  any o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n .  O b je c tiv e  and s c i ­
e n t i f i c  c o n s c io u s n e s s . . .w ould  b e  i m p o s s ib l e . . .  
i f  I  d id  n o t  f in d  i n  mv own l i f e  th e  b a s ic  
s t r u c t u r e s  o f  h i s t o r y . 9 7

In  sum, th e  r e le v a n c e  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s  p h en o m en o lo g i-

94I b i d . , p . 363.
95 Ju n g , o p . c i t . , p p . 2 7 -2 8 .

96PP, p . 362.
9 7I b i d . ; See a l s o :  "The s o c i a l  i s  n o t  c o l l e c t i v e  con-
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g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  l i e s  i n  (1) i t s  p o i n t  o f  view  o f  th e  w o rld  

and  o f  man as  s o c i a l  o r  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e ;  (2) i t s  c r i t i q u e  o f  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  i n  so  f a r  as i t  e la b o r a te s  a c o n c e p tio n  o f  

s o c i a l i t y  a s  an a c t i v e ,  m e a n in g fu l  w e - r e l a t i o n s h ip  i n  a bond 

w i th  h i s t o r y  and  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s ;  (3) i t s  a t te m p t  to  l a y  

th e  groundw ork f o r  an i n t e n t i o n a l  and c o m m u n ita rian  s o c i a l  

o r d e r  by t h e o r e t i c a l l y  b r e a k in g  th e  f a l s e  b a r r i e r  b e tw een  s e l f  

and  o th e r s  and w o rld  s t r u c t u r e ,  i . e . ,  th e  f a l s e  i l l u s i o n s  o f  

o b j e c t iv i s m  and s u b je c t iv i s m .

M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  a  phenom enology o f  th e  

s o c i a l  w o rld  i s  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  as  w e l l  a s  p o l i t i c a l  and id e o ­

l o g i c a l l y  r e l e v a n t .  As se en  in  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  

a t t e m p ts  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a d ia lo g u e  b e tw een  p h ilo s o p h y  and th e  

s o c i a l  w o rld  o f  ev e ry d ay  r e a l i t y :  a  d ia lo g u e  b e tw een  s i t u a t e d  

man and th e  s o c i a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  fo rc e s  w hich a l i e n a t e  man 

and c o n t r o l  s o c i e t y .  H is p h i lo s o p h y  i s  an i n t e r r o g a t io n  o f  

h i s t o r i c a l  id e a s  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  

F u r th e r ,  as h a s  been  s e e n ,  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  th e  s t a r t i n g  

p o i n t  f o r  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  human c o n d i t i o n ,  o f  p e r c e p t io n ,  and 

o f  s o c i a l  th o u g h t.  In  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  a  n o rm a tiv e  benchm ark i s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  by w hich to  i n t e r p r e t  o u r  w o rld  i n  te rm s  o f  th e  

m ean ing  o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  freed o m , and j u s t i c e .  Here

s c io u s n e s s  b u t  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  a l i v i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and 
te n s i o n  among i n d i v i d u a l s . "  (SN, p . 9 0 ) .
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m ethodo logy  b le n d s  w i th  id e o lo g y ,  b u t  o n ly  so  as  t o  r e a s s e r t  

th e  p rim acy  o f  human e x is t e n c e .

I t  th u s  rem a in s  t o  be  se en  w h e th e r  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s 

phenom enology can- su c ce e d  in  r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g ,  o r  s e t t i n g  th e  

fo u n d a t io n s  f o r  r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g ,  th e  c o n n e c tio n  be tw een  id e a s  

and r e a l i t y ,  be tw een  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  o r  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  and 

th e  man in  th e  s t r e e t .  T h is  t a s k  h a s  in d e e d  b een  th e  s u b je c t  

o f  c r i t i c i s m  as  w e l l  as th e  hope o f  p h i lo s o p h e r s  and s o c i a l  

s c i e n t i s t s  from  Marx to  M erle au -P o n ty  h im s e lf .  As i n  th e  p a s t ,  

much depends on w h e th e r  id e a s  can move men to w ard  th e  k in d s  

o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  w hich may make s o c i a l  freedom  r e a l i z a b l e .  

T hese q u e s t io n s  a re  c o n s id e re d  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  c h a p te r  as p a r t  

o f  an e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l  d i a l e c t i c  o f  M erleau - 

P o n ty , e s p e c i a l l y  i n  form s o f  th e  way he r e l a t e s  h i s  phenomeno­

l o g i c a l  m arxism  to  th e  p ro b lem s o f  com m unist p o l i t i c s .
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Chapter IV

EXISTENTIAL DIALECTICS AND THE CRITIQUE OF POLITICS: 

MERLEAU-PONTY1S PHENOMENOLOGICAL MARXISM 

AND THE PROBLEM OF COMMUNISM

I t  seem s to  us t h a t  f o r  a t  
l e a s t  t h i r t y  y e a rs  o u r  contem ­
p o r a r i e s  h a v e . . .b e e n  l i v i n g  
th ro u g h  an a d v e n tu re  t h a t  i s  
much more dang ero u s th a n ,  b u t  
an a lo g o u s  t o ,  t h a t  w hich we 
hav e  th o u g h t t o  m eet i n  th e  m ild  
o r d e r  o f  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  to  
l i t e r a t u r e  o r  o u r  body . The 
same a m b ig u ity  t h a t ,  upon an a­
l y s i s  , l e a d s  th e  id e a  o f  mind 
i n to  th e  id e a  o f  body o r  la n g u ­
age h a s  v i s i b l y  in v ad e d  o u r  
p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  And i n  b o th  
c a se s  i t  i s  m ore and more d i f f i ­
c u l t  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  w hat i s  v io ­
le n c e  and w hat i s  i d e a ,  w hat i s  
pow er and  w h at i s  v a lu e ,  w ith  th e  
a g g ra v a t in g  c irc u m s ta n c e  t h a t  in  
p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  th e  m ix tu re  r i s k s  
e n d in g  up in  c o n v u ls io n  and 
c h a o s . . . o u r  tim e s  have  e x p e r i ­
en ced  and  a re  e x p e r ie n c in g ,  more 
p e rh a p s  th a n  any o th e r ,  c o n t in ­
gency .

(S ig n s , pp . 235 ,239)

I s  a p h en o m e n o lo g ic a l M arxism  p o s s ib le ?  I s  i t  n e c e s ­

s a ry ?  Why " p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l"  M arxism? The p o l i t i c a l  s i g n i f i ­

can ce  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s th o u g h t p iv o ts  on a r e s o l u t i o n  o f  

th e s e  q u e s t io n s  b e c a u s e  th e  t e s t  o f  h i s  phenom enology o f  th e  

s o c i a l  w o rld  i s  th e  e x te n t  to  w hich i t  i s  r e l e v a n t  to  h i s t o r i c a l
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s o c i a l  p r a x i s — th e  movement o f  o p p re s s e d  p e o p le s  f o r  r e v o lu ­

t io n a r y  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  o f  s o c i e t y .  M e r le a u -P o n ty 1s  c la im , as 

we have  p r e v io u s ly  n o te d ,  i s  t h a t  th e  phenom enology o f  th e  

s o c i a l  w o rld  i s  an  o p en -en d ed  and h u m a n is t ic  r e v i s io n  o f  

m arxism  t h a t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o u r  own tim e  and 

f o r  e f f e c t i n g  c h an g e . What i s  a t  i s s u e  i s  w h e th e r  (1) e v e ry  

v a l i d  M arxism  i s  "o r th o d o x "  o r  c l a s s i c a l  M arxism  and (2) ev e ry  

form  o f  M a rx is t  p o l i t i c s  l e a d s  to  S t a l i n is m .  The i s s u e s  a r e ,  

a t  th e  same t im e ,  b o th  t h e o r e t i c a l  and p o lem ica l and  M e rle au - 

P o n ty  i s  a p i v o t a l  f ig u r e  in  th e  d e b a te .  What we s h o u ld  a t ­

tem p t to  show i s  t h a t  a p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l M arxism  i s ,  as P au l 

P ic co n e  s u g g e s t s ,  " p r e c i s e ly  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  s e lf -c o n s c io u s n e s s  

o f  th e  c r i s i s  o f  M arxism  and an a t te m p t  to  e x p la in  and o v e r ­

come i t . " ' ' '  Thus we r e t u r n  to  th e  d e b a te s  o f  th e  1 9 4 0 's  and 

1 9 5 0 's  as e x p e r ie n c e d  and c r i t i c i z e d  by M erle au -P o n ty  i n  o r d e r  

to  come to  g r ip s  w ith  some o f  th e  m ajo r p o l i t i c a l  (and m etho­

d o lo g ic a l )  q u e s t io n s  w ith  w hich  we a re  f a c e d  in  th e  p ro c e s s  

o f  d e v e lo p in g  r a d i c a l  s o c i a l  th e o ry  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  f o r  

Am erica i n  th e  1 9 7 0 's .

In  r e g a r d  to  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s t h e o r e t i c a l  re s p o n s e  to  

th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  h i s  tim e  i t  m ust be  rem em bered t h a t  he  to o k  

Marx s e r i o u s ly  th ro u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e .  In  1946, M e rle au -P o n ty

^ P a u l P ic c o n e ,  "P h en o m en o lo g ica l M arx ism ,"  T e lo s  
(9 , F a l l  1971) , 6 .
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w r o te :

B o i le d  down to  i t s  e s s e n c e ,  M arxism  
i s  n o t  an o p t i m i s t i c  p h i lo s o p h y  b u t  
s im p ly  th e  id e a  t h a t  a n o th e r  h i s t o r y  
i s  p o s s ib l e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no su ch  
th in g  as  f a t e ,  t h a t  m an 's  e x i s t e n c e  
i s  o p e n -e n d e d . I t  i s  th e  r e s o l u t e  
t r y  f o r  t h a t  f u tu r e  w hich  no one in  
th e  w o rld  can know w i l l  come o r ,  i f  
i t  com es, w hat i t  w i l l  b e . 2

And i n  1960 , a t  th e  end  o f  h i s  l i f e  and h a v in g  moved to  a 

much m ore am biguous s ta n c e  v i s - a - v i s  m arx ism , he  w r o te ,

"M arxism  i s  an immense f i e l d  o f  s e d im e n te d  h i s t o r y  and

th o u g h t  w here  one goes t o  p r a c t i c e  and to  l e a r n  t o  t h i n k . " 3 

I t  m u st a l s o  be  rem em bered t h a t  M e rle au -P o n ty  as t h e  f i r s t  

p o l i t i c a l  e d i t o r  o f  Les Temps M odernes to o k  com m unist p o l i t i c s  

s e r i o u s l y .  M erle au -P o n ty  was a  s u p p o r t e r ,  a  c r i t i c ,  n e v e r  a 

member o f  th e  Communist P a r ty .  B u t i t  i s  a g a in s t  th e  b a c k ­

g ro u n d  o f  t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  we come to  u n d e rs ta n d  h i s  p o l i -
4

t i c a l  com m itm ents, h i s  m arxism e a t e n t i s t e  (w a it in g  m arx ism ), 

o r  w a i t in g  game v i s - a - v i s  com m unist p o l i t i c s ,  and h i s  

c r i t i q u e  o f  p o l i t i c s .  As we h av e  shown b e f o r e ,  M e rle au -  

P o n ty  i s  a g a in s t  e v e ry  form  o f  o r th o d o x y , y e t  he i s  com m itted  

to  a p o l i t i c a l  s o lu t io n  to  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  p ro b lem s o f  man and 

c o n te m p o ra ry  s o c i e t y .  H e re in  l i e s  an im p o r ta n t  l e s s o n  f o r  th e

2NS, p . 119

3S ig n s , p . 12 .

4HT, x x i  f f .
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s o - c a l l e d  a p o l i t i c a l  p o l i t i c s  o f  A m erican s o c i a l  s c ie n c e ,  as  

w e l l  as f o r  th e  p o l i t i c a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  th e  New L e f t  in  

s e a r c h  o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  th e o r y  and a c t i o n .

F u r th e r ,  i n  re s p o n s e  to  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  p h en o m en o lo g i­

c a l  M arxism , i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  o r th o d o x  Marx­

ism  m ust be  se en  as  a  b a n k ru p t  p h ilo s o p h y  i f  one o p p o ses  th e  

e x c e s s e s  o f  S t a l i n i s t  p o l i t i c s ,  and th e  " o f f i c i a l "  M a rx is t  

s t a t u s  g iv e n  to  S o c i e t  p o l i t i c s  s in c e  1917. The " o f f i c i a l "  

M a rx is t  l i n e  w ou ld  h av e  us b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  p o l i t i c s  e m an a tin g  

from  th e  S o v ie t  Union and i t s  o f f i c i a l  p h i lo s o p h ie s ,  i d e o lo ­

g i e s  and s u p p o r t e r s  i s  a lw ays th e  c o r r e c t  l i n e .  W hether i t  

b e  th e  S t a l i n - H i t l e r  P a c t ,  th e  S in o -S o v ie t  S p l i t  o r  t h e  Czech 

In v a s io n .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  a p p ro a c h  r e q u i r e s  c o m p lian ce  to  

th e  Moscow l i n e  by a l l  Communist P a r ty  m em bers, re w a rd in g  

a g re e m en t, p u n is h in g  d e v ia t i o n .  I t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h i s  h a rd  

l i n e  w hich  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s ,  p h e n o m e n o lo g is ts , "h u m an is t"  

M a rx is ts  i n  E a s te r n  E urope  and th e  New L e f t  in  th e  W est have 

waged b o th  a g a in s t  in  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  sa v e  M arxism  from  p e r i ­

s t a l s i s  and r e g a in  th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  i n i t i a t i v e  th ro u g h  a 

l e v e l  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n a ly s i s  and s o c i a l  c o n s id e r a t i o n s  w hich 

i s  i n  a c c o rd  w i th  p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t y ,  n o t  d o g m a t ic a l ly  f ix e d  

and r i g i d  as S t a l i n i s t  p o l i t i c s  and o r th o d o x  M arxism .

F o r i n s t a n c e ,  i n  1961 , Georg L u k acs , a t  th e  h e ig h t  o f  

th e  m ost d o g m atic  p h a se  o f  h i s  c a r e e r ,  w ro te  a  p o le m ic , E x is ­

t e n t i a l i s m  o r  M arx ism ,5 in  w hich  he  n o t  o n ly  a t t a c k e d  e x i s ­

^o p . c i t .
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t e n t i a l i s m  ( e s p e c ia l ly  S a r t r e  and M erle au -P o n ty )  b u t  a l s o  any 

a p p ro a c h  o t h e r  th a n  "o rth o d o x "  M arxism  as  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  im­

p e r i a l i s m .

S a r t r e  r e b u t t e d  i n  S e a rc h  f o r  a  M ethod,^  even  th o u g h  

he h ad  a d o p te d  h i s  own form  o f  " u l t r a - b o ls h e v is m "  a t t a c k e d  by 

M e rle a u -P o n ty .^  What i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  o u r  p u rp o se s  i s  t h a t  

" o f f i c i a l "  M a rx is ts ,  such  as L u k a c s , f e l t  o b l ig e d  to  r e sp o n d  

to  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  (p h en o m e n o lo g ic a l)  c h a lle n g e  to  t h e i r  

suprem acy and t h a t  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  had  become so m eth in g  more 

th a n  a  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  th e  s u b je c t — i t  was in d e e d  a p h i lo s o p h y  

in  s e a r c h  o f  a m ethod, i n  s e a rc h  o f  m ovem ent, i n  s e a rc h  o f  

s o c i a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  m eaning and  r e le v a n c e .  When M e rle au -  

P o n ty  s a id  as e a r l y  as 1945, t h a t  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  movement i s  

m asked , he was s e r i o u s ly  c h a l le n g in g  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  v a l i d i t y  

o r  c o n c re te n e s s  o f  a b s t r a c t  d o c t r i n e  and s e t t i n g  th e  s ta g e  

f o r  o p e n in g  a  new p h ase  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  d i a l e c t i c s  and  re v o ­

lu t i o n a r y  p o l i t i c s .

The t a s k  o f  p h en o m e n o lo g ic a l M arxism  i s  to  c o n f r o n t  

th e  dogma o f  M arxism  and M a rx is t  p o l i t i c s  by o p e n in g  t h e o r e t i c a l  

and p r a c t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  such  as t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  s u b je c t  to  

o b j e c t ,  th e  r o l e  o f  c o n s c io u s n e ss  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  i n  s h o r t ,  to  

c h a lle n g e  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  hegemony o f  th e  id e a s  and o r g a n iz a ­

t i o n  o f  com m unist p o l i t i c s  i n  a tim e  (p o s t  19 45) in  w hich  th e

^ Je a n  P a u l S a r t r e ,  S e a rc h  f o r  a  M ethod (New York:
A l f r e d  K nopf, 1 9 6 3 ).

^T h is  w i l l  be f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r e d  b e lo w . See a ls o  P a u l 
P ic c o n e ,  o p . c i t . , pp . 3 -4 .
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w ork in g  c l a s s  movem ents a re  in  some p h a se  o f  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n

o r  d i s a r r a y  as a r e v o lu t io n a r y  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e .  T h u s, as

P ic co n e  e f f e c t i v e l y  s t a t e s :

The 'p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l ' q u a l i f i c a t i o n  appended 
to  M arxism , f a r  from  b e in g  a  m ere p h i lo s o p h ic a l  
a f t e r t h o u g h t ,  i s  th e  c o n c e p tu a l  o th e r n e s s  o f  
a  d e te r m in a te  s o c i o - h i s t o r i c a l  p ro b le m . The 
p o l i t i c a l  c o n f r o n ta t i o n  b e tw een  New and  O ld  
L e f t .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  
'o r th o d o x ' M arxism  (o r S ta l in is m )  o vercom ing  
th e  a m b ig u i t i e s  and d o u b ts  o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h ie s  
o f  th e  way ( a l l  th o se  a t te m p ts  to  c r i t i c i z e  
M arxism  such  as  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s a-communism) 
by means o f  a m e c h a n is t i c  d o c t r i n e  o f  'p a r t y ­
n e s s '  ( P a r t e i l i c h k e i t )  a c c o rd in g  to  w hich  th e  
P a r ty  i s  n o t  to  be  q u e s t io n e d  in  i t s  d e c is io n s  
a f t e r  th e y  a re  m ade, s in c e  i t  i s  th e  t r u e  r e ­
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  w o rk in g  
c l a s s — th e  agency  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a n g e .8

On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  th e  e f f o r t s  to  b u i ld  a  rap p ro a c h e m e n t 

b e tw een  phenom enology and M arxism s in c e  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  

H e g e lia n  M arxism  o f  M arcuse and th e  e a r l y  L u k acs , th e  c r i t i c a l  

t h e o ry  o f  H orkheim er and  Adorno a re  r o o te d  in  a  m ix tu re  o f  

e x i s t e n t i a l i s m ,  phenom enology and M arxism .

The e a r l y  e f f o r t s  a t  H e g e lia n  o r  p h en o m e n o lo g ic a l M arxism 

(fo u n d ed  in  H e id e g g e r and H u s s e r l)  h av e  b een  c h a r a c te r i z e d  by 

M erle au -P o n ty  as  W este rn  M arxism  in  o p p o s i t io n  to  "o rth o d o x "  

M arxism . T h is  ap p ro ach  u n d e r ta k e n  from  th e  s id e  o f  phenomeno­

lo g y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  by S a r t r e ,  M erle au -P o n ty  and  T ran  Due Thao i s  

a  m a jo r  h i s t o r i c a l  a t te m p t  to  s y n th e s iz e  phenom enology and

P ic c o n e , o p . c i t . , p p . 5-
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M arxism . A lth o u g h  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  such  a s y n th e s i s  abound,

we can  a g re e  w ith  P a u l P ic c o n e  t h a t

O nly by s e e in g  M arxism  as th e  outcom e o f  
phenom enology and phenom enology a s  an i n ­
e x t r i c a b l e  moment o f  M arxism  i s  i t  p o s s ib l e  
to  a t t a i n  any r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w hich  s im u l­
t a n e o u s ly  p ro d u c e s  a  r e l e v a n t  phenom enology 
and a  n o n -d o g m a tic  M arx ism .9

As r e g a r d s  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o j e c t ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  i s  

a  s e m in a l  f i g u r e .  I t  i s  a  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  he e v e r  su c ce e d e d  

in  com bin ing  h i s  phenom enology p h i lo s o p h y  and h i s  M a rx is t  

p o l i t i c s  i n  h i s  d i a l e c t i c s  o f  a m b ig u ity , a s  we have s u g g e s t e d .^  

N o n e th e le s s ,  h i s  jo u rn e y  th ro u g h  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e s  o f  

th e  r e s i s t a n c e  and th e  p o s t- w a r  E uropean  l e f t  movement i s  p e r ­

t i n e n t  to  o u r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  p ro b lem s o f  a s o c i a l i s t  

p e r s p e c t iv e  in  adv an ced  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  from  th e  p o i n t  

o f  v iew  o f  a  s o c i a l i s t  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  a m e th o d o lo g ic a l  a l t e r ­

n a t i v e  to  r i g i d  M arxism , on th e  one h an d , and r i g i d  b o u rg e o is  

s o c i a l  s c e n e ,  on th e  o t h e r .  P ic c o n e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i s  w i l l i n g  

to  a llo w  M e rle au -P o n ty  p a r t i a l  m e r i t  f o r  re o p e n in g  th e  t h e o r e ­

t i c a l  d ia lo g u e  o f  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  b e c au se

To th e  e x te n t  t h a t  b o th  M arxism  and pheno­
m enology a re  n o t  s e p a r a t e ,  b u t  m ere ly  d i ­
s t i n g u is h a b l e  movem ents o f  th e  same b ro a d  
p e r s p e c t iv e  w h at r e s u l t e d  w i th  M e rle au -P o n ty  
was n e i t h e r  an e x c lu s iv e ly  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 
n o r  e x c lu s iv e ly  M a rx is t  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  b u t  a 
phenom enology t h a t  pav ed  th e  way f o r  s t r u c ­
tu r a l i s m  and a  tam ed M arxism  t h a t  gave  way

9I b i d . , pp . 1 1 -1 2 .

10I b i d . , p .  11 .
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to  s o c i a l  d e m o c ra cy .11

The t a s k  M e rle au -P o n ty  s e t s  o u t  to  a c co m p lish  was t o  

show t h a t  "M arxism  n e e d s  a  th e o r y  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,1,13 and to  

b e g in  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e v e lo p in g  su ch  a t h e o r y .  I t  i s  a t  t h i s  

p o i n t  t h a t  phenom enology and th e  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i ­

ty  em erge in  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  to  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p o l i t i c s .  M e rle au -  

P o n ty  t h e r e f o r e  s t r u g g l e d  to  b r in g  d i a l e c t i c s  c lo s e r  to  human 

e x is t e n c e  and c o n s c io u s n e ss  ( to  r e c o v e r  th e  s u b je c t iv e  in  h i s ­

to ry )  w i th o u t  l o s i n g  s i g h t  o f  th e  o b j e c t iv e  w o rld  and s o c i a l  

c o n d i t i o n s .  I n  h i s  d ev e lo p m en t o f  an e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  d i a l e c ­

t i c s ,  a d i a l e c t i c s  o f  a m b ig u ity , M e rle au -P o n ty  moves from  th e  

phenom enology o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o rld  to w a rd  th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  th e  

l e f t .

B ecause  th e  a d v e n tu re s  o f  th e  d i a l e c t i c  d e m o n s tra te  

t h a t  t h e r e  h as  b een  no r e v o lu t io n a r y  ( h i s t o r i c a l  s y n th e s i s  b e ­

tween r e a l i t y  and v a lu e ,  s u b je c t  and o b j e c t ,  ju d g m en t and d i s ­

c i p l i n e ,  i n d iv i d u a l  and  t o t a l i t y ,  p r e s e n t  and  f u t u r e ,  M e rle au -  

P o n ty  t r i e s  to  r e d i s c o v e r  th e  d i a l e c t i c a l  t e n s i o n ,  a s  o p posed  

to  th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  s y n th e s i s ,  i n  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y . 13 The 

p o l i t i c s  o f  e v e ry d a y  l i f e  in  th e  W est as  w e l l  as in  th e  Communist 

c o u n t r i e s  m a n i f e s t  and r e i n f o r c e  th e s e  t e n s io n s :  v io le n c e ,

12 AD, p p . 5 6 -5 7 . An E n g l is h  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  p u b l is h e d  in  
"W estern  M arx ism ,"  T e lo s  (6 , F a l l  1 9 7 0 ) , 148.

13AD, p .  12 .
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t e r r o r ,  a l i e n a t e d  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  rem a in  u n s u rp a s s e d  b y  con­

tem p o ra ry  p o l i t i c s .  M ik e l D ufrenne  w r i t e s  t h a t ,  f o r  M e rle au -  

P o n ty ,

La d i a l e c t i q u e  ne s i g n i f i e  r i e n  d 'a u t r e  que 
1 ' i m p o s s ib i l i t y  de t o u te  tra n s c e n d e n c e  ou de 
t o u t  e t r e  h o rs  de l a  r e l a t i o n  q u i  c o n s t i t u t e  
l e  fo n d em en t. Ce q u i  e s t  d i a l e c t i q u e ,  c ' e s t  
l 'a m b ig u i te  du fo n d e m e n t.. . .Nous sommes to u -  
jo u r s  dans l e  p l e i n  du monde: s i  f o r te m e n t  que 
l'hom m e s 'a f f i r m e  e t  s e  c o n q u ie re ,  i l  n 'y  a 
p as  d'homme p r e e x i s t a n t  a  son  h i s t o i r e ,  i l  n 'y  
a  p a s  p lu s  d'homme i n t e r i e u r  que de monde e x -  
t e r i e u r . 14

M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s own c o n c lu s io n  i s  t h a t

La d i a l e c t i q u e ,  ce  n ' e s t  n i  1 ' id e e  de 1 ' a c t i o n  
r e c ip ro q u e ,  n i  c e l l e  de l a  s o l i d a r i t y  des co n - 
t r a i r e s  e t  de l e u r  d e p a sse m e n t, n i  c e l l e  d 'u n  
d ev e lo p p em en t q u i  se  r e l a n c e  lu i-m em e, n i  l a  
t r a n s c r o i s s a n c e  d 'u n e  q u a l i t e ,  q u i  i n s t a l l e  
dans un o r d re  nou v eau  un changem ent q u a n t i t a t i f  
j u s q u e - la :  ce s o n t  1^ d es  co n seq u e n c e s  ou des 
a s p e c t s  de l a  d i a l e c t i q u e . . . .Le monde e t  
1 'h i s t o i r e  ne s o n t  p lu s  un sy stem e  a  p l u s i e u r s  
e n t r e e s ,  m ais un f a i s c e a u  de p e r s p e c t iv e s  i n -  
c o n c i l i a b l e s , q u i  ne c o e x i s t a n t  ja m a is ,  e t  que 
s e u l  m a in t ie n t  en sem b le  l 'h e r o is m e  sa n s  e s p o i r  
du J e .1 5

The d i a l e c t i c  i s  n e i t h e r  a  t o t a l  sy s tem  t h a t  h as  b een  r e a l i z e d  

( th e  R u ss ia n  r e v o l u t io n  o r  Communist p o l i t i c s )  n o r  a t o t a l

14 M ikel D u fre n n e , J a lo n s  (The Hague: M a rtin u s  N i j h o f f ,  
1 9 6 6 ) , p .  219.

15AD, p p . 273, 276.
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sy s te m  to  be  r e a l i z e d  (T ro ts k y , S a r t r e ) .  I t  i s  r a t h e r  a p e r ­

s p e c t iv e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  in  w hich  a v i s io n  o f  

w o rld  h i s t o r i c a l  f o rc e s  i s  tem p ered  by th e  human s i t u a t i o n  and 

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  th o s e  c o n tin g e n t  f a c t o r s  o f  h i s t o r y  in  w hich 

man n o t  o u t s id e  f o rc e s  o r  i d e a s ,  a c t s  a s  " th e  m o to r o f  th e  

d i a l e c t i c . "  D u frenne  p u ts  i t  s u c c i n c t l y  when he  s a y s :  "M ais 

M e rle au -P o n ty  d i a l e c t i s e  l a  d i a l e c t i q u e . 1,18 "P o u r l u i . . . p o i n t  

de t o t a l i t e ,  m ais se u le m e n t des  t o t a l i s a t i o n s  to u jo u r s  i n -  

ach ev ees  e t  t o u jo u r s  recom m encees. "17

M e r le a u -P o n ty ' s s e n se  o f  h i s t o r y  and d i a l e c t i c s  c a l l s  

f o r  a r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a m b ig u ity , c o n tin g e n c y ,  s u b j e c t i v i t y  n o t  

j u s t  r a t i o n a l i t y ,  t o t a l i t y ,  o b j e c t i v i t y .  The t e n s io n  o f  

th e s e  h i s t o r i c a l  f o rc e s  i s  th e  p la n e  o f  a c t i o n  as w e l l  as 

p h i lo s o p h y .  The d i a l e c t i c  i s  a lo o k in g  in w ard  to w ard  o n e s e l f  

and c o n s c io u s n e ss  and  a lo o k in g  o u tw ard  to w a rd  o t h e r s  and th e  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o r ld .18 H ence, i t  m ig h t be  s a id  t h a t  

th e  d i a l e c t i c  r e q u i r e s  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y . I n  a t t a c k in g  K o e s t-  

l e r ' s  n o t io n  o f  th e  y o g i and th e  com m issar a s  d i a l e c t i c a l  op­

p o s i t e s ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  n o te s  t h a t  R u b ash o v 's  c h o ic e  (D arkness 

a t  Noon) was an e i t h e r / o r  c h o ic e  i n  w hich  e i t h e r  c o n s c ie n c e  

( i n t e r n a l  v a lu e s )  i s  e v e ry th in g  o r  e l s e  i t  i s  n o th in g  (and

16M ikel D u fre n n e , o p . c i t . , p .  218.

17I b i d . , p p . 2 18-219 .

18HT, p . 11.
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e x te r n a l  o r  o b j e c t iv e  v a lu e s  become e v e r y t h in g ) . T h is  l e a d s

K o s t le r  (and Rubashov) t o  an u n - d i a l e c t i c a l  l o g ic .

The lo g ic  o f  w h ich  Rubashov fo llo w s  i s  n o t  
th e  e x i s t e n t i a l  l o g i c  o f  h i s t o r y  d e s c r ib e d  
by Marx and e x p re s s e d  i n  th e  i n s e p a r a b i l i t y  
o f  o b j e c t iv e  n e c e s s i t y  and th e  s p o n ta n e o u s  
movement o f  th e  m a s s e s ; i t  i s  th e  summary 
l o g i c  o f  th e  t e c h n i c ia n  who d e a ls  o n ly  w i th  
i n s e r t  o b j e c t s  w hich  he m a n ip u la te s  as he 
p l e a s e s .19

The d i f f i c u l t y  w ith  th e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  y o g i and com m issar 

i s  t h a t  i t  f a i l s  to  rec k o n  w i th  th e  M arx ian  and e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  

n o t io n  o f  an i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  t r u t h .  On th e  one h a n d , th e r e  

i s  m y s t i f i c a t i o n  in  th e  i n n e r  l i f e  o f  th o u g h t,  c o n s c ie n c e  and 

i n d i v i d u a l i t y .  B u t, e q u a l ly  im p o r ta n t ,  on th e  o th e r  hand  i s  

a  co n c e rn  a b o u t th e  o b j e c t i v i z a t i o n  o f  e x te r n a l  o r  s o c i a l  

l i f e  th ro u g h  id e o lo g y ,  a b s o lu te  p r i n c i p l e s .  An i n t e r s u b j e c ­

t i v e  t r u t h

c o n s i s t s  i n  q u e s t io n in g  o u r  s i t u a t i o n  in  th e  
w o r ld , i n s e r t i n g  o u r s e lv e s  i n  th e  c o u rse  o f  
e v e n ts ;  i n  p r o p e r ly  u n d e rs ta n d in g  and e x p re s s in g  
th e  movement o f  h i s t o r y  o u t s id e  o f  w hich  v a lu e s  
rem a in  empty w ords and h ave  no o t h e r  chance  o f  
r e a l i z a t i o n . 20

W ith t h i s  n o t io n  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  t r u t h  in  h i s t o r y ,  M e rle au - 

P o n ty  i s  l e d  t o  e x p lo r e ,  on th e  one h a n d , th e  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o ­

j e c t  o f  M arxism , and on th e  o t h e r ,  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t y  o f  

com m unist p o l i t i c s  a s  th e  o n ly  tw e n t i e th  c e n tu ry  e x p re s s io n
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— t h e o r e t i c a l - p r a c t i c a l —o f  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a s o c i a l  

p r a x i s  b a s e d  on i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .

H is to r y  f o r  M erle au -P o n ty  i s ,  in  s h o r t ,  a c h ia r o s c u r o ,

and h i s t o r i c a l  d i a l e c t i c s  a re  bounded  on a l l  s id e s  by a m b ig u ity

and u n r e s t .  In  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s v iew , we s h o u ld  sp e ak  o f  an

e x i s t e n t i a l  d i a l e c t i c s ,  d i a l e c t i c s  o f  a m b ig u ity , o r  as C laude

L e f o r t  re m a rk s , " T e l le  p h i lo s o p h ie . . . e s t  un a g n o s t i c i s m e . . .m a is
21un a g n o s t i c i s m e . . ,e n  r e v o l u t io n . "  A t i t s  b e s t ,  M e rle au - 

P o n ty ' s a p p ro ach  s e t s  o u t  to  d e v e lo p  a  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  m e d ia tio n  

w i th  e v e ry d a y  l i f e ,  th e  p e r p e tu a l  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  w o rld  o f  

id e a s  in  i t s  i n e x t r i c a b l e  r e l a te d n e s s  w i th  th e  w o rld  o f  s o c i a l  

r e a l i t y .  As L e v i -S t r a u s s  e m p h as izes  in  a book w hich  he d e ­

d i c a t e d  to  M e rle au -P o n ty : d i a l e c t i c a l  r e a s o n  i s  o n ly  a p o in t  

o f  d e p a r tu r e ,  n o t  one o f  a r r i v a l . 22 D i a l e c t i c a l  re a s o n  i s  an 

o p e n in g  t o ,  i t  i s  p e r s p e c t i v e a l , i t  i s  c o n s t i t u t i v e  n o t  con­

s t i t u t e d .  "The r o l e  o f  d i a l e c t i c a l  re a s o n  i s  t o  p u t  th e  human 

s c ie n c e s  i n  p o s s e s s io n  o f  a  r e a l i t y  w i th  w hich  i t  a lo n e  can 

f u r n i s h  t h e m . . . . " 23 " i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  f a r  from  b e in g  th e  c a se  

t h a t  th e  s e a r c h  f o r  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  comes to  an end  i n  h i s t o r y  

as tho u g h  t h i s  w ere i t s  te rm in u s .  R a th e r ,  i t  i s  h i s t o r y  t h a t

21 C laude  L e f o r t ,  " L 'ld e e  d 'e t r e  b r u t  e t  d ' e s p r i t  s a u v ag e , 
L es Temps M odernes (No. 1 8 4 -1 8 5 , Nov. 1 9 6 1 ) , 285.

22 C laude L e v i - S t r a u s s ,  The Savage Mind (C h icago : U n iv e r­
s i t y  o f  C hicago P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ) , p . 250.
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s e rv e s  as th e  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r tu re  i n  any q u e s t  f o r  i n t e l l i g i ­

b i l i t y . " 24

In  t h i s  c h a p te r  we s h a l l  c o n s id e r :  (1) E x i s t e n t i a l

d i a l e c t i c s  and M arxism ; (2) M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s M arxism  and th e  

Communist q u e s t io n ;  and (3) The C r i t i q u e  o f  P o l i t i c s  and 

th e  R ole  o f  M i l i t a n t  P h ilo s o p h y  (w ith  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  to  

M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Max W eber, Georg L ukacs and 

M a c h i a v e l l i ) .

1 . E x i s t e n t i a l  D i a l e c t i c s  and  M arxism

D i a l e c t i c s ,  f o r  M e rle a u -P o n ty , i s  an  o p e n in g  o f  p h i lo ­

s o p h ic a l  th o u g h t to  th e  w o rld  o f  s o c i a l  p r a x i s  by m eans o f  a 

m e d ia t in g  a c t .  D i a l e c t i c s  p o in t s  th e  way t o  th e  o p t io n s  o f  

h i s t o r y .  I t  i s  n e v e r  f i n a l ,  t o t a l ,  b u t  am biguous, p e r s p e c t i -  

v a l ,  c o n c re te .  M e rle au -P o n ty  d e s c r ib e s  h i s  n o t io n  o f  d i a l e c ­

t i c s  a s  a  c o n c re te  p h i lo s o p h y .  He w r i t e s :

A c o n c re te  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  n o t  a  happy o n e .
I t  m ust s t i c k  c lo s e  to  e x p e r ie n c e ,  and  y e t  
n o t  l i m i t  i t s e l f  to  th e  e m p i r ic a l  b u t  r e s t o r e  
to  each  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  o n t o lo g i c a l  c ip h e r  
w hich  m arks i t  i n t e r n a l l y .  As d i f f i c u l t  as 
i t  i s  u n d e r th e s e  c o n d i t io n s  to  im ag in e  th e  
f u tu r e  o f  p h i lo s o p h y ,  tw o t h in g s  seem c e r t a i n :  
i t  w i l l  n e v e r  r e g a in  th e  c o n v ic t io n  o f  h o ld ­
in g  th e  k ey s  to  n a tu r e  o r  h i s t o r y  in  i t s  con­
c e p ts ,  and i t  w i l l  n o t  ren o u n ce  i t s  r a d i c a l i s m ,  
t h a t  s e a r c h  f o r  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s  and fo u n d a ­
t io n s  w hich  h a s  p ro d u ce d  th e  g r e a t  p h i lo s o p h ie s .25

24I b i d . , p .  262.

25S ig n s , p .  157.
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A n o th e r way o f  p u t t i n g  th e  m a t te r  i s  to  s e e  th e  i n t e r r e l a t e d ­

n e s s  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  and p o l i t i c s  su ch  t h a t  we m ig h t say  t h a t  

p h i lo s o p h y  has l o s t  i t s  c la im  to  " th e  t r u t h , "  " i t  h a s  l o s t  

i t s  r i g h t  t o  th e  a  p r i o r i , sy s te m , o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  when i t  

no lo n g e r  d o m in a tes  th e  w hole o f  e x p e r ie n c e " 2^ f o r  " th e  n o ­

t io n s  o f  t r u t h  and freedom  a r i s e  o n ly  in  c e r t a in  c u l t u r e s  and 

a r e  n o t  h i s t o r i c a l  law s as i s  p r e te n d e d  in  th e  l i b e r a l  v e r s io n

o f  h i s t o r y .  T ru th  and  freedom  a re  o p t io n s  o f  h i s t o r y  whose 
„ 2 7m a t r ix  i s  v io le n c e ."  To deny p h i lo s o p h y  th e  a b s o lu t e ,  f o r  

M e rle a u -P o n ty , i s  n o t  to  d e n ig r a te  i t s  p la c e  in  any h i s t o r i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e .  The f i r s t  t a s k  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  i s  to  s e e  i t s e l f  

as i t  e n v is a g e s  h i s t o r y ,  as p r o b le m a t ic ,  o p e n -e n d e d , and in  

t h i s  s e n se  d i a l e c t i c a l .

The d i a l e c t i c  we a re  r e d i s c o v e r in g ,  a c c o rd in g  to  Mer­

l e a u - P o n ty ,  i s  th e  " d i a l e c t i c  o f  th e  r e a l . " 2  ̂ What t h i s  a llo w s  

f o r  i s  n o t  th e  r e d i s c o v e r y  o f  " se n se "  o r  " n o n - s e n s e ,"  t r u t h  

o r  th e  a b s u rd  in  any f i n a l  form . R a th e r ,  i t  p o in t s  to  a  th e o ­

r e t i c a l - p r a c t i c a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  em ergence o f  th e  human 

e x p e r ie n c e  from  th e  c o n f l i c t  and c o n t r a d ic t io n s  o f  freedom  

and s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  on th e  one h an d , and v io le n c e  and  o b j e c t i v i -

26I b i d . , p . 158.

27John  O 'N e i l l ,  P e r c e p t io n ,  E x p r e s s io n ,  and H is to r y ;
The S o c ia l  Phenom enology o f  M aurice  M e rle au -P o n ty  (E v a n s to n : 
N o r th w e s te rn  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ) , p . 81.

2 ^S ig n s , p . 156 .
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z a t i o n ,  on th e  o t h e r .  The c o n t r a s t  h e re  i s  n o t  b e tw een  a l ­

t e r i n g  v iew s o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  t r u t h ,  e x is t e n c e  v e rs u s  e s s e n c e ,  

sy s te m  v e rs u s  sy s te m , b u t  r a t h e r  a  mode o f  e n c o u n te r in g  th e  

r e a l  i n  r e a l i t y ,  man in  th e  w o r ld . E x i s t e n t i a l  d i a l e c t i c s  i s  

an i n q u i r y  i n to  " th e  d i f f e r e n t  and  r e a l l y  a n t a g o n i s t i c  id e a

o f  a freedom  w hich  i s  freedom  o n ly  em bodied in  th e  w o rld  as
29w ork done upon a f a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n . "  Or f u r t h e r ,  f o r  th e

p h i lo s o p h e r  o r  th e  man in  th e  s t r e e t :

F a c in g  freed o m , e x is t e n c e  u n v e i l s  a  w h o lly  
new fa c e  o f  th e  w o rld — th e  w o r ld  as a  p ro m ise  
and t h r e a t  to  i t ;  th e  w o rld  w hich s e t s  t r a p s  
f o r ,  s e d u c e s ,  o r  g iv e s  i n  to  i t ;  n o t  th e  f l a t  
w o rld  o f  K a n tia n  o b j e c t s  o f  s c ie n c e  any more 
b u t  a  la n d s c a p e  f u l l  o f  r o u te s  and ro a d b lo c k s ;  
in  s h o r t ,  t h e  w o rld  we ' e x i s t 1 and n o t  s im p ly  
th e  t h e a t e r  o f  o u r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  and f r e e  w i l l . 3(5

M e rle au -P o n ty  b r in g s  p h ilo s o p h y  to  th e  l e v e l  o f  human

e x p e r ie n c e ,  to  p o l i t i c s  and s o c i a l  l i f e .  The m ain q u e s t io n ,

o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  how we a re  to  r e l a t e  o u r  e x p e r ie n c e  to  w h at we

know, o u r  comm itm ent to  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  th in k in g .  In  r e g a r d  to

p o s t  w ar l e f t  p o l i t i c s  i n  F ra n c e , M erle au -P o n ty  s a y s :

P e rh ap s  comm itm ent o n ly  c u r t a i l s  freedom  o f  
th o u g h t when su ch  comm itm ent i s  c o n fu s e d ;  i n  
th e  a b sen c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  th in k in g  a b le  b o th  
to  a c c e p t  a l l  t r u t h s  and to  ta k e  a  s ta n d  in

29 I b i d . , p . 155.

30I b i d . , p . 115.
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r e a l i t y . . . .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t ,  w ith  
o n ly  a m b ig u i t i e s  t o  choose  from , we do n o t  
f e e l  a t  e a se  anyw here, and l o y a l t y  to  a p a r ty  
h as  become an a rd u o u s t a s k . 31

The jo b  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i s  n o t  to  e m b e l l is h  f a l s e  hopes and

i l l u s i o n s  w i th  th e  name d i a l e c t i c ,  t r u t h  o r  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t .

As M e rle au -P o n ty  se e s  i t ,  " th e  c la s s  s t r u g g l e  i s  m asked. We

a re  a t  an am biguous moment i n  h i s t o r y .  N e i th e r  c a p i ta l i s m

n o r  r e v o l u t io n  f i g h t s  o p e n ly  any m ore: b e c au se  c a p i t a l i s m  i s

u n su re  o f  i t s  own f u tu r e  and c a n n o t p r o j e c t  i t s e l f  in  te rm s

o f  a p o s i t i v e  th e o r y ,  and b e c a u se  M a rx ism .. .h a s  c e ase d  to  
32an im a te  a  p r o l e t a r i a n  p o l i t i c s . "  H ence, th e  jo b  o f  i n t e l -

i s  n o t  to  m a in ta in  th e  d e v o t io n a ry ,  h y s t e r i c a l  
a tm o sp h ere  o r  th e  vague f e r v o r s  and t e r r o r s  
w hich im p a r t  a m y th ic a l  and  a lm o s t  p u e r i l e  
c h a r a c te r  to  F ren ch  p o l i t i c s  b u t  i s  r a t h e r  
to  t a k e  s to c k  o f  t h i s  c e n tu ry  and th e  ambi­
guous form s w hich  i t  o f f e r s  u s .  I f ,  th an k s  
to  in fo r m a t io n  and f a c t s , t h i s  a m b ig u ity  
came to  be no lo n g e r  m ere ly  e n d u re d  b u t  u n d e r­
s to o d ,  th en  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  m ig h t c e ase  to  
be  h a u n te d  by  phantom s and m ig h t r e c o v e r  a 
l i t t l e  r e a l i t y . 33

31SN, p . 154 .

32I b i d . , p p . 160-161 .

33I b i d . , p .  170.
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The P o l i t i c s  o f  E x is te n c e  and 

The D i a l e c t i c s  o f  A m biguity

M e rle au -P o n ty  s t a r t s  o u t  a s  an e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  who

re c o g n iz e s  th e  n e e d  f o r  coming to  te rm s  w i th  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .

H is l i m i t a t i o n s  in c lu d e  t h a t  he  i s  a lw ays a  man o f  i d e a s , n o t

a  man o f  a c t i o n ;  he  i s  p u sh ed  to w a rd  comm itm ent b u t  a c c e p ts

a m b ig u ity  i f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  t r u t h ,  th e  t r u t h  o f  th e  L e b e n sw e lt 
34i s  n o t  fo rth c o m in g .

L ik e  S a r t r e ,  he w an ts  to  be b o th  i n t e r n a l l y  co m m itted  

and e x t e r n a l l y  f r e e  to  s e a r c h  f o r  m ean in g , in n u en d o , c h a n g e , 

e t c . 33 ( S a r t r e  sa y s  t h i s  i n  h i s  M e rle au -P o n ty  e s s a y ) .

As we s h a l l  se e  b e lo w , t h i s  a t t i t u d e  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  

M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s v iew  o f  th e  N iz a n -S a r t r e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  U n lik e  

S a r t r e 's  u l t r a - b o l s h e v i s m ,  h ow ever, M e rle au -P o n ty  i s  n e v e r  

p r e p a r e d  to  abandon i d e a s ,  th e  q u e s t  f o r  th e  m eaning  o f  th e  

L e b e n s w e lt , f o r  human i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  c o n se q u e n c e s . As we s e e  b e lo w , he s u p p o r t s  an 

a t t e n t i s m e  m a r x is te  when hope rem a in s  f o r  a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  o f  

s o c i a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  ( i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y )  and s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  

( r e v o lu t io n a r y  p o l i t i c s ) .  B ut h e  r e j e c t s  th e  M a rx is t  p r o j e c t  

and o p ts  f o r  an a-communism, a t h i r d  way, when l i b e r a l  demo­

c ra c y  and S o v ie t  com m unist r e p r e s e n t  to  him  a l t e r n a t e  form s o f

34P a u l P ic c o n e ,  o p . c i t . , p p . 2 4 -2 5 .
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b u r e a u c r a t i c  a b s o lu t is m . He j u s t i f i e s  h i s  own p o l i t i c a l  and 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  dilem m as th ro u g h  e la b o r a t i o n  o f  h i s  " d ia l e c ­

t i c s  o f  a m b ig u i ty ."  F o r M e rle a u -P o n ty , t h i s  am b ig u ity  i s  

fo und  in  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  and  th e  L e b e n s w e lt , a p r o d u c t  o f  

a l i e n a t i o n ,  o f  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e ,  o f  m eaning  s t r u c t u r e s  and 

k n o w led g e . B u t i t  i s  a ls o  found  in  h i s  a s se s s m e n t o f  th e  so ­

c i a l  w o rld  and th e  p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t i e s  o f  th e  t im e . The e x ­

p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  1 9 6 0 's  i n  A m erica  and th e  New L e f t  w ith  i t s  

s u c c e s s e s  and f a i l u r e s  g iv e  us re a s o n  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we h av e  

so m eth in g  to  l e a r n  from  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  way M erleau - 

P o n ty  d e a l t  w ith  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g le s  

o f  th e  1 9 4 0 's  and 1 9 5 0 's  in  F ra n c e .

The p o l i t i c s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  fo c u s e s  on th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  t u r n in g  th e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  c o n c e rn s  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s 

phenom enology o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o r ld  to w a rd  th e  m a jo r  theme o f  

s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e  in  th e  co n tem p o ra ry  w e s te rn  w o rld . M e rle au - 

P on ty  a t te m p ts  t o  r e c o v e r  th e  h u m a n is t ic  p e r s p e c t iv e  from  th e  

e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  t r a d i t i o n  o f  K ie rk e g a a rd  and th e  s o c i a l  p e rs p e c ­

t i v e  from  M arxism . T hus, M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t 

i s  d i r e c t e d  to w ard  a  view  o f  a new s o c i e t y ,  o f  s o c i a l  t r a n s ­

fo rm a tio n ,  o f  a f u tu r e  freed o m , and to w ard  th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  

e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  o p p r e s s io n  and d e h u m a n iz a tio n  in  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  

w o rld . C e n t r a l  to  h i s  th o u g h t  i s  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  i n t e r s u b ­

j e c t i v i t y  i n  m an 's  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  o t h e r s  as w e l l  as h i s  r e l a ­

t i o n s  w i th  h i s  w o rld . The p r o b le m a t ic  o f  e x is t e n c e ,  in  f a c t ,
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i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h a t ,  on th e  one h a n d , i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  a 

n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t io n  f o r  s o c i a l  freedom  as  w e l l  as f o r  e v e ry  

movement o f  r a d i c a l  s o c i a l  change? w h i l e ,  on th e  o t h e r  h an d , 

th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  a lw ays i n  q u e s t io n .

T h is  d i a l e c t i c  co m p rise s  th e  b a s ic  a m b ig u ity  o f  human h i s t o r y .

The b a t t l e  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  h as  t h e r e f o r e  a lw ays i n ­

v o lv e d  a  s t r u g g l e  b e tw een  v a s t l y  d i f f e r i n g  l i f e  s t y l e s ,  w o rld  

v iew s and m e th o d o lo g ie s . E x i s t e n t i a l i s m  has b een  a t t a c k e d  

f o r  b e in g  a new i r r a t i o n a l i s m ,  s u b je c t iv i s m  o r  a c t i v is m .  Y et 

e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  to  many o f  t h e i r  r a t i o n a l i s t  

o r  b e h a v i o r a l i s t  c r i t i c s ,  h av e  l e d  th e  f i g h t ,  a lo n g  w i th  

M a rx is ts  and o t h e r  h u m a n is ts ,  a g a in s t  e x p l o i t a t i v e  and o p p re s ­

s iv e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  h egem onies and id e o lo g ie s  

o f  c o n t r o l  and m a n ip u la t io n .  In  q u e s t  o f  th e  human and s o ­

c i a l  m eaning  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  h av e  a t te m p te d  to  

r e a s s e r t  th e  p rim acy  o f  human a c t io n  as th e  f o u n d a t io n  f o r  

making a  new h i s t o r y  and  a new s o c i e t y .  In  s h o r t ,  e x i s t e n t i a l ­

ism  i s  a  p h ilo s o p h y  o r  a movement i n  r e v o l t  a g a in s t  dehum anized  

man, e x p l o i t a t i v e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and  o p p r e s s iv e  i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s .  I t  i s  a n e g a t iv e  r e v o l t ,  b u t  one w hich  b e a r s  a p o s i ­

t i v e  comm itm ent to w a rd s  c r e a t in g  a new f u tu r e .

I n  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  we f in d  n e i t h e r  a  p e s ­

sim ism , i r r a t i o n a l i s m ,  o r  s o l ip s i s m ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a p h ilo s o p h y  

w hich  i s  co n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  c o n c re te  human s i t u a t i o n  in  i t s  

p h y s i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and h i s t o r i c a l  m i l i e u . 36

3 6 n a v id  C a r r ,  o p . c i t . , p . 370.
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As w ith  many o th e r s  o f  h i s  g e n e r a t io n ,  i t  was M e rle au -  

P o n ty 1 s e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  W ar, th e  R e s i s ta n c e  and th e  s t r u g g l e  

f o r  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  a f t e r  t h e  w ar t h a t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a d i t i o n  o f  m arxism  and e x i s t e n t i a l i s m ,  form ed 

th e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c s  o f  e x i s t e n c e .  In  h i s  e s s a y ,  "The 

War h a s  Taken P l a c e , 1' 37 M e rle au -P o n ty  r e c o u n ts  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  

s i t u a t i o n  i n  F ra n ce  a t  th e  o n s la u g h t  o f  N az iism  a c ro s s  th e  

f a c e  o f  E u ro p e . The e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t h a t  h i s t o r y  by l e f t  i n ­

t e l l e c t u a l s  i s  l a i d  o u t  b e fo r e  us i n  a  l u c i d  e x p o s i t io n  o f  

h i s t o r i c a l  e x i s t e n c e  in  c o n f r o n ta t i o n ,  b o th  w ith  i t s  id e a s  

and i t s e l f  a s  w e l l  as  w ith  o th e r s  and  th e  r e a l  w o rld  o f  pow er 

and t e r r o r .  The e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  s e n se  o f  l o s t  freed o m , o f  th e  

c ru n c h  o f  h i s t o r y ,  and th e  n e c e s s i t y  to  a c t  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u r ­

v iv e  p e rv a d e s  th e  d ia lo g u e .  What t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  shows i s  t h a t  

e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  becom es a  f a c t  when i t  ( e x i s te n c e )  i s  em braced  

by a c o n s c io u s n e s s  w hich  can  o n ly  b e  r e a l i z e d  in  and th ro u g h  

th e  demands o f  an  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .

F i r s t l y ,  a t  th e  p e r io d  o f  Munich f a l s e  c o n s c io u s n e ss  

p r e v a i le d ;  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  l i k e  M e rle a u -P o n ty , c o n s c io u s ly  

r e f u s e d  to  a c t ,  o r  to  know n o th in g  o f  w h at was h a p p e n in g .

E v e n ts  k e p t  m aking i t  l e s s  and l e s s  
p ro b a b le  t h a t  p e a ce  c o u ld  be m a in ta in e d .
How c o u ld  we h av e  w a i te d  so  lo n g  to  d e c id e  
t o  go to  w ar? I t  i s  no lo n g e r  c o m p re h e n sib le  
t h a t  c e r t a i n  o f  u s  a c c e p te d  M unich as a

37SN, pp . 1 3 9 -1 5 2 .
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chance to  t e s t  German good w i l l .  The r e a ­
so n  was t h a t  we w ere n o t  g u id e d  by th e  f a c t s .
We h ad  s e c r e t l y  r e s o lv e d  to  know n o th in g  o f  
v io le n c e  and u n h a p p in e ss  as e le m e n ts  o f  h i s ­
to ry  b e c a u se  we w ere l i v i n g  in  a c o u n try  to o  
happy and  to o  weak to  e n v is a g e  th e m .38

War and v io le n c e  w ere u n r e a l ,  m ere ly  f a c t s  o f  someone e l s e ' s  

h i s t o r y .  T here  w ere m em ories o f  1914 b u t  no f a c e  t o  fac e  aw are­

n e s s .  P h ilo so p h y  ( e .g .  M e rle au -P o n ty  h im s e lf )  was o p t im i s t i c .  

B u t i n  i t s  o p tim ism  t h i s  p h i lo s o p h y  " red u c e d  human s o c ie ty  to  

a  sum o f  c o n s c io u s n e ss  a lw ays rea d y  f o r  p e a ce  and h a p p in e s s . " 99 

In  s h o r t ,  a  b o u rg e o is  a t t i t u d e  p r e v a i le d  w hich  was n e i t h e r  

e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  n o r  s o c i a l i s t .  The f a c t s  w ere known b u t  o n ly  

as th o u g h t,  n o r  c o n c r e t e ly .

We knew t h a t  c o n c e n t r a t io n  camps e x i s t e d ,  t h a t  
th e  Jews w ere  b e in g  p e r s e c u te d ,  b u t  th e s e  
c e r t a i n t i e s  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  w o rld  o f  th o u g h t.
We w ere n o t  a s  y e t  l i v i n g  f a c e  t o  fa c e  w ith
c r u e l ty  and d e a th ;  we h ad  n o t  as  y e t  b een
g iv e n  th e  c h o ic e  o f  s u b m i tt in g  to  them  [ th e  
N a z is]  o r  c o n f r o n t in g  t h e m .40

T hese i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w ere  e n tr a p p e d  by t h e i r  i d e a s ,  f o r  even 

th ough  th e y  sh o u ld  h av e  known b e t t e r ,  th e  f a c t s  ( th e  c o n c re te  

r e a l i t y )  m eant n o th in g .  "We d id  n o t  know t h a t  t h i s  was a  s o i l

t o  be  d e fe n d e d  by th o u g h t  i t  th e  n a t u r a l  l o t  o f  m en ." 4"̂

The s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  M erle au -P o n ty  d e s c r ib e s  i s  one do­

m in a te d  by th e  a i r  o f  p e a ce  and freed o m , o f  in d iv id u a l i s m  and

38I b i d . , p . 139 .

39I b i d . , p . 132.

41I b i d . , p . 140.
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p h i lo s o p h y  ( id e a s )  c u t  o f f  from  i t s  t i e s  to  th e  r e a l  w o rld

s e p a r a te d  from  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  ( " h i s to r y  h as  n o t  y e t  
42been  w r i t t e n . "  ) .  F o r th e s e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  F ren ch  h i s t o r y  

i s  n o t  t h e i r s ;  t h e i r s  i s  th e  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  l i f e  o f  t h e i r  

c l a s s ,  i . e .  b o u rg e o is  h i s t o r y ,  t h e i r  freedom  i s  a q u e s t io n  o f  

fo rm a l p ro c e d u re s  to  be  ch o sen  r a t h e r  th a n  s u b s t a n t iv e  s t r u g ­

g le s  to  b e  w aged. F o r them , t h e r e  was no c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  t h e r e  

was no s t a t e  v io le n c e ;  h i s t o r y  was m asked .

From o u r  b i r t h  we h ad  b een  u se d  to  h a n d lin g  
freedom  and t o  l i v i n g  an in d iv i d u a l  l i f e .
How th e n  c o u ld  we h av e  known t h a t  th e s e  w ere 
h a rd  to  come by? How c o u ld  we h a v e  le a r n e d  
to  commit o u r  freedom  in  o r d e r  to  p r e s e r v e  
i t ?  We w ere c o n s c io u s n e ss  naked  b e f o r e  th e  
w o r ld . How c o u ld  we h av e  known t h a t  t h i s  i n ­
d iv id u a l is m  and t h i s  u n iv e r s a l i s m  h ad  t h e i r  
p l a c e  on th e  map? What makes o u r  la n d s c a p e  
o f  19 39 in c o n c e iv a b le  to  us and  p u ts  i t  once 
and f o r  a l l  beyond o u r  g ra s p  i s  p r e c i s e l y  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  we w ere n o t  c o n s c io u s  o f  i t  as  a 
la n d s c a p e .  In  th e  w o rld  i n  w hich  we l i v e d ,
P l a to  was as  c lo s e  t o  us as H e id e g g e r ,  th e  
C h in e se  as c lo s e  as th e  F re n ch — and  in  r e a l i t y  
one was as  f a r  away a s  th e  o t h e r .  We d id  n o t  
know t h a t  t h i s  was w h a t i t  was to  l i v e  in  
p e a c e ,  in  F ra n c e , and in  a c e r t a i n  w o rld  s i t u ­
a t i o n .  43

T h e i r  b o u rg e o is  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  even  w en t as f a r  as t h e i r  

e n t r y  i n t o  th e  m i l i t a r y .  As M erle au -P o n ty  r e c o u n ts ,  we donned 

u n ifo rm s , b u t  "we s t i l l  had  th e  l e i s u r e  to  t h in k  o f  o t h e r s ,  

o f  s e p a r a te  l i v e s ,  o f  th e  w ar as a  p e r s o n a l  a d v e n tu re ;  and

42I b id .

43I b id .
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t h a t  s t r a n g e  army c o n s id e r e d  i t s e l f  a  sum o f  i n d i v i d u a l s . . . " 44 

In  e s s e n c e ,  th e s e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  d id  n o t  f e e l  in v o lv e d  even  

a t  t h i s  p o i n t .

H ow ever, a f t e r  Ju n e  19 4 0 , when th e  f i g h t in g  becam e 

s e r i o u s ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  r e c o u n ts  how he (and o t h e r  i n t e l l e c ­

t u a l s )  becam e en g ag ed , c o m m itted . They a c te d  o u t  o f  a new 

s e n se  o f  w hat t h e i r  fo rm e r  freed o m  m ea n t, th e y  began  t o  se e  

t h e i r  own i n d iv i d u a l  l i v e s  d i f f e r e n t l y :

They s e n se d  t h a t  t h e i r  fo rm e r freedom s 
h ad  b een  s u s ta i n e d  by th e  freed o m  o f  o th e r s  
and t h a t  one i s  n o t  f r e e  a lo n e .  I f  th e y  had  
once f e l t  c h e e r f u l l y  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  
l i v e s ,  t h a t ,  t o o ,  h ad  b e e n  a mode o f  c o - e x i s ­
t e n c e ,  p o s s ib l e  o n ly  i n  a  c e r t a i n  a tm o sp h e re — 
u nm en tio n ed  i n  t h e i r  p a s t  p h ilo s o p h y — w here 
each  c o n s c io u s n e s s  com m unicates w i th  e v e ry  
o t h e r . 45

The w ar b ro u g h t hone th e  r e a l i t y  i n  w hich t e r r i b l e  c h o ic e s  c o u ld  

n o t  b e  a v o id e d  s in c e  e v e ry th in g  was a t  s ta k e  in c lu d in g  p e r ­

s o n a l  freed o m . " . . . n o  e n s la v e m e n t i s  more a p p a re n t  th a n  t h a t  
46o f  an o c c u p ie d  c o u n tr y ."  R e a l i t y ,  i t  w ould a p p e a r ,  was 

tu rn e d  u p s id e  down: I n s t e a d  o f  th e  f a c t s  b e in g  d i s t o r t e d  o r

m y s t i f i e d  by t h e i r  i d e a s ,  i t  was now t h e i r  id e a s  w hich a p p e a re d  

s t r a n g e ,  o u t  o f  p l a c e ,  u n r e a l  i n  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  w ar s i t u a t i o n .  

O nly an e x i s t e n t i a l  l e a p  c o u ld  p ro d u ce  a  r e c o v e r y ,  w hich  would

4 4 I b i d . , p . 141.

45I b i d . , p . 142 .

46I b id .
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have to  be i n t e l l e c t u a l  as  w e l l  a s  p h y s ic a l .

The e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  comm its h im s e lf  i n  o r d e r  t o  be f r e e ,  

he a c t s  in  o r d e r  to  be  human. A t th e  same t im e ,  he ru n s  th e  

r i s k  o f  d e f e a t ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  and d e a th ,  s in c e  no freedom  i s  

a b s o lu te  o r  g u a ra n te e d .  I f  we a r e  to  a v o id  b e in g  "good G er­

m ans," th e n  we m ust s e e ,  as  d id  M e rle a u -P o n ty , t h a t  "we a re
47in  th e  w o r ld ,  m in g le d  w i th  i t ,  com prom ised  w ith  i t . "

T h e r e f o r e ,  b o th  t h e  men o f  id e a s  and th e  men o f  a c t i o n  a r e

t i e d  up w i th  th e  w o r ld , th row n i n t o  th e  w o rld  i n  su ch  a  way

t h a t  th e y  m ust b o th  make judg m en ts  a b o u t t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  and

a c t  w i th in  i t .  "A judgm ent w i th o u t  w ords i s  in c o m p le te ;  a

w ord to  w h ich  t h e r e  can  be  no r e p ly  i s  n o n s e n se ;  my freedom
48xs in te rw o v e n  w i th  t h a t  o f  o th e r s  by way o f  th e  w o r ld ."

T h is  i s  a l l  th e  more im p e r a t iv e ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  a rg u e s ,  s in c e

he f in d s  in  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and m arxism  a l i k e  th e  v iew  t h a t

"no e f f e c t i v e  freed o m  e x i s t s  w i th o u t  some p o w er."  "Freedom
49e x i s t s  m  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  w o r ld , n o t  o u t s id e  i t . " I t  i s  

from  th e  W ar, th e  O c c u p a tio n  and th e  R e s i s ta n c e  t h a t  M e rle au -  

P o n ty  le a r n e d  t h e s e  le s s o n s  in  th e  a m b ig u ity  o f  human h i s t o r y  

From th e s e  e x p e r ie n c e s  M e rle au -P o n ty  l e a r n e d  t h a t  v a lu e s  r e ­

m ain  n o rm a l, s u b j e c t  to  h i s t o r y  and  th e  c o u rs e  o f  a c t i o n  men

47I b i d . , p .  147.
48t , . ,I b id .
49 I b i d . , p .  148.
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c h o o s e . A n d  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  fo l lo w in g  M arx, t h e r e  i s  no v a lu e  

" w i th o u t  an econom ic and  p o l i t i c a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  to  make them  

p a r t i c i p a t e  in  e x is t e n c e .  M e rle a u -P o n ty , as i n t e l l e c t u a l

and as  en g ag ee  came to  se e  th e  i n e x t r i c a b l e  a c c o rd  b e tw een  

th e  human q u e s t  f o r  freedom  and th e  o b j e c t iv e  c o u rs e  o f  s o ­

c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  and th u s  th e  d i a l e c t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  

h o ld s  b e tw een  b e in g  and d o in g , freedom  and pow er, and  th e  

o b j e c t iv e  and s u b je c t iv e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  th e  s o c i a l  w o rld . 

B r in g in g  t o g e th e r  p i e c e s  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and m arx ism , h u ­

m anism  and s o c ia l is m  in  a  u n iq u e  f o rm u la t io n  o f  a  p h i lo s o p h y  

o f  p o l i t i c s  and a  com m itm ent to  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  he c o n c lu d e s  

"The War Has Taken P la c e "  i n  t h i s  way:

I t  i s  d o u b t fu l  w h e th e r  ty ra n n y  can  e v e r  be 
e l im in a te d  from  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  w h e th e r  th e  
S t a te  c o u ld  w i th e r  away and m en 's  p o l i t i c a l  
o r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  c o u ld  e v e r  be r e i n t e ­
g r a t e d  i n to  t h e i r  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  B ut 
even  i f  we h av e  no g u a ra n te e  t h a t  th e s e  g o a ls  
w i l l  e v e r  b e  r e a l i z e d ,  we can  a t  l e a s t  s e e  
v e ry  c l e a r l y  th e  a b s u r d i ty  o f  an a n a c h r o n is ­
t i c  ty ra n n y  l i k e  a n ti - S e m i ti s m  and o f  a r e a c ­
t io n a r y  e x p e d ie n t  l i k e  f a s c is m . And t h i s  i s  
enough to  make us w a n t to  d e s t r o y  them  r o o ts  
and b ra n c h  and to  p u sh  t h in g s  fo rw a rd  in  th e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  e f f e c t i v e  l i b e r t y .  T h is  p o l i ­
t i c a l  t a s k  i s  n o t  in c o m p a tib le  w ith  any c u l ­
t u r a l  v a lu e  o r  l i t e r a r y  t a s k ,  i f  l i t e r a t u r e  
and  c u l t u r e  a r e  d e f in e d  as th e  p r o g r e s s iv e  
a w a re n ess  o f  o u r  m u l t ip l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  
o t h e r  p e o p le  and  th e  w o r ld ,  r a t h e r  th a n  as 
ex tram u n d an e  t e c h n i q u e s . I f  a l l  t r u t h s  a re

I b i d . , p . 152.
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t o l d ,  none w i l l  h av e  to  be  h id d e n . In  m an 's  
c o - e x i s te n c e  w i th  man, o f  w h ich  th e s e  y e a rs  
have  made us aw are , m o ra ls ,  d o c t r i n e s ,  th o u g h ts  
and c u s to m s, la w s , w orks and  w ords a l l  e x p re s s  
each  o t h e r ;  e v e ry th in g  s i g n i f i e s  e v e ry th in g .
And o u t s id e  t h i s  u n iq u e  f u lg u r a t i o n  o f  e x is t e n c e
t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g . 52

The c r e a t io n  o f  Les Temps M odernes by M e rle a u -P o n ty , 

S a r t r e ,  de B e a u v o ir  and o th e r s  a f t e r  th e  War was an e f f o r t  

r o o te d  in  t h e i r  w artim e  e x p e r ie n c e s  and in te n d e d  to  p r e ­

s e rv e  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  R e s i s ta n c e  and  to  s y n th e s i z e  th e  

f e r m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l e f t  i n to  a new p o l i t i c s  

f o r  p o s tw a r  F ra n c e . They d e c id e d  to  e n t e r  i n to  th e  p o l i ­

t i c a l  d e b a te s  o f  th e  p o s t-w a r  p e r io d  th ro u g h  th e  v e h ic l e  o f  

a  m o nth ly  j o u r n a l  w ith  a comm itm ent t o  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n . ^  

They b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  m ust rem ain  i n  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

a re n a  in  o r d e r  to  m a in ta in  any le v e r a g e  w i th  r e a l i t y .  Even 

i f  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  am b ig u ity  in  e v e ry  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  id e a s  

to  a c t i o n ,  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  shows us a way o f  b re a k in g  away 

from  th e  dilem ma o f  b e in g  and d o in g , o f  th o u g h t  and a c t i o n . 54 

S in c e  p o l i t i c s  h ad  so to u c h e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  to  th e  c o re ,  th ey  

made a c o n s c io u s  d e c is io n  to  im m erse th e m se lv e s  even  more

52I b i d . , p . 152.

“̂ M ic h e l  -A n to in e  B u r n ie r .  C hoice o f  A c t io n ;  F ren ch  
E x i s t e n t i a l i s m  on th e  P o l i t i c a l  F ro n t  L in e  (New Y ork: Ran­
dom H ouse, 19 6 8 ) ,  p . 3 .

54SN, p. 151.
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d e e p ly  i n to  th e  murky w a te rs  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  to  p la c e  

t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  th o u g h t  s id e  by  s id e  w ith  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  

e x p e r ie n c e  a t  th e  a l t a r  o f  h i s t o r y .

S a r t r e ,  M e rle a u -P o n ty , and  th e  o th e r s  w e re , m o re o v e r, 

m o tiv a te d  by th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  h ad  b e e n , 

i n  S a r t r e 's  w o rd s , " I  was a - p o l i t i c a l  and r e l u c t a n t  t o  make 

any com m itm ent, b u t  my h e a r t  was on th e  L e f t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  l i k e  

ev e ry o n e  e l s e ' s . " 55 B ut f o r  th e  fo u n d e rs  o f  Les Temps 

M odernes, t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t  was a  c o n s c io u s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  

e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  i n d iv id u a l i s m .  They had  p r im a r i ly  b een  con­

c e rn e d  w ith  t h e i r  own e x i s t e n c e ,  n o t  w ith  h i s t o r y .  F o r even  

th o u g h  much o f  t h e i r  p h i lo s o p h y  h ad  found  i t s  m o tiv a t io n  in  

an a t t a c k  on b o u rg e o is  l i f e ,  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  h ad  rem a in ed  fu n ­

d a m e n ta lly  b o u r g e o is .  W ith o u t a  c o n c e p tio n  o f  h i s t o r y ,  th e r e  

was no u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  s o c i a l  p r a x i s . 56 T h e ir  c o n c e p tio n  

o f  man was i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  as w e l l .  They w ere c o n c e rn e d  w ith  

th e  c o n c re te  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  freedom  b u t  d is c o v e re d  t h a t  f r e e ­

dom was n o t  bound up w ith  m an 's  s o l i t a r y  p r o j e c t s  o f  a c t i o n .  

I n s t e a d ,  th e y  now u n d e rs to o d  freedom  as th e  ensem ble  o f  h i s  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  th e  m arx ian  v e i n . 57 The u n r e c o n s t ru c te d  

o u t lo o k  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  t h a t  man a c te d  a lo n e  o r  n o t  a t  a l l

55Je a n  P a u l S a r t r e ,  " I n t r o d u c t i o n , 11 in  P a u l  N iz a n , Aden 
A ra b ie  (New Y ork: M onthly  Review P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p . 51.

56M ic h e l -A n to in e  B u r n ie r ,  o p . c i t . , p . 4 .
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now w en t c o m p le te ly  a g a in s t  th e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h i s  new p r o ­

j e c t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  M e rle a u -P o n ty , who was t o  be th e  m ain 

p o l i t i c a l  e d i t o r  o f  th e  j o u r n a l .

Les Temps M odernes was t h e  v e h ic l e  f o r  t h i s  new k in d

o f  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m .  The germ  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  h ad  e n te r e d

t h e i r  l i v e s  th ro u g h  th e  s tu d y  o f  H egel and Marx a s  w e l l  as

H u s s e r l  and H e id e g g e r , th ro u g h  th e  exam ple o f  com m unists l i k e

P a u l N iz a n , th ro u g h  t h e i r  s e n se  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l  freedom  and

human i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  ( se e  C h a p te r  a b o v e ) . C le a r ly ,  id e a s

c o u ld  n o t  i r r u p t  i n to  h i s t o r y ,  th e y  m ere ly  l a i d  s e e d  and

w a i te d .  H ence, i t  to o k  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  th e  War to  make

them  se e  r e a l i t y .  I t  was n e c e s s a r y ,  i n  s h o r t ,  f o r  h i s t o r y

t o  i r r u p t  i n to  l i f e . " ^ 8 By c r e a t in g  L es Temps M odernes th e s e

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  w e ig h t  o f  h i s t o r y  and  th e  t a s k s

b e fo r e  th e m .— They o p te d  f o r  th e  v iew  h e ld  by M e rle au -P o n ty

t h a t  "man i s  condemned to  h i s t o r y "  as  o p p o sed  to  t h a t  o f

S a r t r e ,  "man i s  condemned to  fre e d o m ."  T h is  new s p i r i t  o f

th e  F ren ch  E x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  was summed up by Simone de B e a u v o ir

in  The P rim e o f  L i f e :

T hen, s u d d e n ly , H is to r y  b u r s t  upon me, and 
I  d i s s o lv e d  i n to  f ra g m e n ts .  I  woke to  f in d
m y se lf  s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  th e  f o u r  q u a r t e r s  o f
th e  g lo b e ,  l in k e d  by e v e ry  n e rv e  i n  me to  
e ach  and e v e ry  o t h e r  i n d iv i d u a l .  A l l  my 
id e a s  and v a lu e s  w ere t u rn e d  u p s id e  d o w n .59

58I b i d . , p .  7.

C i te d  in  I b id .
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M e rle a u -P o n ty , S a r t r e  and t h e i r  c o l l a b o r a t o r s  ch o se  n o t  to  

abandon t h e i r  fo rm e r hum anism , b u t  to  r e a s s e r t  i t  in  a new, 

m ore m e a n in g fu l form : th e  ro a d  to  freed o m , th e y  now a f f i rm e d ,  

p a s s e s  th ro u g h  h i s t o r y  v i a  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  and a c t i o n .  The 

com m itm ent to  freed o m , th e  s in e  qua non o f  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m ,  

now came to  mean th e  com m itm ent t o  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  to  s o -

c i a l  p r a x i s , t o  a new r a p p o r t  w ith  m arxism  and com m unist p o l i ­

t i c s  (though  th e y  n e v e r  j o in e d  th e  P a r ty ) .

J u s t  a b o u t a y e a r  b e fo r e  h i s  d e a th ,  M e rle au -P o n ty

p u b l is h e d  S ig n s , th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  w hich  i s  p a r t  o f  h i s  

ong o in g  e f f o r t  to  come to  g r ip s  w ith  a  d i a l e c t i c  o f  th o u g h t 

and a c t io n  and  w ith  th e  p ro b lem  o f  p o l i t i c a l  comm itm ent o f  

i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  In  p o i n t  o f  f a c t ,  th e s e  ru m in a tio n s  a re  a 

com m entary on h i s  own e x p e r ie n c e  as a  co m m itted  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

and th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  h i s  own th in k in g  to  M arxism  and com m unist 

p o l i t i c s .  The I n t r o d u c t io n  to  S ig n s  i s  a ru m in a tio n  on th e  

m a jo r  q u e s t io n s  w hich w ere a lw ay s a t  th e  c e n te r  o f  M e rle au -  

P o n ty ' s th o u g h t.  H is  s e a rc h  f o r  s o c i a l l y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  

fo u n d ed  m eaning  h as  ta k e n  him  th ro u g h  an o p en -en d ed  jo u rn e y  

whose p a th  i s  m arked o u t  by th e  i n t e r c r o s s in g  o f  p h ilo s o p h y  

and h i s t o r y ,  id e a s  and s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e .  T h is  jo u rn e y ,  f o r  

M e rle a u -P o n ty , i s  a  " p e r p e tu a l  b e g in n in g ," ^  fo u n d ed  on th e
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p r o b le m a t ic  o f  e x i s t e n c e  and  m ean in g , i n  s e a r c h  o f  th e  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  w o r ld  and p h i lo s o p h ic a l  t r u t h .  A n o th e r way 

o f  p u t t i n g  i t  i s  to  say  t h a t  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s p h i lo s o p h ic a l  

p r o j e c t  o f  w o r ld  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  i s  a p e r p e tu a l  o p e n in g  to  th e  

h i s t o r i c a l ,  th e  p o l i t i c a l ,  t h e  human d im e n s io n s  o f  e x i s t e n c e .

I n  S ig n s , M e rle au -P o n ty  a t t e m p ts  t o  r e c a p tu r e  th e  ma­

j o r  them es o f  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  own e x ­

p e r i e n t i a l  a s s e s s m e n t.  What c h a r a c t e r i z e s  th e s e  re m in is c e n c e s  

and co m m en taries  i s ,  above a l l ,  th e  way in  w hich  M e rle au -  

P o n ty  la y s  b a re  h i s  s e n se  o f  th e  i n t e r c r o s s i n g  o f  s e n se  and 

n o n - s e n s e ,  th e  r a t i o n a l  and th e  i r r a t i o n a l  in  h i s t o r y ,  f o r  

w hich  p h i lo s o p h y  i s  o n ly  an an sw er o f  s o r t s .  The s e n se  o f  

a m b ig u ity , o f  l o s t  h o p e s , u n k e p t p ro m is e s ,  unansw ered  q u e s t i o n s ,  

h a u n ts  t h i s  e s s a y  and  s e rv e s  as t h e  f i n a l  b ack d ro p  f o r  h i s  

e x i s t e n t i a l  d i a l e c t i c s  and h i s  c r i t i q u e  o f  p o l i t i c s .  "The 

p h i lo s o p h e r 's  ro a d  may be  h a r d ,"  w r i t e s  M e rle a u -P o n ty , " b u t  

we can  a t  l e a s t  b e  s u re  t h a t  e ach  s te p  p o in t s  a way f o r  th o s e  

t o  com e." H ow ever, " in  p o l i t i c s ,  one h as  th e  o p p r e s s iv e  s e n ­

s a t i o n  o f  b l a z in g  a t r a i l  w hich  m u st be  e n d le s s ly  reo p e n e d . " ^  

I n  o th e r  w o rd s , w h ereas  we can  show t h a t  th e  c o u rs e  o f  p h i lo ­

s o p h ic a l  th o u g h t  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h as  i t s  own lo g ic  and 

r a t i o n a l i t y ,  p o l i t i c s ,  and th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  to  

p o l i t i c s ,  shows o n ly  d e to u r s  w i th  an o c c a s io n a l  s u c c e s s .
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T h is  i s  n o t  to  say  t h a t  p o l i t i c s  i s  th e  p i t f a l l  o f  any t r u e  

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p r o j e c t ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  p h ilo s o p h y  and p o l i t i c s  

a r e  d i a l e c t i c a l l y  bound in  su ch  a way t h a t  th e  " t r u e "  f o r  

p h i lo s o p h y  o r  "freedom  and s o c i a l  j u s t i c e "  f o r  p o l i t i c s  a l -  

wways e sc a p e  any f i n a l  r e s o l u t i o n  o r  c o m p le tio n . " Q u e s tio n s  

can  in d e e d  be t o t a l , "  w r i t e s  M e rle a u -P o n ty , " b u t  a n sw e rs ,  in  

t h e i r  p o s i t i v e  s ig n i f i c a n c e ,  c a n n o t . " 62 And t h u s ,  " I f  we 

ta k e  p h ilo s o p h y  and h i s t o r y  as th e y  a re  b e in g  m ade, we s h a l l  

se e  t h a t  p h i lo s o p h y  f in d s  i t s  s u r e s t  e v id e n c e  a t  th e  moment 

o f  i n c e p t io n ,  and t h a t  h i s t o r y  as i t  comes to  b e  i s  dream  o r  

n ig h tm a r e ." 62

As M erle au -P o n ty  seems to  s a y , i t  i s  p ro b le m a t ic  

w h e th e r  p h ilo s o p h y  e v e r  s u rp a s s e s  (d e p a s s e ) i t s  own s e l f - e n ­

c lo s e d  " t r u t h s , "  i f  i t  c e a s e s  t o  be  p h ilo s o p h y  as p h i lo s o p h y  

and becomes r e a l i z e d  p h ilo s o p h y  (M arx). P h ilo s o p h y  s e rv e s  

to  m y s t ify  and d e c e iv e  as w e l l  as to  c l a r i f y  and in fo rm  h i s ­

t o r y .  B u t,  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  t r u t h  o r  a p p l i e d  p h i lo s o p h y ,  " H is ­

t o r y  t a k e s  s t i l l  m ore from  th o se  who have  l o s t  e v e r y th in g ,  

and g iv e s  y e t  m ore to  th o se  who have  ta k e n  e v e r y t h in g . " "F o r 

i t s  sw eep ing  judgm ents a c q u i t  t h e  u n ju s t  and d is m is s  th e  p le a s  

o f  t h e i r  v i c t im s .  H is to r y  n e v e r  c o n f e s s e s . 11 6^

62I b id .

63I b id .

6^ I b i d . , p .  4 .
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In  s h o r t ,  c o n f ro n te d  w ith  a d v e r s a r ie s  on a l l  s i d e s ,  

c a p i t a l i s t  p o l i t i c s  as w e l l  as com m unist p o l i t i c s ,  M e rle au -  

P o n ty  c la im s  t h a t  a l l  th o u g h t i s  c o n tin g e n t  (and s u b o rd in a n t)  

in  th e  s e n se  t h a t  i t s  v a l i d i t y  m ust a w a it  a f f i r m a t i o n  o r  d e ­

n i a l  i n  h i s t o r y .  P h ilo so p h y  c a n n o t e sc a p e  th e  t e s t  o f  t im e .  

B ut w h a t a b o u t  p o l i t i c s ?  Here th e  q u e s t io n  i s  n o t  t r u t h  as 

in  p h i lo s o p h y ,  b u t  e f f i c a c y .  F o r M e rle a u -P o n ty , th e  d i a ­

l e c t i c s  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  a lw ays a  rem in d e r  t h a t  b e tw een  p h i lo s o ­

p h ic a l  t r u t h  and an e f f i c a c i o u s  p o l i t i c s  l i e s  a v e i l  o f  am bi­

g u i ty ,  in c o m p le te n e s s ,  c o n tin g e n c y .  T h is  means t h a t  n e i t h e r  

p h ilo s o p h y  in  s e a rc h  o f  a c t i o n ,  a g ro u p , a movement, n o r  

p o l i t i c s  i n  s e a rc h  o f  a  way, a m eans, a m odel, p r i n c i p l e s  i s  

u n f e t t e r e d  i n  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o j e c t .

What good i s  t h e r e  in  h a v in g  b een  r i g h t  
y e s te r d a y  a g a in s t  S t a l i n is m  and to d a y  a g a in s t  
th e  A lg e r ia n  a f f a i r ,  w h a t good in  p a t i e n t l y  
u n ty in g  th e  f a l s e  k n o ts  o f  communism and a n t i ­
communism, and  in  s e t t i n g  down in  b la c k  and 
w h i te  w hat b o th  know b e t t e r  th a n  we d o , i f  
th e s e  t r u t h s  o f  tom orrow  do n o t  exem pt a  young 
man from  th e  a d v e n tu re s  o f  fa s c is m  and commun­
ism  to d ay ?  What good i s  i t  i f  th e s e  t r u t h s  a re  
s t e r i l e  to  th e  e x te n t  th e y  a re  n o t  g iv e n  p o l i ­
t i c a l  e x p re s s io n  in  t h a t  lan g u a g e  w hich sp e ak s  
w i th o u t  s a y in g ,  w hich  to u c h e s  th e  s p r in g s  o f  
hope and  an g e r  i n  e v e ry  man, and w hich  w i l l  
n e v e r  be  th e  p ro s e  o f  t r u t h ?  I s  i t  n o t  an i n ­
c r e d i b le  m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  t h a t  a l l ,  o r  a lm o s t 
a l l ,  p h i lo s o p h e rs  have  f e l t  o b l ig e d  to  h av e  a  
p o l i t i c s ,  w hereas p o l i t i c s  a r i s e s  from  th e  
" p r a c t i c e  o f  l i f e ?  and e s c a p e s  u n d e rs ta n d in g ?
The p o l i t i c s  o f  p h i lo s o p h e rs  i s  w h at no one 
p r a c t i c e s . Then i s  i t  p o l i t i c s ?  Are th e r e  n o t  
many o t h e r  th in g s  p h i lo s o p h e r s  can t a l k  a b o u t  w ith  
g r e a t e r  a s su ra n c e ?  And when th e y  map o u t  w ise  
p e r s p e c t iv e s  a b o u t w hich  th e  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s
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c a re  n o th in g ,  a r e  th e y  n o t  i n  f a c t  a d m i t t in g  
t h a t  th e y  s im p ly  do n o t  know w hat p o l i t i c s  
i s  a l l  abou t?® 5

From th e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  1960, M e rle au -P o n ty  e n v is io n s  

t h e  dilem m a o f  p o l i t i c s  and p h ilo s o p h y  a s  th e  m u tu a l l o s s  

o f  th e  d i a l e c t i c s  o f  a m b ig u ity :  p o l i t i c s  h a s  become so m eth in g  

l e s s  (o r  o th e r )  th a n  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p o l i t i c s  and p h i lo s o p h y  

h as  d e v e lo p e d  a  " p o l i t i c a l  m ania" i n  i t s  e f f o r t  to  b e  p u r e ,  

th o ro u g h ,  p r i n c i p l e d ,  c o m m itted . M e rle au -P o n ty  i s  r e f e r r i n g  

e s p e c i a l l y  t o  th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  th e  com m unist p a r t y  in  F ra n ce  

and t o  t h e  " u l t r a - b o ls h e v is m "  o f  S a r t r e , ^  w hich  we w i l l  d i s ­

c u ss  more f u l l y  b e lo w . What he  a t t a c k s  h e re  i s  th e  p o s t- w a r  

m a r r ia g e  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  and p o l i t i c s  w hich  he b e l i e v e s  h as  

n o t  p ro d u ce d  e i t h e r  good p h ilo s o p h y  o r  good p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  

r a t h e r  re d u c e d  b o th  t o  a common d e n o m in a to r , id e o lo g y ,  f o r  

p r a c t i c a l ,  th o u g h  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  e f f i c a c i o u s  o r  r a t i o n a l  

r e a s o n s .  He w r i t e s :

. . . i n  th e  r e c e n t  p e r i o d ,  a l l  form s o f  l i f e  
and s p i r i t  w ere  l in k e d  to  a  p u r e ly  t a c t i c a l  
p o l i t i c s ,  a d is c o n t in u o u s  s e r i e s  o f  a c t i o n s  
and e p is o d e s  w ith  no tom orrow . I n s t e a d  o f  
com bin ing  t h e i r  v i r t u e s , p h ilo s o p h y  and 
p o l i t i c s  ex ch an g e  t h e i r  v i c e s :  p r a c t i c e  b e ­
came t r i c k y  and th o u g h t  s u p e r s t i t i o u s . 67

In  s h o r t ,  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  d i a l e c t i c ,  th e  d i a l e c t i c s  o f  a m b ig u ity , 

i s  d e f e a t e d  i f  e i t h e r  p o l i t i c s  o r  p h ilo s o p h y  l o s e s  i t s  b a s ic

^ I b id .  , p p . 5 -6 . 

66AD, p p . 131-211
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f o u n d a t io n .  F o r i n s t a n c e ,  w h a t r e l a t i o n s  w i l l  M a rx is ts  have 

to  th e  Communist p a r ty ?  Do M a rx is ts  u p h o ld  a l l  o f  th e  d o c ­

t r i n e s  and  p r in c i p l e s  o f  Marx o r  o n ly  " c e r t a i n  p o in ts ? "  I f  

c e r t a i n  p o i n t s  o f  M arxism  do n o t  s ta n d  up to d a y ,  w h at r e ­

p l a c e s  them ? What i s  th e  outcom e o f  a p o l i t i c a l  n eed  to  be 

l o y a l  com bined w i th  a p h i lo s o p h ic a l  n eed  to  make a  b re a k  

( a t  l e a s t  on " c e r t a in  p o i n t s " ) ?  Can r e v i s io n is m  be f a i t h f u l  

t o  M arxism  and M arx ian  p o l i t i c s  a l i k e ?  A t e v e ry  p o in t  th e s e  

q u e s t io n s  c o n c ern  th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  M arxism  to  M a rx is t  p o l i t i c s .  

B u t f o r  M e r le a u -P o n ty ," th e  M a rx is t  l i n k  b e tw een  p h ilo s o p h y  

and p o l i t i c s  i s  b r o k e n ." 68 H ence, th e  tra g e d y  i s  t h a t  many 

M a rx is ts  a c t  as i f  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  M arx ian  p h i lo s o p h y — th e  

en d  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  th ro u g h  i t s  r e a l i z a t i o n  in  h i s t o r y — h ad  

b een  a c h ie v e d  o r  was i n  a c t i v e  p r o c e s s .  They em ploy th e  

d o c t r i n e s  and r e g u r g i t a t e  th e  fo rm u la s  o f  M arxism  as i f  

e v e n ts  h ad  n o t  changed  th e  s t a t u s  o f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a n  m ovement. 

On th e  o t h e r  h an d , some M a rx is ts ,  h a v in g  se en  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  

p h i lo s o p h y  t o  g e t  tu rn e d  i n to  r e a l i t y ,  "w hich  was th e  t r i a l  

o r  t e s t  o f  th e  c r e a t iv e  n e g a t io n ,"  " r e p u d ia te  M arxism  as  r e ­

v o l u t i o n ."  69

M e rle au -P o n ty  r e j e c t s  th e s e  two ex trem e  t e n d e n c ie s — 

t o t a l  a c c e p ta n c e  and t o t a l  r e j e c t i o n ,  p h i lo s o p h y  a g a in s t  p o l i ­

68I b i d . , p . 8.

69I b i d . , p . 9.
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t i c s  o r  p o l i t i c s  a g a in s t  p h i lo s o p h y .  The s o lu t io n  i s  n o t  to  

le a v e  com m unist p o l i t i c s  o r  f o r g e t  o n e 's  p r i n c i p l e s .  N e i th e r  

ap p ro ach  f a c e s  t h e  c o n tin u in g  need  f o r  a  p h i lo s o p h y  w i th o u t  

m y s t i f i c a t i o n  and  a  p o l i t i c s  w i th o u t  m y s t i f i c a t i o n .  B ut how 

does one a v o id  r e p u d ia t i n g  M arxism  i f  t h e r e  i s  no r e v o lu ­

t i o n ,  o r  i f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  i s  11 in a c t iv e ? "  F o r M e rle a u -P o n ty , 

t h e  an sw e r, ta k e n  from  th e  s id e  o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  i n t e r r o g a ­

t i o n ,  i s  an am biguous m ix tu re  o f  a c c e p ta n c e  and r e j e c t i o n .

He w r i te s  i n  S ig n s ;

What we a r e  s a y in g  i s  t h a t  w ith  t h e  e v e n ts  
o f  r e c e n t  y e a r s  M arxism  h a s  d e f i n i t e l y  e n te r e d  
a new p h a se  o f  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  i n  w hich  i t  can 
i n s p i r e  and  o r i e n t  a n a ly s e s  and  r e t a i n  a  r e a l  
h e u r i s t i c  v a lu e ,  b u t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  no lo n g e r  
t r u e  i n  t h e  s e n se  i t  was b e l i e v e d  to  be t r u e .

M e rle au -P o n ty  a t te m p ts  to  p la c e  p h ilo s o p h y  on th e  a l ­

t a r  o f  h i s t o r y  b u t  o n ly  so  as  t o  r e t a i n  th e  s e n se  and v a lu e  

w hich each  h a s  t o  th e  o t h e r .  He b e l i e v e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  

to  a sk  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  w h e th e r  one i s  a  M a rx is t  o r  n o t  i s  i r ­

r e l e v a n t .  M arxism  i s  s t i l l ,  i n  19 60 , th e  same h i s t o r i c a l  t r u t h  

i t  was f o r  M e rle au -P o n ty  in  th e  e a r l y  p o s t- w a r  p e r io d ,  tho u g h  

i t  i s  now a " v e ile d  t r u t h : "  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  i s  h id d e n ,  th e  

c la s s  s t r u g g l e  i s  d iv id e d  o r  m asked, com m unist p o l i t i c s  h as  

f a i l e d  i n  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o j e c t  o r  d e g e n e ra te d  in to  a u th o r i ­

t a r i a n i s m .  In  some w a y s - -S t.a l in is m , th e  in v a s io n  o f  H ungary , 

K orea—M arxism  i s  a t r u t h  t h a t  f a i l e d .  B u t M e rle au -P o n ty  r e ­
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j e c t s  th e  c h o ic e  be tw een  y o g i  and com m issar b e c a u se

B eh in d  M a rx is t  s ta t e m e n t s ,  co n firm e d  o r  d i s ­
c o n tin u e d ,  th e r e  i s  a lw ays M arxism  a s  a  m a t r ix  
o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  
w h ich  can  a lw ays b e  sa v ed  from  t o t a l  f a i l u r e  
by means o f  some a d d i t i o n a l  h y p o t h e s e s . . . .  71

T h is  i s  th e  s e n s e  i n  w hich  M e rle au -P o n ty  c a r e f u l l y  d e ­

fe n d s  a m id d le  g round  betw een th e  an ti-com m unism  o f  a  K o e s t-  

l e r  and  th e  u l t r a - b o l s h e v i s m  o f  a S a r t r e .  E v e n ts  h av e  d r iv e n  

him  c lo s e r  and c lo s e r  to  a  H u s s e r l i a n  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  i n t e r r o ­

g a t i o n ,  comm itm ent becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y  tem p ered  by r e f l e c t i o n .  

He d e c l a r e s ,  " d i s c lo s in g  fu n d am e n ta l m e a n in g - s t ru c tu re s  th ro u g h

a l l  i t s  manu f i s s u r e s ,  o u r  age c a l l s  f o r  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  i n t e r -  
72p r e t a t i o n .  P h ilo so p h y  and th e  r o l e  o f  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l

in  t h i s  p e r io d  becom es, f o r  M e rle a u -P o n ty , " a c t io n  a t  a d i s ­

t a n c e . " 72 T h is  i s  th e  p r ic e  he b e l i e v e s  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  

pay  in  o r d e r  to  re s c u e  th e  d i a l e c t i c a l  m e d ia t io n ,  o r  any semb­

l a n c e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  m ean ing , f l e x i b i l i t y ,  o p en n ess  to w a rd  th e  

f u t u r e .

In  sum, r e j e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c i a l  M arxism , th e  p o s i t i o n  

o f  th e  F re n ch  com m unist p a r ty  o r  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  th e  USSR, 

d o es  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e ,  f o r  M e rle a u -P o n ty , a r e j e c t i o n  o f  M arxism . 

H is to r y  m ere ly  h ig h l i g h t s  th e  am biguous p a th  o f  th o u g h t  and

71I b i d . , p . 10.

72I b i d . , p . 13.
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a c t i o n .  T hus, f o r  M e rle a u -P o n ty , one t a l k s  a b o u t Marxism 

"from  w ith in "  when one c a n , and from  " w ith o u t"  when one m ust 

b o th  i n  r e s p e c t  to  M arxism  as an h i s t o r i c a l  movement and 
74M arxism  as a d o c t r i n e .  M arxism i s  l e s s  and more th an  an 

h i s t o r i c a l  movement o r  a  d o c t r i n e ,  i f ,  a s  M e rle au -P o n ty  b e ­

l i e v e s ,  we a re  t o  r e t a i n  th e  s e n se  o f  d i a l e c t i c a l  m eaning 

and t r u t h  i n  o u r  p e r s p e c t i v e .  In  th e  l a s t  a n a ly s i s ,  M arxism 

" i s  an immense f i e l d  o f  se d im e n te d  h i s t o r y  and thought where 

one g o es  t o  p r a c t i c e  and to  l e a r n  t o  t h in k .  " 7^ M erleau -P o n ty  

g e ts  to  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  m a t te r  when he sa y s  i n  c o n c lu s io n :

We a r e  aw are o f  th e  d i s t a n c e  b e tw een  M arx­
ism  as an in s t r u m e n t  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n a ly s i s  
and th e  M arxism  w hich d e f in e s  th e o r y  as con­
s c io u s n e s s  o f  p r a c t i c e .  T here  a re  s i t u a t i o n s  
o f  c la s s  s t r u g g l e ,  and we may i f  we w ish  f o r ­
m u la te  th e  w o rld  s i t u a t i o n  in  te rm s  o f  b o u r g e o is ie  
and p r o l e t a r i a t ;  b u t  t h i s  i s  no lo n g e r  a n y th in g  
b u t  a way o f  s p e a k in g ,  and th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  b u t  
a name f o r  a  r a t i o n a l i s t i c  p o l i t i c s . 76

What i s  n e e d e d , w arns M e rle a u -P o n ty , i s  c e r t a i n l y  r e v o lu t io n ­

a ry  p o l i t i c s ;  b u t  w h at i s  e s s e n t i a l  to  t h a t  end  i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  

c l a r i t y  i n  th e  f a c e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  a m b ig u ity . P e rh ap s  m ore, 

b u t  c e r t a i n l y  n o th in g  l e s s  can be  e x p e c te d  o r  r e q u i r e d  o f  

th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  o f  a c t i o n ,  th e  co m m itted  i n t e l l e c t u a l .  Any­

th in g  s h o r t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w ould be d e c e p t iv e .

74I b i d . , p . 12.
75t u . ,I b id .

76I b i d . , p . 13.
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W ith  th e s e  v iew s in  m ind, M e rle au -P o n ty  r e f l e c t s  on 

th e  p r o b le m a t ic  o f  comm itm ent in  h i s  c r i t i q u e  o f  J e a n -P a u l

S a r t r e 's  l a t e s t  to n e  o f  " d e s p a i r  and  r e b e l l i o n "  i n  h i s  com-
77

m en ta ry  on P a u l  N iz a n .

S a r t r e  and M e rle au -P o n ty  w ere  b o th  f r i e n d s  o f  N iz a n 1s 

a t  th e  E c o le  N orm ale; th e y  b o th  to o k  s id e s  w ith  him  in  h i s  

r e b e l l i o n  and h i s  j o in in g  th e  Communist P a r ty .  B u t S a r t r e  

h e re  r e m in is c e s  a b o u t th e  m is ta k e  N izan  made when he  l e f t  

th e  P a r ty  i n  1939 o v e r  th e  N a z i -S o v ie t  P a c t .  " I  te n d  to  th in k  

t h a t  he a c te d  im p u ls iv e ly ,  t h a t  he  s h o u ld  n o t  h av e  b ro k en  w ith  

h i s  f r i e n d s ,  w ith  h i s  t r u e  l i f e .  I  t e l l  m y se lf  t h a t  i f  he  h ad  

l i v e d ,  th e  R e s is ta n c e  w ould have b ro u g h t  him  back  in to  th e  

r a n k s ,  as i t  d id  so  many o t h e r s . 11 78 S a r t r e  condemns N iz a n 's  

a c t  o f  r e n u n c ia t i o n  o f  h i s  [N iza n 1s] h opes f o r  r e v o l u t io n  

and freedom  b u t  a ls o  condemns h i s  own y o u th :  He u n d e rs to o d  

th e  com m unist q u e s t i o n ,  a s  d id  N iz a n , M e rle au -P o n ty  and o th e r  

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  o f  th e  l e f t ,  b u t  u n l ik e  N iz a n , S a r t r e  t a k e s  him ­

s e l f  t o  t a s k  b e c au se  " I  was a p o l i t i c a l  and r e l u c t a n t  to  make

any com m itm ent, b u t  my h e a r t  was on th e  L e f t ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  l i k e  
79e v e ry o n e  e l s  e 1s .

M e rle a u -P o n ty , f o r  h i s  p a r t  i n  th e  d ia lo g u e ,  a c c u s e s

77,1 I n t r o d u c t i o n , " i n  P a u l N iz a n , Aden A r a b ie ,
o p . c i t .

78I b i d . , p p . 52 -5 3 .

79I b i d . , p . 51.
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S a r t r e  o f  e n d o r s in g ,  n o t  th e  l i f e  o f  N izan  as a r e b e l  and 

r e v o l u t io n a r y ,  b u t  a c h im e ra : "He c h e r i s h e s  th e  i d e a  o f  a 

r e b e l l i o u s  y o u th ,  and  i t  i s  a  ch im e ra ; n o t  j u s t  b e c a u se  

t h e r e  i s  no lo n g e r  t im e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  h i s  p r e c o c io u s  l u c i d i t y  

does n o t  c u t  such  a  b a d  f ig u r e  b e s id e  th e  v i o l e n t  d e lu s io n s  

o f  o t h e r s . " 80 S a r t r e 's  i s  l i k e  a r e f l e c t i v e  r e b e l l i o n ,  b u t  

one t h a t  w ould ren o u n c e  th e  r ic h n e s s  and  p e r s p i c a c i t y  o f  

r e f l e c t i o n  i n  o r d e r  to  r e c o v e r  th e  p a s s io n  and p o te n c y  o f  

a c t i v e  comm itm ent w hich  S a r t r e  f a i l e d  to  m ake. M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s 

a d v ic e  i s  to  s e e  t h a t ,  f o r  h i s  p a r t ,  N izan  made su c h  a  comm it­

m ent w h ile  u l t i m a t e l y  r e c o g n iz in g ,  th ro u g h  s e l f c r i t i c i s m ,  th e  

m eaning  o f  i l l u s i o n ,  d e c e p t io n ,  and com prom ise in  a l l  p o l i ­

t i c s .  S a r t r e ,  on th e  o t h e r  h an d , s h o u ld  se e  t h a t  h i s  i n t e l ­

l e c t u a l  o u tp u t  i s  h i s  form  o f  r e b e l l i o n  and t h a t  w is h fu l  

th in k in g  a b o u t a n o th e r  y o u th ,  a d i f f e r e n t  h i s t o r y  can  n e i t h e r  

b r in g  i t  b ack  n o r  make i t  r i g h t .

In  1939, N izan  i s  g o in g  to  d i s c o v e r  a b r u p t ly  
t h a t  one i s  n o t  so  q u ic k ly  s a v e d , t h a t  a d h e r ­
en ce  to  communism d o es  n o t  f r e e  one from  th e  
dilem m as and h e a r t - r e n d in g  a n g u is h ;  w h i le  S a r ­
t r e ,  who knew i t ,  b e g in s  t h a t  a p p r e n t ic e s h ip  in  
h i s t o r y  and  th e  p o s i t i v e  w hich  was to  l e a d  him 
l a t e r  on t o  a  s o r t  o f  communism, from  w i th o u t .  
Thus t h e i r  p a th s  c r o s s .  N izan  r e t u r n s  from  Com­
m u n is t  p o l i t i c s  t o  r e b e l l i o n ,  and th e  a - p o l i t i c a l  
S a r t r e  becom es a c q u a in te d  w i th  t h e  s o c i a l . 81

81.I b i d . , p . 30
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M e rle au -P o n ty  f in d s  i n  N izan  a c l e a r  s e n se  o f  th e  

c h ia r o s c u r o  o f  h i s t o r y :  " H is to r y  g iv e s  no p u re  and s im p le  

a n s w e r s ." 82 In  h i s  r e b e l l i o n  from  th e  P a r ty ,  N izan  was c o r ­

r e c t ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  M e rle a u -P o n ty , c o n tr a ry  to  S a r t r e 's  i l l u ­

s io n s  o f  p u r i t y ,  b e c au se  "he r e a l i z e d  t h a t  to  be  a  Communist 

i s  n o t  to  p la y  a r o l e  one h a s  c h o sen  b u t  to  be  c a u g h t in  a

dram a w here w i th o u t  know ing i t  one r e c e iv e s  a d i f f e r e n t  r o l e . "

I t  i s  a l i f e t i m e  u n d e r ta k in g  w hich  one c a r r i e s
on i n  f a i t h  o r  ends up p u l l i n g  o u t  o f ,  b u t
w hich i n  any c a se  ex c ee d s  a g re e d  upon l i m i t s  
and th e  p ro m ises  o f  p ru d e n c e . I f  i t  i s  l i k e  
t h i s ,  and i f  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  in  th e  Communist 
l i f e  as  in  th e  o t h e r  n o th in g  i s  e v e r  i r r e v o c a b ly  
a c co m p lish e d — i f  y e a r s  o f  l a b o r  and o f  a c t i o n  
can be  s t r i c k e n  i n  a  tw in k lin g  w i th  d e r i s i o n — 
in  t h a t  c a s e ,  N izan  t h in k s ,  I  c a n n o t  do i t ,  and 
th e  answ er i s  n o . 83

N iz a n 's  d e c e p t io n  p u sh es  him  to  r e s i g n a t i o n  and r e b e l l i o n :

he i s  a man a c t in g  in  h i s t o r y — th e  p ro d u c e r  o f  a  new h i s t o r y

and a new man, a s  Marx e n v is io n e d  i t .  Y et M a rx is t  man i s

a ls o  a  p r o d u c t  o f  h i s t o r y ,  an o b j e c t iv e  and o b j e c t i f y i n g

p r o c e s s .  N izan  "was s u b je c t  and  he  was o b j e c t .  As o b j e c t ,

l o s t  a lo n g  w ith  h i s  t im e s ;  as s u b je c t ,  sa v ed  a lo n g  w i th  th e

f u t u r e . " 84

T h is  p e r s p e c t iv e  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  th e  tim e s  b e c au se

82I b i d . , P- 33,

83I b i d . , P* 31,

84I b i d . , P- 29,
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i n  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s w o rd s , " h i s t o r i c a l  man h as  n e v e r  b een  human, 

and y e t  no man i s  a l o n e . " 85 W hile  M e rle au -P o n ty  b e l i e v e s  

a lo n g  w i th  S a r t r e  and N izan  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  man m u st commit 

h im s e lf  t o  h i s  w o rld  and such  comm itm ent b e g in s  w i th  th e  r e ­

b e l l i o n  o f  th e  n e g a t iv e  man, he rem inds us  o f  th e  s u b te r fu g e s  

o f  th e  n e g a t iv e  m an .8  ̂ T hus, he  o f f e r s  h i s  own i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f  N izan  a s  e v id e n c e  a g a in s t  S a r t r e 's .  N izan  h e lp s  us  u n d e r ­

s ta n d  th e  a m b ig u ity  (com prom ise and d e c e p tio n )  o f  a l l  p o l i ­

t i c s  b u t  a l s o  th e  a m b ig u ity  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  e x i s t e n c e  i t s e l f .

As M e rle au -P o n ty  p u ts  i t :

Man i s  h id d e n ,  w e l l  h id d e n ,  and  t h i s  tim e  we 
m ust make no m is ta k e  a b o u t i t :  t h i s  does n o t  
mean t h a t  he  i s  t h e r e  b e n e a th  a m ask, re a d y  to  
a p p e a r .  A l i e n a t io n  i s  n o t  s im p ly  p r iv a t io n  o f  
w h a t was o u r  own by n a tu r a l  r i g h t ;  and to  b r in g  
i t  t o  an en d , i t  w i l l  n o t  s u f f i c e  to  s t e a l  w h at 
h a s  b een  s to l e n ,  to  g iv e  us b ack  o u r  d u e .^ ^

Even n e g a t i v i t y  i s  n o t  f r e e  from  m y s t i f i c a t i o n ,  id e o lo g y ,  th e

w ra th  o f  h i s t o r y .  T h is  i s  th e  l e s s o n  to  be  l e a r n e d  from

r e a d in g  N izan  and shows th e  e x t e n t  to  w hich  M e rle au -P o n ty

and S a r t r e  p a r t e d  company o v e r  j u s t  t h e s e  fu n d a m e n ta ls .  At

a tim e  when S a r t r e  i s  d i s c o v e r in g  th e  com m unist t r u t h  in  N izan

and e l s e w h e r e ,88 M e rle au -P o n ty  r e t r e a t s  from  r e b e l l i o n  and

85I b i d . , p . 24.

86I b i d . , p . 30.

87I b i d . , pp . 3 3 -3 4 .

88S ee J e a n  P a u l S a r t r e ,  " I n t r o d u c t i o n ,"  F r a n tz  F anon ,
The W retched  o f  th e  E a r th  (New York: Grove P r e s s ,  19 6 8 ).
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.. 89to w a rd s  w h at he  c a l l s  i n  S ig n s , " u n r e m it t in g  v i r t u . We a re

a l l  e q u a l ly  c a u g h t in  th e  c h ia r o s c u r o  o f  p r e s e n t  h i s t o r y ,  

d i r e c t i o n s  a re  n o t  c l e a r  and e v e n ts  a re  s h a re d  by com m unist 

and n on-com m unist a l i k e ,  by i n t e l l e c t u a l  and  a c t i v i s t  a l i k e .  

M e rle au -P o n ty  w r i t e s :

Communism se e s  th ro u g h  a  g l a s s  d a rk ly  in  
th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  a new man and a new s o c i ­
e ty .  B u t f o r  th e  tim e  b e in g ,  and f o r  a w hole 
lo n g  p e r io d  w hich i s  c a l l e d  n e g a t iv e ,  w hat i t  
t u r n s  a g a in s t  th e  b o u rg e o is  S t a te  i s  th e  ma­
c h in e ry  o f  th e  S t a t e .  The means i t  tu rn s  
a g a in s t  e v i l  a re  e v i l  m eans. From now on , 
each  th in g  h as  a d o u b le  m ean ing , d ep en d in g  on 
w h e th e r  i t  i s  ju d g ed  a c c o rd in g  to  i t s  e v i l  
o r i g i n  o r  i n  th e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  th e  f u tu r e  i t  
in v o k e s .  The M a rx is t  i s  t h e  w re tc h  he w as; he 
i s  a ls o  t h a t  w re tc h e d n e s s  r e s t o r e d  to  i t s  p la c e  
i n  th e  t o t a l  schem e o f  t h in g s  and known in  term s 
o f  i t s  c a u s e s .  As a w r i t e r  in  a p e r io d  o f  
" d e m o r a l iz a t io n ,"  he p ro lo n g e s  b o u rg e o is  d e c a ­
d en ce ; b u t  i n  th e  v e ry  p r o c e s s  o f  d o in g  so he 
b e a r s  w i tn e s s  to  i t  and s u rp a s s e s  i t  tow ard s  
a d i f f e r e n t  f u t u r e . 90

F o r M e rle au -P o n ty  t h e s e  a r e  " th e  a d v e n tu re s  o f  th e  

d i a l e c t i c . "  And h e  i s  p ro n e  to  show th e  u n d e rs id e  o f  th e s e  

a d v e n tu re s  in  o r d e r  to  c l a r i f y  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  as w e l l  as  

th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a d i a l e c t i c  o f  h i s t o r y -  He l a s h e s  o u t  

a g a in s t  h i s  c lo s e  f r i e n d  and com rade on Les Temps M odemes 

f o r  w h a t h e  c a l l s  S a r t r e 's  " u l t r a - b o l s h e v i s m " — r e f l e c t i v e  

r e b e l l i o n  in  s e a r c h  o f  a  c a u se  c h o o ses  th e  unm et dream s o f  

th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p o l i t i c s  o f  th e  Communist P a r ty .

90.I b i d . , p p . 2 8 -2 9 .
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The b a s i s  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s c r i t i q u e  o f  S a r t r e  i s  

t h a t  h i s  new a d h e re n c e  to  com m unist p o l i t i c s  i s  r e s o l u t e l y  

a n t i d i a l e c t i c a l .  S a r t r e 's  a p p ro a c h , a c c o rd in g  to  M e rle au - 

P o n ty , a b s o lu t iz e s  s u b je c t  and  o b j e c t ,  n e c e s s i t y  and c o n t in ­

gency in  th e  same way h i s  e a r l y  p h ilo s o p h y  b i f u r c a t e d  e x i s ­

te n c e  i n to  en s o i  and  p o u r  s o i , th e  i n  i t s e l f  and  th e  f o r  

i t s e l f ,  b e in g  and c o n s c io u s n e s s .  He a s s e r t s  t h a t

[ S a r t r e ]  fo n d e  m a in te n a n t  1 ' a c t i o n  com m unist 
en  r e f u s a n t  t o u te  p r o d u c t i v i t e  a l ' h i s t o i r e  
en  f a i s a n t  d ' e l l e ,  p o u r ce q u 'e l l e  a de 
c o n n a is a b le ,  l e  r e s u l t a t  im m edia t de nos v o lo n te s ,  
e t ,  p o u r  l e  r e s t e ,  une o p a c i t e  im p e n e tr a b le .

C o n se q u e n tly , S a r t r e 's  M arxism i s  n o t  d i a l e c t i c a l  b u t  r e d u c ­

t i v e  and a b s o l u t i s t i c — u l t r a - b o l s h e v i s t .  S a r t r e  red u c e s  th e  

h i s t o r i c a l  s t r u g g le  to  th e  a n ta g o n ism  o f  b o u rg e o is  and  p ro ­

l e t a r i a t ,  th e  fo rm er b e in g  in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  e v e ry th in g ,  th e  

l a t t e r  t o t a l l y  d i s p o s s e s s e d . ^  T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

from  t h i s  t o t a l  a n ta g o n ism  o r  c o n t r a d ic t io n  (b o u rg e o is  v s . 

p r o l e t a r i a t ,  s u b j e c t  v s .  o b j e c t ) ,  th e  t o t a l  n e g a tio n  ( p r o l e ­

t a r i a t  as u n iv e r s a l  c la s s )  r i s e s  to  become th e  t o t a l  a f f i rm a ­

t io n  ( p ra x is )  i n  th e  r e v o l u t io n .  B ut M e rle au -P o n ty  r e j e c t s  

t h i s  as t h e s i s  and as p r a x i s .  He r e j e c t s  i t  a s  t h e s i s  ( d ia ­

l e c t i c a l  th e o ry )  b e c a u se  "La p o l i t i q u e  r e v o l u t io n n a i r e  re p o s e  

d eso rm a is  s u r  l e  n o n - e t r e  du p r o l e t a r i a t  e t  s u r  l a  d e c is io n  

que l e  c r e e  comme s u j e t  de l 'h i s t o i r e  a  p a r t i r  de

91&D, p . 134
92 C laude  L e f o r t ,  "La P o l i t i q u e  e t  l a  p e n see  de l a  

p o l i t i q u e , "  L e t t r e s  N o u v e lle s  (11 , No. 3 2 ) ,  p p . 6 4 -6 5 .

R ep ro d u c ed  w ith p er m issio n  o f  t h e  copyright ow n er. Further reprod uction prohibited w ithou t p er m is sio n .



www.manaraa.com

1 2 2

, 93n e n .  And he  op p o ses  S a r t r e 's  c o n c e p t io n  as p r a x i s  b e ­

ca u se  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i s  m asked, h id d e n ,  i n ­

a c t i v e ,  and com m unist p o l i t i c s  h av e  n o t  f u l l y  become th e  

new d e s t r u c t i o n - r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  new man and th e  new s o c i ­

e ty .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  C laude L e f o r t  s u p p o r t s  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s 

c r i t i q u e  o f  S a r t r e  when h e  n o te s  t h a t

[ S a r t r e ]  I I  c r o y a i t  d e c o u v r i r  dans l a  r e v o lu t io n  
p r o l e t a r i e n n e  l e  moment h i s t o r i q u e  p a r t i c u l i e r  
e t  d e c i s i f  d 'u n e  d e s t r u c t i o n - r e a l i s a t i o n ,  m ais 
s 'e x p o s a n t  au  m ythe d 'u n e  f i n  de l ' h i s t o i r  e t ,  
p o u r  en e lu d e r  d es  c o n se q u e n c e s , l a i s s a n t  d ans _ .
l a  vague ce q u ' i l  f a l l a i t  e n te n d r e  p a r  r e a l i s a t i o n .

M e rle au -P o n ty  r a i s e s  th e  same q u e s t io n :  "Le c o n c lu s io n  de

ces  a v e n tu re s  e s t - e l l e  done que l a  d i a l e c t i q u e  e t a i t  un 
95

m ythe?" And h i s  re s p o n s e  i s  a r e a s s e r t i o n  o f  th e  am bigu­

i t y  o f  th e  d i a l e c t i c  a g a in s t  S a r t r e 's  t o t a l i z i n g  im age:

M ais 1 ' i l l u s i o n  e t a i t  s e u le m e n t de p r e c i p i t e r  
dans un f a i t  h i s t o r i q u e ,  l e  n a is s a n c e  e t  l a  
c ro i s s a n c e  du p r o l e t a r i a t ,  l a  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  
t o t a l e  de l 'h i s t o i r e ,  de c r o i r e  que l 'h i s t o i r e  
o r g a n i s a i t  e lle -m em e  s a  p ro p re  r e c u p e r a t io n ,  
que l a  p o u v o ir  du p r o l e t a r i a t  s e r a i t  s a  p ro p re  
s u p p re s s io n ,  n e g a t io n  de l a  n e g a t i o n .96

In  a w ord , M erle au -P o n ty  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  S a r t r e 's  d u a lism  h a s

d e n ig r a te d  th e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  s u b j e c t i v i t y  and

c o n tin g e n c y ,  on th e  one h a n d , and  th e  M a rx is t  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f

93* JAD, p . 134.
94 C laude L e f o r t ,  o p . c i t . , p . 66.
95*°AD, p . 276.

96I b id .
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o b j e c t i v i t y  and  n e c e s s i t y ,  on th e  o t h e r .  I n s t e a d ,  w hat i s

l e f t  i s  "La d i a l e c t i q u e  jo u e  done e x a c te m e n t l e  r o l e  d 'u n e

id e o l o g i e ,  e l l e  a id e  l e  communisme a e t r e  a u t r e  ch o se  que ce 
97

q u ' i l  p e n s e ;"  n e i t h e r  good p h ilo s o p h y  n o r  good p o l i t i c s ,  

b u t ,  i n  i t s  c r u d e s t  s e n s e ,  id e o lo g y .

C o n tra ry  to  S a r t r e ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  a t te m p ts  t o  m a in ta in  

a  s e n se  o f  d i a l e c t i c s  i n  w hich th e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  s i t u a t i o n  

and  th e  s o c i a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  a re  b o th  s u p p o r te d  ( r e i n f o r c e d ) .

He m a in ta in s  th e  view  t h a t  th e  i d e a l  m odel o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  

d i a l e c t i c  b r id g e s  th e  gap b e tw een  M a rx 's  s o c i a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  

and  th e  human c o n d i t i o n .

2 . M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s  M arxism  and  th e  

Communist Q u e s tio n

The d i a l e c t i c  o f  th e  s u b je c t iv e  
and th e  o b j e c t iv e  i s  n o t  a s im p le  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  w hich  le a v e s  th e  
term s i t  p la y s  on d i s j o i n t e d ;  i t  
i s  r a t h e r  a te s t im o n y  to  o u r  
ro o te d n e s s  i n  th e  t r u t h .  . . . l 'n  
more c o n c re te  te rm s ,  th e  common 
a s su m p tio n  o f  a l l  r e v o l u t io n a r i e s  
i s  t h a t  th e  c o n tin g e n c y  o f  th e  
f u tu r e  and  th e  r o le  o f  human d e ­
c i s i o n s  i n  h i s t o r y  makes p o l i t i c a l  
d iv e rg e n c e s  i r r e d u c i b l e  and c u n n in g , 
d e c e i t  and  v io le n c e  i n e v i t a b l e . 9 8

M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s id e a  o f  M arxism  i s  n o t  b a s e d  on any 

a b s o lu te  p r i n c i p l e s ,  su ch  as th e  o b j e c t iv e n e s s  o r  s c i e n t i f i c i t y

97I b i d . , p .  132.
98HT, p . 96 .
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o f  h i s t o r y ,  i t s  n e c e s s a r y  u n f o ld in g ,  lo g ic  o r  r a t i o n a l i t y .  

R a th e r ,  h e  i s  co m m itted  to  a  v iew  o f  M arxism  w ith o u t  i l l u s i o n s  

i n  w hich  t h e r e  i s  a lw ays an o n g o in g  p la y  and t e n s io n  o f  f o r ­

c e s  i n  d i a l e c t i c a l  o p p o s i t io n — h i s t o r y  h as  a l o g ic  and a  con- 
99t m g e n c y .  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s M arxism  i s  th u s

. . . n o t  an o p t im i s t i c  p h i lo s o p h y  b u t  s im p ly  
th e  i d e a  t h a t  a n o th e r  h i s t o r y  i s  p o s s ib l e ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no su c h  th in g  as f a t e ,  t h a t  
m an 's  e x is t e n c e  i s  o p en en d ed . I t  i s  th e  r e s o l u t e  
t r y  f o r  t h a t  f u tu r e  w hich  no one in  th e  w o rld  
o r  o u t  o f  th e  w o rld  can  know w i l l  come o r ,  i f  
i t  com es, w h at i t  w i l l  b e . 100

T h is  h i s t o r y  i s  on th e  s id e  o f  man as  a c t i v e  s u b je c t  w i th in

a  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n — b o th  s u b je c t iv e  and o b j e c t iv e  f a c t o r s

a re  p r e s e n t  i n  any h i s t o r i c a l  u n d e r ta k in g .  N e i th e r  th e

s u b j e c t i v i t y  o f  th e  y o g i n o r  th e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  th e  com m issar

can  be th e  fo u n d a t io n  f o r  a h i s t o r i c a l  d i a l e c t i c .  R a th e r ,

M arxism  i s  n e i t h e r  th e  n e g a tio n  o f  s u b j e c t i v i t y  
and  human a c t io n  n o r  th e  s c i e n t i s t i c  m a t e r i a l ­
ism  w ith  w hich  Rubashev b eg an . I t  i s  much more 
a  th e o r y  o f  c o n c re te  s u b j e c t i v i t y  and  c o n c re te  
a c t i o n — o f  s u b j e c t i v i t y  and a c t io n  com m itted  
w i th in  a h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n . 101

How ever, i f  th e  d i a l e c t i c  as  M e rle au -P o n ty  s e e s  i t  i s  

to  b e  p r e s e r v e d  in  M a rx is t  a n a ly s i s  and  M a rx is t  p o l i t i c s ,  i t  

i s  n e c e s s a r y  n o t  o n ly  t o  t a k e  s id e s  w i th  th e  o b j e c t iv e  f o rc e s  

in  h i s t o r y  (eco n o m ics , c la s s  s t r u g g l e ) , b u t  to  do so o n ly  by

99SN, p . 124.

100I b i d . , p . 119.

101HT, p .  22 .
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1 0 2means o f  c o n n e c t in g  o u r s e lv e s  w ith  h i s t o r y ,  w hich  i s  to  

s a y ,  i n t e g r a t i n g  and  n o t  s t i f l i n g  th e  c o n t in g e n t ,  human and 

i n d iv i d u a l  i n i t i a t i v e  jand a c t io n  in  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s .

In  o th e r  w o rd s , f o r  M e rle a u -P o n ty , a  l i v i n g  M arxism  i s  an 

e x i s t e n t i a l  M arxism . And an e x i s t e n t i a l  M arxism  in c lu d e s  

a r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  c o n tin g e n c y  in  h i s t o r y  as  w e l l  as a  l o g i c  

o r  r a t i o n a l i t y  i n  h i s t o r y ,  s u b je c t  and o b j e c t  i n t e r c r o s s in g  

th ro u g h  th e  a c t i o n s  o f  men and g ro u p s . T h ere  i s  " th e  con­

t in g e n c y  o f  h i s t o r y ,  w i th o u t  w hich  no one w ould  be to  blam e

in  p o l i t i c s ,  and th e  r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  h i s t o r y ,  w i th o u t  which 
103th e r e  w ould be o n ly  madmen."

The r o o t  o f  t h i s  c o n c e p t io n  i s  fo u n d  in  th e  n o t io n  o f  

p r a x i s .  M e rle au -P o n ty  a rg u e s  t h a t  f o r  M arxism  n o th in g  in  h i s ­

to r y  i s  a b s o lu te  c o n t in g e n t  b u t  t h a t  th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  sy n ­

t h e s i s  i s  n o t  a r a t i o n a l  sy s tem  o r  p a r t  o f  a r a t i o n a l  de­

v e lo p m en t o f  h i s t o r y  i n  i t s e l f . R a th e r ,  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r a x i s  

i s  i n  h i s t o r y  and in  man; in  o t h e r  w o rd s , p r a x i s  i s  i n t e r -  

s u b je c t iv e  .

. . . h u m a n i t y 's  r e t u r n  to  o r d e r ,  t h e  f i n a l  sy n ­
t h e s i s ,  i s  n o t  n e c e s s i t a t e d  b u t  d ep en d s upon 
a r e v o lu t io n a r y  a c t  whose c e r t a i n t y  i s  n o t  
g u a ra n te e d  by any d iv in e  d e c re e  o r  by any 
m e ta p h y s ic a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  w o r l d . . . . I t  i s  
t h e r e f o r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  M arxism  t o  ad m it 
t h a t  h i s t o r y  i s  b o th  l o g i c a l  and  c o n t in g e n t ,  
t h a t  n o th in g  i s  a b s o lu t e ly  f o r t u i t o u s  b u t

1^ 3HT, p . 41; s e e  a l s o ,  "La m a te r ia l i s m e  h i s t o r iq u e  n ' e s t
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104a ls o  t h a t  n o th in g  i s  a b s o lu t e ly  n e c e s s a r y .  

M erle au -P o n ty  c a l l s  t h i s  th e  11 d i a l e c t i c a l  f a c t s "  o f  h i s t o r y .  

M arxism , a c c o r d in g ly ,  i s  n e i t h e r  a  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  th e  s u b je c t  

n o r  a p h ilo s o p h y  o f  th e  o b j e c t ,  b u t  a  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  h i s t o r y  

and c l a s s  c o n s c io u s n e ss  ( p r a x i s ) . 10^ The e s se n c e  o f  r e v o lu ­

t i o n a r y  th e o r y  as w e l l  as r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r a c t i c e  i s  man, r e ­

l a t e d  i n  a c e r t a i n  way to  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i a l  f o rc e s :

I t  i s  man in v o lv e d  in  a c e r t a i n  way o f  a p p ro ­
p r i a t i n g  n a tu r e  i n  w hich  th e  mode o f  h i s  r e ­
l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  o t h e r s  t a k e s  s h a p e ; i t  i s  con­
c r e t e  human i n t e r s u b j e c t i . v i t y , th e  s u c c e s s iv e  
and  s im u lta n e o u s  community o f  e x i s t e n c e s  i n  th e  
p ro c e s s  o f  s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n  i n  a ty p e  o f  ow ner­
s h ip  w hich th e y  b o th  s u b m it t o  and t ra n s fo r m , 
each  c r e a te d  by and c r e a t in g  th e  o t h e r . 106

In  m ore c o n c re te  te rm s , th e  human f a c t o r  i n  w hich  p r o j e c t

and a c t i o n ,  o b j e c t  and s u b je c t ,  m eet i s  w hat i s  m ean t h e re

by r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r a x i s :

Thus h i s t o r y  i s  n o t  co m p arab le  to  a  m ach in e , 
b u t  to  a  l i v i n g  b e in g .  T here  i s  a s c ie n c e  o f  
th e  r e v o lu t io n ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  r e v o l u t io n ­
a ry  p r a x i s  w hich t h a t  s c ie n c e  c l a r i f i e s  b u t  does 
n o t  r e p l a c e .  T here  i s  a  sp o n ta n e o u s  movement 
o f  o b j e c t iv e  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a ls o  human 
i n te r v e n t i o n  w hich  makes i t  l e a p  s ta g e s  and w hich 
can n o t be  f o r e t o ld  from  t h e o r e t i c a l  s c h e m a s .107

104 SN, p . 120; a l s o  SN, pp . 1 2 5 -1 2 6 . 

105I b i d . , p . 130.

106I b i d . , p . 129.
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H ow ever, now here d oes M erle au -P o n ty  m ore f u l l y  c l a r i f y  h i s

p o s i t i o n  th a n  when he  a rg u e s  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  c lo s e d

h i s t o r y  i n  w hich  men a re  o n ly  s p e c t a to r s  i n  a  game w hich may

b e  p re d e te rm in e d  by th o s e  who g a th e r  k n o w led g e , i n  w hich

h i s t o r y  i s  i n d i f f e r e n t  to  th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  and  a c t io n s  o f

men. A cco rd in g  to  M e rle au -P o n ty ,

. . . t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  we a re  n o t  s p e c t a to r s  o f  
a  c lo s e d  h i s t o r y ;  we a re  a c to r s  i n  an open 
h i s t o r y ,  o u r  p r a x i s  i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  e le m e n t o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  r a t h e r  th a n  know ledge as an i n g r e ­
d i e n t  o f  t h e  w o r ld , m aking th e  w o rld  n o t  s im p ly  
an o b j e c t  o f  c o n te m p la t io n  b u t  so m e th in g  to  be 
t ra n s fo rm e d .  What we c a n n o t im ag in e  i s  a 
c o n s c io u s n e s s  w i th o u t  a f u tu r e  and  a h i s t o r y  
w i th  an  e n d .108

B ased  on h i s  own a s se s s m e n t o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  c l im a te  

in  th e  1 9 4 0 's  and  1 9 5 0 's  and h i s  n o t io n  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l  d i a l e c ­

t i c s ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  c h an g es  h i s  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  Communist 

p o l i t i c s  and to  th e  M arx ian  p r o j e c t  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t io n .  

He b e g in s  i n  Humanism and T e r ro r  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 4 0 ' s  to  p o i n t  

th e  way to w a rd  a t h e o r e t i c a l  s ta n c e  v i s - a - v i s  Communist p o l i ­

t i c s  and th e  USSR w hich  c a l l s  f o r  comm itm ent w i th o u t  a d h e s io n .

T h is  " a te n t is m e  m a rx is te "  i s  b a s e d  on th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  one i s
109e i t h e r  f o r  communism o r  a g a in s t  i t .  T h e re  i s  a r i s k  i n

t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  b e l i e v e d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  v io le n c e  

and " t e r r o r "  i n h e r e n t  i n  th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p o l i t i c s  o f  th e

10 8I b i d . , p . 92 .

109I b i d . , p . 184.
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move beyond th e  s i t u a t i o n  c r e a t e d  by th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  th e  

Moscow t r i a l s  to w ard  a  new man and a  new s o c ie t y .

L a t e r ,  w i th  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  The A d v e n tu re s  o f  th e  

D i a l e c t i c  (1 9 5 5 ), he  a l t e r e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  to  t h a t  o f  "a-com - 

m unism e," to  be  a  M a rx is t  from  " w ith in "  when one can  and a 

M a rx is t  from  " w ith o u t"  when one m u st. The s i t u a t i o n  h ad  

ch an g ed  as e x p e r ie n c e d  by M e rle au -P o n ty  w i th  th e  Communist 

r o l e  i n  th e  K orean W ar, th e  d e c l in e  o f  th e  C old W ar, and th e  

d e c l in e  e v e ry w h ere  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  p o l i t i c s ,  p r o l e t a r i a n  a c t i o n ,  

and p r o l e t a r i a n  id e o lo g y .  I n  co n tem p o ra ry  h i s t o r y ,  th e  p r o l e ­

t a r i a n  movement i s  " h id d e n ,"  and th e  M a rx is t  p r o j e c t  o f  r e u n i ­

t i n g  th e o r y  and p r a c t i c e  th ro u g h  th e  u n i v e r s a l  v e h ic l e  o f  th e  

p r o l e t a r i a t  i s  " in d e m o n s tr a b le .m111 C o n s e q u e n tly , M e rle au -  

P o n ty  r e t r e a t e d  to  "a  ru m in a tio n  c o n t in u e l l e "  and tu rn e d  b ack  

to  su ch  w r i t e r s  as  Max Weber and M a c h ia v e ll i  f o r  an u n d e rs ta n d ­

in g  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  c r i s i s  in  p o l i t i c s  and  i d e a s .  He r e t r e a t e d ,  

i n  s h o r t ,  from  p o l i t i c s ,  th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  th e  Communist move­

m en t, and em ployed h i s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  d i a l e c t i c a l  

a m b ig u ity  to  s u p p o r t  h i s  "a-com m unism e."

T hus, M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s e a r l y  p o s i t i o n  e n a b le d  him  to  i n ­

t e r p r e t  th e  Moscow t r i a l s  as a n e c e s s a r y  p a r t  o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y
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j u s t i c e ,  n o t  b e c a u se  th e y  r e p r e s e n te d  t r u e  j u s t i c e  b u t  b e ­

c a u se  such  v io le n c e  o r  t e r r o r  c a r r i e s  a  f a c e  to w ard  th e  f u ­

t u r e  and  m ust be  ju d g ed  by th e  r e v o lu t io n  (by h i s t o r y ,  th e  

f u t u r e ) . "The Moscow t r i a l s  a re  i n  th e  form  and s t y l e  t h a t  

b e lo n g  to  th e  R e v o lu tio n . F or th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  ju d g e s  w h a t

e x i s t s  i n  th e  name o f  w hat does n o t  y e t  e x i s t ,  b u t  w hich he 
112r e g a rd s  a s  m ore r e a l . "  As o p posed  to  b o u rg e o is  ( l i b e r a l )  

j u s t i c e  w hich  a d o p ts  th e  p a s t  as i t s  p r e c e d e n t ,  r e v o lu t io n a r y  

j u s t i c e ,  as  M erle au -P o n ty  saw i t ,  a d o p ts  th e  f u tu r e ,  w hich  i s  

to  b e  d e te rm in e d  by p r a x i s . 113 The Moscow T r i a l s  a re  t h e r e ­

f o r e  to  b e  u n d e rs to o d  as a p h ase  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g le  

and an e x p re s s io n  o f  th e  v io le n c e  ( r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r o g r e s s iv e  

v io le n c e )  i n  h i s t o r y . 11^ T h a t v io le n c e  i s  n e c e s s a r y  in  h i s ­

to r y  i s  f o r  M erle au -P o n ty  a f a c t  w hich  c a n n o t b e  d e n ie d  as  i t  

te n d s  to  be  by th e  id e o lo g ie s  o f  l i b e r a l i s m .  And th e  r i s k  one 

ta k e s  i n  c o m m ittin g  o n e s e l f  to  a  c o u rs e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  

alw ays e n t a i l s  a d e g re e  o f  v io le n c e ,  c o n f r o n ta t i o n  and th e  

p la y  o f  pow er. The o n ly  d i f f e r e n c e  can  b e  th e  m eaning  o f  h i s ­

t o r i c a l  p r a x i s ,  i t s  v io le n c e  and th e  view  o f  th e  f u tu r e :  The 

Communist q u e s t i o n  t h a t  M e rle au -P o n ty  a sk ed  i n  Humanism and 

T e r ro r  i s  w h e th e r  an h i s t o r i c a l  p o l i t i c s  b a s e d  on M arxism  can ,

] 12 HT, p p . 27 -2 8 .

113I b i d . , p .  28.
114x,I b i d . ,  p . 31.
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th ro u g h  r e v o lu t io n a r y  v i o le n c e ,  move s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and 

w o rld  h i s t o r y  to w a rd  a new hum anism . H is a n sw e r, a s  we have  

n o te d  ab o v e , i s  h o p e fu l  b u t  n o t  d e f i n i t e .  He co n c lu d e d  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  no one d e s t i n e d  to  w in , ch o o se  a t  y o u r  own r i s k ,  b e ­

c a u se  o f  th e  i n e x t r i c a b l e  s i t u a t i o n  to d ay  i n  w hich " i t  i s  

im p o s s ib le  to  be an a n ti-C o m m u n ist and i t  i s  n o t  p o s s ib l e  to  

b e  a  C om m unist."115 How ever, he  d id  w r i te  e m p h a t ic a l ly  

a g a in s t  l i b e r a l i s m  and to o k  s id e s  w i th  th e  M a rx is t  p r o j e c t  

( " a t te n t is m e  m a r x i s t e " ) .  M eanw hile , he o f f e r e d  th e  p e r t i n e n t  

re m in d e r  t h a t  M arxism  m ust d i s c o v e r  a v io le n c e  w hich  rec e d e s  

w i th  th e  a p p ro ach  o f  m an 's  f u t u r e 115 b e c a u se  " th e  M a rx is t  

t r a n s i t i o n  from  fo rm a l l i b e r t y  to  a c tu a l  l i b e r t y  h a s  n o t  o c ­

c u r r e d  and in  th e  im m ed ia te  f u tu r e  h a s  no su ch  c h a n c e ." 11^

F o r  M e rle au -P o n ty  t h e r e  a re  b a s i c a l l y  two k in d s  o f  v io ­

l e n c e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  v io le n c e  w hich  advo­

c a te s  n o n v io le n c e ,  co m p lacen cy , la w -a n d - o r d e r ,  and id e o lo g y ,  

and th u s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e s  i n  p r a c t i c e  w h at i s  h id d e n  from  

s o c i a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  T h is  i s  th e  v io le n c e  o f  "a  d e c a d e n t 

l i b e r a l i s m  and r a t i o n a l i s m . " 115 Second , t h e r e  i s  v io le n c e  

w hich  a d v o c a te s  r e v o l u t io n ,  s o c i a l  u p h e a v a l ,  t e r r o r  i n  th e  name 

o f  a  s o c i a l  m ovement— th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e —w hich

115I b i d . , p . x x i .
116Tv •I b i d . , p .  x v m .
117t , . ,I b i d . , p .  x x m .

118I b i d . , p .  34.
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119lo o k s  fo rw a rd  t o  th e  h o r iz o n  o f  th e  f u t u r e . "  T h is  i s  

th e  " r e v o lu t io n a r y  h y p o th e s i s " — to  e s t a b l i s h  i n  th e  name o f  

th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  as u n i v e r s a l  c l a s s  a  form  o f  v io le n c e  w hich 

" r e c e d e s  w i th  th e  a p p ro ach  o f  m an 's  f u t u r e . " 120 M e rle au -  

P o n ty  u n d e rs ta n d s  t h i s  to  be th e  m eaning  o f  " r e v o lu t io n a r y  

v i o l e n c e : "

T h is  i s  w h at Marx b e l i e v e d  he  fo u n d  in  p r o l e ­
t a r i a n  v io le n c e ,  nam ely , th e  pow er o f  t h a t  c la s s  
o f  men who, b e c a u s e  th ey  a re  e x p r o p r i a t e d  in  
p r e s e n t  s o c i e t y  from  t h e i r  c o u n try ,  t h e i r  l a ­
b o r ,  and  t h e i r  v e ry  l i f e ,  a re  c a p a b le  o f  r e c o g ­
n i z in g  one a n o th e r  a s id e  from  a l l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  
and th u s  o f  fo u n d in g  h u m an ity . C unn ing , de­
c e p t io n ,  b lo o d sh e d , and d i c t a t o r s h i p  a r e  j u s t i ­
f i e d  i f  th e y  b r in g  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  i n to  pow er 
and  to  t h a t  e x t e n t  a l o n e .121

F u r th e rm o re , M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s d i s c u s s io n  o f  v io le n c e  in  p o l i ­

t i c s  i s  b a s e d  on th e  a s su m p tio n  t h a t  a l l  p o l i t i c s  in c lu d e s  

v io le n c e  r e g a r d l e s s . T h is  i s  a lw ays c o m p re h e n s ib le  from  th e  

s id e  o f  th e  o b j e c t iv e  s o c i a l  w o rld  su ch  as in  th e  r e l a t i o n s  

o f  p r o d u c t io n ,  b u t  n e v e r  f u l l y  c o m p re h e n s ib le  from  th e  s id e  

o f  human s u b j e c t i v i t y  s in c e  v io le n c e  in  any fo rm  i s  a lw ays an 

a f f r o n t  to  human c o n s c ie n c e ,  " th e  n e g a t io n  o f  c o n s c ie n c e ."  

Thus a m b ig u ity  e n t e r s  i n to  any d i s c u s s io n  o f  v i o le n c e .  Mer­

le a u -P o n ty  a d d s:

We do n o t  h ave  a  c h o ic e  be tw een  p u r i t y  and 
v io le n c e  b u t  be tw een  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  v io ­

119 I b i d . , p . x v i i i .

120I b i d . , pp . x v i i i - x i x .

I b i d . , p . 108 .
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l e n c e .  Inasm uch a s  we a re  i n c a r n a te  b e in g s ,  
v io le n c e  i s  o u r  l o t .  T here  i s  no p e r s u a s io n  
even  w i th o u t  s e d u c t io n ,  o r  i n  th e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  
co n te m p t. V io le n c e  i s  th e  common o r i g i n  o f  a l l  
re g im e s . L i f e ,  d i s c u s s io n ,  and p o l i t i c a l  c h o ic e  
o c c u r  o n ly  a g a in s t  a  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  v io le n c e .
W hat m a t te r s  and  w h at we have  to  d i s c u s s  i s  n o t  
v io le n c e  b u t  i t s  s e n se  o r  i t s  f u tu r e .  I t  i s  a 
law  o f  human a c t io n  t h a t  th e  p r e s e n t  e n c ro a c h e s  
upon th e  f u tu r e ,  th e  s e l f  upon o th e r  p e o p le . ^22

The o n ly  c o n c lu s io n  to  b e  draw n from  t h i s  d i s c u s s io n  

o f  th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  v io le n c e  to  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  

th e  d e n ia l  o f  v io le n c e ,  th e  co n d em n atio n  o f  v io le n c e ,  t h e  

r e j e c t i o n  o f  v io le n c e  as a means o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  o r  p o l i ­

t i c a l  l i f e  g e n e r a l ly  w hich  i s  m ore g u i l t y  o f  d e n y in g  th e  do­

m ain o f  e x is t e n c e  and th e  r e a l i t y  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c ie t y  as we 

know i t .  In  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s w o rd s , "He who condemns a l l  v io ­

le n c e  p u ts  h im s e lf  o u t s id e  th e  dom ain to  w hich j u s t i c e  and 
123i n j u s t i c e  b e lo n g ."

These r e f l e c t i o n s  l e d  M e rle au -P o n ty  to  th e  p o s i t i o n  

t h a t  Communism was th e  o n ly  movement o f  th e  tw e n t i e th  c e n tu ry  

w hich  h as  r a i s e d  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  t r a n s fo r m in g  s o c i a l  r e l a ­

t io n s  and a tte m p te d  to  c r e a t e  a  t r u l y  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r a x i s , 12^

w h ile  l i b e r a l i s m  e x c lu d e s  th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  h y p o th e s i s  a l t o -
125g e th e r .  In  h i s  e a r l y  w r i t i n g s ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  ta k e s  s id e s

1 22 I b i d . , p .  109.

123I b i d . , p . 110 .

^ 2^I b i d . , p .  xv .
125 .I b i d . , p .  x v i i .
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w ith  th e  r e v o l u t io n  b e c a u se  he saw t h a t

W ith in  th e  USSR v io le n c e  and d e c e p t io n  have 
o f f i c i a l  s t a t u s  w h ile  h u m an ity  i s  t o  be  found  i n  
d a i l y  l i f e .  On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  i n  d e m o c ra c ie s  th e  
p r in c i p l e s  a r e  humane b u t  d e c e p t io n  and v io le n c e  
r u l e  d a i l y  l i f e . 126

In  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  USSR and th e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  cam ps, M e rle au -

P o n ty  s a id  t h a t

W h atev er th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  S o v ie t  s o c ie ty  
may b e , th e  USSR i s  on th e  w hole  s i t u a t e d ,  i n  t h e  
b a la n c e  o f  p o w ers , on th e  s id e  o f  th o s e  who a re  
s t r u g g l in g  a g a in s t  th e  form s o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  
known to  u s . . .F r o m  w hich  we do n o t  draw  th e  con­
c lu s io n  t h a t  in d u lg e n c e  m ust be  shown to w a rd  com­
m unism, b u t  t h a t  one can  i n  no c a se  make a  p a c t  
w i th  o n e 's  a d v e r s a r i e s . 12?

He sum m arized  h i s  e a r l y  p o s i t i o n  when h e  w ro te ,  "A reg im e

w hich  i s  n o m in a lly  l i b e r a l  can be  o p p r e s s iv e  i n  r e a l i t y .  A

reg im e w hich  acknow ledges i t s  v io le n c e  m ig h t h av e  in  i t  more

g e n u in e  h u m a n ity . " 1 2 ^

How ever, by th e  l a t e  1950 ' s  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  ap­

p e a re d  t o  t a k e  a r a d i c a l  t u r n  away from  th e  l e f t .  F or i n ­

s ta n c e ,  he w ro te  i n  1955, in  s h a rp  o p p o s i t io n  to  Communist 

p o l i t i c s ,  t h a t

I I  n 'y  a p a s  de d i a l e c t i q u e  sa n s  o p p o s i t io n  e t  
s a n s  l i b e r t e ,  e t  i l  n 'y  a p a s  lo n g tem p s d*oppo­
s i t i o n  e t  de l i b e r t e  dans une r e v o l u t i o n . . . .L es  
r e v o l u t io n s  s o n t  v r a i e s  comme mouvem ents e t  
f a u s s e s  commes r e g im e s .129

126I b i d . , p .  180
127S ig n s , p .  268.
128HT, p . xv .1?9----

AD, p . 279 .

R ep ro d u c ed  with p e rm ission  o f  th e  copyright ow ner. Further rep roduction prohibited w ithout p erm ission .



www.manaraa.com

134
What t h i s  change r e p r e s e n ts  i n  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s th o u g h t  i s  

n o t  a  r e j e c t i o n  o f  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  any r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r a x i s ,  

b u t  r a t h e r  a r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t ,  b a s e d  on th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  

S o v ie t  p o l i t i c s  and th e  Communist p a r ty  in  h i s  own c o u n try ,  

th e  r e v o lu t io n  had  n o t  as y e t  b een  r e a l i z e d  n o r  was p r o l e ­

t a r i a n  power p o s s ib l e  i n  th e  im m edia te  f u tu r e .  He now v iew ed  

th e  Moscow t r i a l s  from  a d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t iv e :  "Les p ro c e s  

de Moscow, c ' e t a i t  l a  r e v o l u t io n  q u i  ne v e u t  p lu s  e t r e  r e v o ­

l u t i o n ,  ou in v e r s e m e n t— nous l a i s s i o n s  l a  q u e s t io n  o u v e r t e —
,  . ,  ,  130

un reg im e  e t a b l i  q u i  mime l a  r e v o l u t io n . "  M e rle au -P o n ty

h ad  now come to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  w o rld  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  

h a d  ch an g ed , c o n firm in g  h i s  r a t h e r  th a n  S a r t r e 's  changed p e r ­

s p e c t iv e :

Y et i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a r e v o lu t io n a r y  p o l i ­
t i c s  c a n n o t b e  m a in ta in e d  w i th o u t  i t s  p i v o t ,  
t h a t  i s ,  p r o l e t a r i a n  pow er. I f  t h e r e  i s  no 
" u n iv e r s a l  c la s s "  and e x e r c i s e  o f  pow er by t h a t  
c l a s s ,  th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  s p i r i t  becom es p u re  
m o ra l i ty  o r  m o ra l r a d i c a l i s m  a g a in .  R ev o lu ­
t io n a r y  p o l i t i c s  was a d o in g , a  r e a l i s m ,  th e  
b i r t h  o f  a f o r c e .  The non-Com m unist L e f t  o f te n  
r e t a i n s  o n ly  i t s  n e g a t io n s .  T h is phenomenon i s  
a c h a p te r  i n  th e  g r e a t  d e c l in e  o f  th e  r e v o lu ­
t io n a r y  i d e a . . . .B e c au se  i t s  p r i n c i p l e  h y p o th e s i s ,  
t h a t  o f  a r e v o lu t io n a r y  c l a s s ,  i s  n o t  c o n firm e d  
by th e  a c tu a l  c o u rs e  o f  e v e n t s . 131

However, M e rle au -P o n ty  h a s  n o t  w av ered  fu n d a m e n ta l ly ;  

he h a s  a s s e r t e d  th e  b a s i c  a m b ig u ity  i n  e x i s t e n c e ,  h e n c e , th e

130I b i d . , p . 98 .
1 31 S ig n s , 329.
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b a s ic  a m b ig u ity  i n  a l l  p o l i t i c s  and  a l l  know ledge i n s o f a r  as 

p o l i t i c s  and  know ledge a re  h i s t o r i c a l l y  c e n te r e d  w ith  t h e i r  

p a th  e s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  man i n  th e  w o rld  ( e t r e -  

a u -m o n d e). T h is  i s  th e  m ajo r c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  M erle au -P o n ty  

t o  o u r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  o u r  tim e s  and th e  m eaning o f  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  i n  h i s t o r y .  T h ro u g h o u t th e  f u l l  e x te n t  o f  h i s  

w r i t i n g s  and  th e  v a r io u s  t a c t i c a l  c h an g es  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p o s i ­

t i o n ,  M e rle a u -P o n ty  h o ld s  to  th e  b a s ic  n o t io n  t h a t

The human w o rld  i s  an open  o r  u n f in i s h e d  sy stem  
and th e  same r a d i c a l  c o n tin g e n c y  w hich  th r e a te n s  
i t  w ith  d i s c o r d  a ls o  r e s c u e s  i t  from  th e  i n e v i ­
t a b i l i t y  o f  d i s o r d e r  and p r e v e n ts  us from  d e ­
s p a i r i n g  o f  i t , p ro v id in g  o n ly  t h a t  one rem embers 
i t s  v a r io u s  m a c h in e r ie s  a re  a c tu a l ly  men and 
t r i e s  t o  m a in ta in  and expand  m a n 's  r e l a t i o n s  to  
m an .132

When M e rle au -P o n ty  sa y s  t h a t  M arxism  " i s  a r a d i c a l  

s o lu t io n  to  th e  p ro b lem  o f  human c o e x is te n c e  beyond th e  o p ­

p r e s s io n  o f  a b s o lu t e  s u b j e c t i v i t y  and a b s o lu te  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  

and beyond th e  p s e u d o - s o lu t io n  o f  l i b e r a l i s m , " 133 he i s  p l a c ­

in g  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r a x i s  i n  th e  c e n te r  o f  h i s ­

to r y .  When M e rle au -P o n ty  w r i te s  t h a t  "M arxism  se ek s  t o  d e s tr o y  

th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  s u b je c t iv e  o r  o b j e c t iv e  p o l i t i c s  by su b ­

m i t t i n g  h i s t o r y . . . t o  th e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f  a c e r t a i n  c o n d it io n  con­

s id e r e d  human by a l l  m en, nam ely , th e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  th e  p r o l e -  
134t a r i a t , "  h e  i s  g iv in g  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l

132x HT, p . 188 .
1 33I b i d . , p . 103.

134I b i d . , p . 111.
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d i a l e c t i c s  i n  w hich  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  as th e  " u n iv e r s a l  c la s s "  

in  M a rx is t  th e o ry  i s  th e  "m otor o f  th e  d i a l e c t i c , "  th e  e s s e n -

3. The C r i t i q u e  o f  P o l i t i c s  and th e  R ole  o f

In  19 58 M e rle au -P o n ty  was in te r v ie w e d  by L 1E x p re ss

and  was a sk ed : "As a  p h i lo s o p h e r  and p o l i t i c a l  t h in k e r ,  do you 

have  an o p in io n  a b o u t  th e  w ar i n  A lg e r i a ,  and can  you t e l l  us

I  have  an o p in io n  and I  do n o t  h id e  i t .  B ut 
i t  i s  p e rh a p s  no lo n g e r  a s o lu t io n ,  even  i f  i t  
was one two y e a rs  and a h a l f  ag o . N o th in g  p ro v es  
t h a t  a g iv e n  p ro b lem  i s  s o lu b le  a t  any tim e  w h a t­
s o e v e r ,  and  i t  w ould  be  e x c e s s iv e  to  re p ro a c h  us 
f o r  n o t  h a v in g  any s o lu t io n  when th e  p ro b lem  i t ­
s e l f  h a s  b een  a llo w e d  to  go to  p o t .  I  s e e  o n ly  
p a r t i a l  t r u t h s . . . 137

In  r e g a r d  to  h i s  a s se s s m e n t o f  a n o th e r  e v e n t  i n  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  

and i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  M e rle au -  

P o n ty  s a id  i n  com m enting on th e  way th e  B ig  T h ree— S t a l i n ,  

R o o s e v e lt  and C h u r c h i l l— d e c id e d  th e  e v e n ts  a t  Y a l ta :

I f  e v e ry th in g  c o u n ts  i n  h i s t o r y  we can  no 
lo n g e r  say  as M a rx is ts  do t h a t  i n  th e  l a s t  a n a - 
l y s i s  h i s t o r i c a l  l o g i c  a lw ays f in d s  i t s  w ays, 
t h a t  i t  a lo n e  has  a d e c i s iv e  r o l e ,  and t h a t  i t  
i s  th e  t r u t h  o f  h i s t o r y .  The B o ls h e v ik s  p r a c t i c ­
a l l y  a d m it te d  t h a t  o p p o r tu n i ty  o n ly  k n o ck s o n c e . 
T ro ts k y  w r i t e s :  " L a te ly  a g a in  one c o u ld  h e a r  th e

135p r a i s e , p .  51.

t i a l  p iv o t  o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r a x i s . 135

M i l i t a n t  P h ilo s o p h y

w hat i t  i s ? " 136 H is r e p ly  w a s :

328.
137.I b id .
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o p in io n  e x p re s s e d  t h a t  i f  we had  n o t  s e iz e d  pow er 
i n  O c to b e r ,  we w ould h a v e  ta k e n  p o s s e s s io n  o f  i t  
two o r  t h r e e  m onths l a t e r .  A g ro s s  e r r o r I  I f  
we h ad  n o t  s e iz e d  pow er i n  O c to b e r ,  we n e v e r  
w ou ld  h av e  s e iz e d  i t . "  (L e n in , p p .7 7 -8 ) Good.
B ut th e n  we m ust n o t  s a y  t h a t  th e  r e v o l u t io n  i s  
" in e l u c t a b l e . "  We m ust ch o o se  b e tw een  th e  re v o ­
l u t i o n  as a c t i o n  and as  t r u t h .  The t r u e  M a rx is t  
dram a i s  t h e r e ,  r a t h e r  th a n  be tw een  " s u p e r s t r u c ­
t u r e s "  and " i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s , "  o r  b e tw een  men and 
t h i n g s .138

T hese r e f l e c t i o n s  sh e d  a d d i t i o n a l  l i g h t  on th e  l a t e s t  

p o l i t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty , e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  r e l u c ­

ta n c e  to  th ro w  a l l  o f  h i s  (o r  o u r)  d ic e  o n to  th e  r o u l e t t e  

t a b l e  o f  h i s t o r y .  B u t,  fu r th e rm o re ,  w hat we a re  w i tn e s s in g  

in  th e s e  r e f l e c t i o n s  i s  th e  m ind o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  who b e ­

l i e v e s  i n  com m itm ent c h o o s in g  n o t  com m itm ent b u t  ru m in a tio n ,  

r e f l e c t i o n ,  c r i t i c i s m  and s e l f - c r i t i c i s m .  M e rle au -P o n ty  r e ­

m inds us o f  th e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  a l l  c o u rs e s  o f  a c t i o n ,  b u t  

e m p h a t ic a l ly  w arns us a g a in s t  any comm itm ent o r  c o u rs e  o f  

a c t i o n  w hich  a t t e m p ts  t o  t o t a l i z e  a c t i o n ,  f i n a l i z e  h i s t o r y ,  

and e s t a b l i s h  t r u t h - - p r a c t i c a l  t r u t h  i n  a c t i o n ,  o r  m o ra l o r  

t h e o r e t i c a l  t r u t h  i n  th e  i d e a .  F o r M e rle au -P o n ty  com prom ise 

i s  n o t  a n a s ty  w ord to  be  a v o id e d  by th e  l e f t ,  by men o f  a c ­

t i o n  o r  co m m itted  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ;  com prom ise i s ,  r a t h e r ,  th e  

c o n d i t io n  o f  e x i s t e n c e  w hich  i s  a lw ay s bounded by th e  i r r a ­

t i o n a l ,  bounded by c o n tin g e n c y .  M e rle a u -P o n ty  sp e ak s  o f  t h i s
139a t t i t u d e  as  " l a  ru m in a tio n  c o n t i n u e l l e . "

138I b i d . , p . 276.
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. . . I I  y a u r a i t  f a u s s e  r ig u e u r  a  a t t e n d r e  des 
p r in c i p e s  p a r f a i t e m e n t  e la b o r e s  p o u r  p a r l e r  
p h i lo s o p h iq u e m e n t p o l i t i q u e .  A l 'e p r e u v e  d es  
e v e n em e n ts , no u s f a i s o n s  c o n n a is s a n c e  av ec  ce  
q u i  e s t  p o u r  nous i n a c c e p ta b l e ,  e t  c ' e s t  c e t t e  
e x p e r ie n c e  i n t e r p r e t e e  q u i  d e v ia n t  th e s e  e t  
p h i lo s o p h ie .140

I t  i s  th ro u g h  h i s  com m entary on Max W eber, M a c h ia v e ll i  

and G eorg L u k a c s , t h a t  M e rle au -P o n ty  e la b o r a t e s  on " l a  ru m in a ­

t i o n  c o n t i n u e l l e "  and s e t s  th e  o u t l i n e  f o r  w h at m ig h t be c a l l e d

in  M e r le a u -P o n ty ' s lan g u a g e  a m i l i t a n t  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  p o l i t i c s
141w i th o u t  i l l u s t i o n s ,  o r  an e x i s t e n t i a l  p o l i t i c s .

M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s a c c o u n t o f  M a c h ia v e ll i  le n d s  s u p p o r t

to  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e .  M a c h ia v e ll i  i s  n e i t h e r  t o t a l l y  f o r

p o l i t i c s  and  v io le n c e  n o r  t o t a l l y  f o r  v i r t u e  and  m o r a l i t y  in
142s o c i a l  l i f e .  " C o l le c t iv e  l i f e  i s  h e l l , "  and  man i s  con­

demned to  h i s t o r y .  B u t w hat i s  p r e s e n t  in  M a c h ia v e ll i  i s  a 

c r i t i c a l  aw a re n ess  o f  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  pow er, on th e  one h a n d , 

and  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  freed o m , on th e  o t h e r .  What M achia­

v e l l i  d e s c r ib e s  i s  how one u se s  as much pow er as i s  n e c e s s a r y  

i n  h i s t o r y  in  o r d e r  to  a t t a i n  w h a te v e r  freedom  i s  p o s s ib l e .

F o r M a c h ia v e l l i ,  th e r e  i s  b o th  v i r t u e  o r  p r i n c i p l e s  in  h i s t o r y  

a s  w e l l  a s  chance  o r  c o n tin g e n c y .  In  th e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  he  

comes up on th e  s id e  o f  v i r t u e 143 b u t  i s  s a n g u in e  i n  h i s  a d v ic e  

t o  t h e  p r in c e  on th e  u se  o f  v i c e ,  t e r r o r ,  and f o rc e  in  s u c c e e d ­

14 0 ,. . ,I b id .
141 SN, p p . 64 , 134.
1 42S ig n s , p . 211.

143I b i d . , p . 217.
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in g  t o  pow er. Thus any r e a l  a t t e m p t  to  e s t a b l i s h  a  humanism

in  h i s t o r y ,  o r  a  t r u e  human com m unity, m u st p a s s  th ro u g h  th e

p r o b le m a t ic  o f  pow er. What i s  n e e d ed , as  Marx knew w e l l ,  i s

a  f i l  c o n d u c te u r : "a  g u id e l in e  a llo w in g  him  to  r e c o g n iz e

among t h e  d i f f e r e n t  pow ers t h e  one from  w hich  so m eth in g  good

c o u ld  be  hoped  f o r ,  and to  e le v a t e  v i r t u e  above o p p o rtu n ism  
144m  a d e c i s i v e  w ay ."  M e rle au -P o n ty  b e l i e v e s  M a c h ia v e ll i

la c k e d  t h i s  a s p e c t  in  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t added  l a t e r  by

Marx and  th e  M a rx is ts .  B u t M a c h ia v e ll i  d o es  rem in d  us o f  th e

i r r a t i o n a l  o r  c o n t in g e n t  in  th e  w o rld  (Chance) a s  w e ll  as th e

v e r i t i e s  o f  p r i n c i p a l  a c t i o n s  ( v i r t u e ) .

Chance ta k e s  sh ap e  o n ly  when we g iv e  up u n d e r­
s ta n d in g  and w i l l i n g .  F o r tu n e  " e x e r c i s e s  h e r  
pow er when no b a r r i e r s  a re  e r e c t e d  a g a in s t  h e r ;  
sh e  b r in g s  h e r  e f f o r t s  to  b e a r  upon th e  i l l - d e ­
fen d e d  p o i n t s . "  (The P r in c e ,  C h a p te r  25) I f  
t h e r e  seems to  be  an i n f l e x i b l e  c o u rs e  o f  e v e n ts ,  
i t  i s  o n ly  i n  p a s t  e v e n ts .  I f  f o r tu n e  seems now
f a v o r a b le ,  now u n f a v o r a b le ,  i t  i s  b e c a u se  man
som etim es u n d e rs ta n d s  and som etim es m isu n d e rs ta n d s  
h i s  ag e ; and a c c o rd in g  to  th e  c a s e ,  h i s  s u c c e s s  o r  
r u in  i s  c r e a t e d  by th e  same q u a l i t i e s — b u t  n o t  by 
c h a n c e .145

F i n a l l y ,  M a c h ia v e ll i  h e lp s  us se e  t h a t  th e  t a s k  o f  a

r e a l  hum anism  i s  to  c r e a t e  th e  pow er o f  th e  p o w e r le s s ,  o r  a t

l e a s t  one t h a t  w ould n o t  be u n j u s t .  B u t M a c h ia v e ll i  saw c o r ­

r e c t l y ,  and  Marx as  w e l l ,  t h a t  " v a lu e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  b u t  n o t

144I b i d . , p . 222.

145 I b i d . , p . 218.
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s u f f i c i e n t . " ’*'4® "E veryone i s  f i g h t in g  in  th e  name o f  th e

same v a lu e s - - f r e e d o m  and j u s t i c e .  What d i s t i n g u i s h e s  them 

i s  th e  k in d  o f  men f o r  whom l i b e r t y  o r  j u s t i c e  i s  dem anded, 

and w i th  whom s o c ie t y  i s  to  be  made— s la v e s  o r  m a s t e r s . . .  

th o s e  who l i v e  th ro u g h  h i s t o r y  and th o s e  who make i t . " ’*’47 

What we l e a r n  from  M a c h ia v e l l i ,  i n  s h o r t ,  i s  t h a t  any t r y  

f o r  a  t r u l y  human community p a s s e s  th ro u g h  th e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  

men t o  men w hich i s  alw ays f r a u g h t  w ith  s t r u g g l e  and  th e  p la y  

o f  p o w er, n o t  j u s t  i d e a s ,  p r i n c i p l e s ,  o r  p h i lo s o p h y .

I f  by humanism we mean a p h ilo s o p h y  o f  th e  
i n n e r  man w hich f in d s  no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  p r i n c i p l e  
i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w ith  o t h e r s ,  no o p a c i ty  
w h a tso e v e r  i n  th e  f u n c t io n in g  o f  s o c i e t y ,  and 
w hich  r e p l a c e s  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t i v a t i o n  by m o ra l 
e x h o r t a t i o n ,  M a c h ia v e ll i  i s  n o t  a h u m a n is t.
B ut i f  by humanism we mean a  p h i lo s o p h y  w hich  
c o n f r o n ts  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  man to  man and 
th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a common s i t u a t i o n ,  and 
a  common h i s t o r y  b e tw een  men a s  a p ro b le m , th e n  
we have to  say  t h a t  M a c h ia v e ll i  f o rm u la te d  some 
o f  th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  any s e r io u s  hum anism . And 
in  t h i s  p e r s p e c t iv e  th e  r e p u d ia t i o n  o f  M ach ia­
v e l l i  w hich i s  so  common to d a y  t a k e s  on a d i s ­
t u r b in g  s ig n i f i c a n c e :  i t  i s  th e  d e c is io n  n o t  to  
know th e  t a s k s  o f  a t r u e  hum anism . T h ere  i s  a 
way o f  r e p u d ia t i n g  M a c h ia v e ll i  w hich  i s  M achia­
v e l l i a n ;  i t  i s  th e  p io u s  dodge o f  th o s e  who tu rn  
t h e i r  ey es  and o u rs  to w a rd  th e  h e a v en  o f  p r i n ­
c ip l e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  t u rn  them  away from  w h at th ey  
a re  d o in g . And th e r e  i s  a way o f  p r a i s in g  M achia­
v e l l i  w hich i s  j u s t  th e  o p p o s i te  o f  M a c h ia v e ll ia n is m , 
s in c e  i t  h o n o rs  i n  h i s  w orks a c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  
p o l i t i c a l  c l a r i t y . 148

146I b i d . , p .  221.
147I b id .
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In  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s v iew , t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  M arx ian  as  w e ll  

as  M a c h ia v e ll ia n :  As a  c r i t i q u e  o f  p o l i t i c s  i t  i s  s a n g u in e

s h o u t  th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  pow er and th e  p r o p e n s i t i e s  o f  men t o ­

w ard  j u s t i c e  and  e q u a l i t y ,  w h ile  m a in ta in in g  a r e s o l u t e  m i l i ­

ta n c y  in  r e g a r d  to  th o s e  human e f f o r t s  to  c r e a t e  a new 

h u m an ity  and a new f u t u r e . 149

In  h i s  l a t e r  w r i t i n g s ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  t u r n s  to  W eb er 's  

s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  and Georg L u k a c s 1 h u m a n is t  M arxism  in  o r d e r  to  

r e - e s t a b l i s h  a  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  h i s t o r y  and p o l i t i c s  w hich  s e e k s  

a n o n -d o g m a tic  m id d le  c o u rs e  b e tw een  s e c t a r i a n  p o l i t i c s  and 

any a b s o lu t e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  u n d e rs ta n d in g .  Mer­

le a u -P o n ty  t u r n s  to  W eber n o t  to  s u p p o r t  l i b e r a l  p o l i t i c s  

a g a in s t  com m unist p o l i t i c s .  As we h av e  s e e n ,  he r e j e c t s  th e s e  

two a s  th e  o n ly  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  a s s e s s in g  th e  c u r r e n t  s i t u ­

a t i o n .  R a th e r ,  w hat i n t e r e s t s  M e rle au -P o n ty  i s  th e  e x te n t  to  

w hich  W eber as  a l i b e r a l  rem a in s  " f a i t h f u l  to  th e  s p i r i t  o f  

s e a r c h  and  o f  k n o w le d g e .. .w h ich  i s  a b le  to  ju x ta p o s e  th e  o r d e r  

o f  t r u t h  and t h a t  o f  v i o le n c e ,"  t h a t  i s ,  th e  s p i r i t  o f  o p en n ess  

w hich  r e s p o n d s  e q u a l ly  to  th e  r i g h t n e s s  a s  w e l l  as t h e  w rong­

n e s s  i n  th e  w o r ld  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  and  to  th e o r y  as  w e l l  as 

p o l i t i c s . 1 "’9 M e rle au -P o n ty  t u r n s  to  L u k a c s ' "W estern  M arxism"

^"^S ee  P r im a c y , p . 193.
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in. o r d e r  t o  an sw er t h e  q u e s t io n :  How can  r e l a t i v i s m  be o v e r ­

come? O r, i n  o t h e r  w o rd s , how can th e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  r e l a ­

t i o n s h ip  b e tw een  man and h i s  w o r ld ,  b e tw een  s u b je c t  and o b ­

j e c t ,  be  a f f i rm e d  in  h i s t o r y ?  What c o n c e rn s  M e rle au -P o n ty  

i s  t h e  e x t e n t  to  w hich  L u k a c s ' p h i lo s o p h ic  r a d i c a l i s m  makes 

s e n se  n o t  o n ly  f o r  o b j e c t iv e  h i s t o r y  b u t  f o r  human r e l a t i o n s  

as  w e l l .  In  b o th  c a s e s ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  em ploys t h e i r  id e a s  to  

e l a b o r a t e  h i s  own p e r s p e c t i v e .

W e b er 's  l i b e r a l i s m ,  a s s e r t s  M e rle a u -P o n ty , " i s  com­

p l e t e l y  new b e c au se  he ad m its  t h a t  t r u t h  a lw ays le a v e s  a m arg in  

o f  d o u b t . H i s t o r y  h a s  v e c to r s ;  t h e r e  i s  no f i n a l  o r  a b ­

s o lu t e  h i s t o r y  n o r  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  h i s t o r y  as M e rle au -P o n ty  h a s  

l e a r n t  from  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  com m unist p ro m ises  ( th e o ry )  and 

com m unist r e a l i t i e s  ( p r a x i s ) .  What i s  e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  p o l i ­

t i c s  o f  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  W eber, i n  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s v iew , i s  

t h a t  i t s  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  a n a ly s i s  p la c e s  e v e ry  h i s ­

t o r i c a l  p r o j e c t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  on th e  same p la n e ,  b e a r in g  

b o th  an o b je c t iv e  and an s u b je c t iv e  m eaning  o r  t r u t h .  E very  

h i s t o r i c a l  p r o j e c t  h a s  an o b j e c t iv e  fo u n d a t io n  in  s o c i a l  r e l a ­

t i o n s ,  i t  s ta n d s  i n  h i s t o r y  and  s e rv e s  to  e lu c i d a t e  t h a t  h i s ­

t o r y .  B u t,  on th e  o t h e r  h an d , e v e ry  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o j e c t  i s  su b ­

j e c t  to  c h an g e , c o r r e c t i o n ,  r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  f a i l u r e ,  i n  s h o r t ,  

c o n tin g e n c y . T h u s, on th e  s id e  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y — th e o r y — th e r e
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i s  a lw ay s t r u t h ,  n o t  n o th in g ;  on th e  s id e  o f  s u b j e c t i v i t y  in  

h i s t o r y ,  o f  men i n  a c t i o n — p r a x i s - - t h e r e  i s  alw ays a freedom  

su ch  t h a t  a c t i o n ,  n o t  i d e a s ,  d e te rm in e s  w h a t w i l l  happen  to  

u s .

H ence, M e rle au -P o n ty  a t te m p ts  to  t u r n  th e  w eak n ess  o f

th e  h i s t o r i a n  and  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  who i s ,  i n  some s e n s e ,  a l -

ways o u t s id e  e v e n ts  lo o k in g  i n ,  i n to  a  s t r e n g th  by c o n f r o n t in g

th e  human and c o n t in g e n t  f a c t o r s  in  h i s t o r y ,  t h a t  i s ,  t a k in g

i n to  c o n s id e r a t i o n  th e  i n s i d e  o f  e v e ry  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t  o r

p r o c e s s .  Even W e b er 's  i d e a l  t y p e s ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  f i n d s ,  a re

n o t  t o  b e  ta k e n  a s  k ey s  t o  h i s t o r y :

They a re  o n ly  p r e c i s e  g u id e p o s t s  f o r  a p p r e c i ­
a t i n g  th e  d iv e rg e n c e  b e tw een  w h a t we t h in k  
and w h at h a s  b e e n , and f o r  b r in g in g  in to  th e  
open  w hat has b een  l e f t  o u t  o f  o u r  i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n .  152

H is to r y ,  i n  o t h e r  w o rd s , i s  u n d e rs to o d  from  th e  o u t s id e  

th ro u g h  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  " o b je c t iv e "  c o n te n t ,  b u t  a l s o  from  

th e  i n s i d e  th ro u g h  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  th e  a c to r s  

th e m s e lv e s :

B ecause  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  o f  know ledge 
i s  n o t  t h e  o n ly  o r d e r ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  n o t  e n c lo s e d  
in  i t s e l f ,  and b e c a u se  i t  c o n ta in s  a t  l e a s t  th e  
g a p in g  chasm  o f  th e  p r e s e n t ,  th e  w ho le  o f  h i s t o r y  
i s  s t i l l  a c t i o n  and a c t io n  a l r e a d y  h i s t o r y .  H is ­
to r y  i s  t h e  same w h e th e r  we c o n te m p la te  i t  as a 
s p e c t a c le  o r  assum e i t  as  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 153

15?I b i d . , p .  194.
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F o llo w in g  W eber, M e rle au -P o n ty  makes a  r e s o l u t e  t r y  

t o  s i t u a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  u n d e rs ta n d in g  b e tw een  th e  e x tre m e s  

o f  o b j e c t iv e  h i s t o r i c a l  k now ledge (Marxism) and  th e  a g n o s t i c  

o r  s u b j e c t i v i s t  h i s t o r y  o f  l i b e r a l i s m  o r  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m :

H i s t o r i c a l  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th u s  does n o t  
i n t r o d u c e  a sy s tem  o f  c a te g o r ie s  a r b i t r a r i l y  
c h o sen ; i t  o n ly  p re s u p p o s e s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  we h ave  a  p a s t  w hich  i s  o u rs  and  t h a t  
we can  r e c a p tu r e  i n  o u r  freedom  th e  work o f  
so  many o t h e r  fre e d o m s . I t  assum es t h a t  we 
can  c l a r i f y  th e  c h o ic e s  o f  o th e r s  th ro u g h  o u r  
own and o u rs  th ro u g h  t h e i r s ,  t h a t  we a d ju s t  
one by th e  o t h e r  and f i n a l l y  a r r i v e  a t  th e
t r u t h . 154

O r, p u t  more s u c c i n c t l y ,  i n  l i g h t  o f  w hat we have c a l l e d  th e  

d i a l e c t i c  o f  " in n e r "  and  " o u te r " :

T h e re  i s  no g r e a t e r  r e s p e c t ,  no m ore p r o ­
fo und  o b j e c t i v i t y  th a n  t h i s  c la im  o f  g o in g  
to  th e  v e ry  s o u rc e  o f  h i s t o r y .  H is to r y  i s  n o t  
an e x t e r n a l  g o d , a  h id d e n  re a s o n  o f  w h ich  we 
n eed  o n ly  r e c o r d  o u r  c o n c lu s io n s .  I t  i s  th e  
m e ta p h y s ic a l  f a c t  t h a t  th e  same l i f e ,  o u r  own, 
i s  p la y e d  o u t  b o th  w i th in  us and o u t s id e  u s , 
i n  o u r  p r e s e n t  and i n  o u r  p a s t ,  and  t h a t  th e  
w o rld  i s  a sy s te m  to  w hich  we have v a r io u s  a c c e s ­
s e s  o r ,  i f  you  p r e f e r ,  v a r io u s  l i k e n e s s e s . 1 5 5

And s in c e  a l l  t r u t h  p a s s e s  th ro u g h  human a c t i o n ,  t h e  c o u rs e

o f  t h in g s  i s  d e te rm in e d  n o t  i n  th o u g h t  b u t  i n  p r a x i s :

I f  h i s t o r y  does n o t  have  a d i r e c t i o n  l i k e  a 
r i v e r  b u t  o n ly  a  m ean in g , n o t  a  t r u t h  b u t  o n ly  
e r r o r s  to  be  a v o id e d ,  i f  p r a c t i c e  i s  n o t  ded u ced  
from  a d o g m atic  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  h i s t o r y ,  i t  i s  n o t  
s u p e r f i c i a l  to  b a s e  a p o l i t i c s  on th e  a n a ly s i s  
o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  m an .156

154I b i d . , p .  204.

155I b i d . ,  a ls o  I b i d . , p .  205.

156I b i d . , p . 210.
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L u k acs , i n  h i s  l a t e r  p h i lo s o p h y ,  c r i t i c i z e s  w hat he

c a l l s  M e r le a u -P o n ty 's  e c l e c t i c i s m  b e c a u s e  i t  rem a in s  a n c h o re d

in  th e  b o u rg e o is  s p l i t  be tw een  o b j e c t iv e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o r  th e

t o t a l  v iew  o f  h i s t o r y  and m o ra l f e e l i n g  o r  a g n o s t i c  h i s t o r y  
157a k in  to  th e  l i b e r a l i s m  o f  W eber. F o r L u k acs , th e  p a rad o x

b e tw een  th e s e  two e x tre m e s  i s  i n d e f e n s ib l e .  B u t M e rle au -P o n ty , 

f o r  h i s  p a r t ,  t a k e s  up th e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  L ukacs and a rg u e s  

w i th  him  t h a t  W eber s to p p e d  s h o r t  i n  r e l a t i v i z i n g  th e  s u b je c t  

and o b j e c t  i n  h i s t o r y  b e c a u se  he  " rem a in s  d o m in a ted  by th e  id e a  

o f  u n c o n d i t io n a l  t r u t h  w i th o u t  p e r s p e c t i v e . 1,158 W hile W eb er 's  

h i s t o r i c i s m  rem a in s  l i b e r a l ,  w i th o u t  a  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p o l i t i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e , L u k a c s1 a p p ro ach  in  h i s  e a r l y  and i n f l u e n t i a l
159H is to r y  and C la s s  C o n sc io u sn e ss  (1923) , i s  m ore r a d i c a l  

w h ile  re m a in in g  h u m a n is t ic ,  and i s  g iv e n  s e r io u s  a t t e n t i o n  by 

M e rle a u -P o n ty .

L u k a c s1 r a d i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  a s s e r t s  M e rle au -P o n ty , i s  

an e f f o r t  t o  f in d  th e  a b s o lu te  i n  th e  r e l a t i v e :  s u b je c t  and 

o b j e c t  a r e  e n v is a g e d  as r e l a t i v i z e d — f ra g m e n ta ry ,  c h a n g e a b le — 

i n  th e  " t o t a l i t y  o f  th e  g iv e n ,"  b u t  th e  t e n s io n s  may be t r a n s ­

fo rm ed , o p p o s i te s  and c o n t r a d ic t io n s  s u rp a s s e d  (d e p a ss e ) th ro u g h  

th e  d i a l e c t i c  in  h i s t o r y  and man, i n  th e  movement to w ard s  a 

new, more humane t o t a l i t y .  I f  f o r  W eber th e  m a te r ia l i s m  o f

157 Georg L u k acs , o p . c i t . , p p . 199 , 203.

158"W estern  M arxism ," o p . c i t . , p .  140 .
159 Georg L u k a c s , H is to ry  and C la s s  C o n sc io u sn ess  

(C am bridge: MIT P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ).
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C a l v in i s t  s o c ie ty  i s  u n d e rs to o d  as an a t t e m p t  to  deduce a l l

c u l t u r e  from  th e  economy, i t  i s  d u e , a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  to  a

f a i l u r e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e . 160 H ere , on th e  c o n t r a r y ,

M e rle au -P o n ty  bo rro w s from  Marx and  Lukacs th e  n o t io n  t h a t

H i s t o r i c a l  m a te r i a l i s m  i s  n o t  th e  r e d u c t io n  
o f  h i s t o r y  t o  one o f  i t s  s e c t o r s :  i t  i s  th e  c la im  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a c lo s e  c o n n e c tio n  b e tw een  th e  
p e rs o n  and h i s  e x t e r n a l  w o r ld , b e tw een  th e  su b ­
j e c t  and th e  o b j e c t  w hich  d e te rm in e s  th e  a l i e n a ­
t i o n  o f  th e  s u b je c t  i n  th e  o b j e c t  an d , i f  th e  
movement can  be r e v e r s e d  w i l l  d e te rm in e  th e  r e ­
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  th e  w o rld  w ith  m an .16l

T h is  i s  th e  f o u n d a t io n ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  b e l i e v e s ,  f o r  a n o n -d o g -  

m a t ic  M arxism  w hich  r e l a t i v i z e s  th e  a b s o lu t e — a b s o lu te  know­

le d g e ,  m e c h a n is t i c  o r  o n e -d im e n s io n a l  d e d u c tio n s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  

p r o c e s s e s ,  th e  b o u rg e o is  c l a s s  r u l e - - i n  o r d e r  to  g a th e r  th e  

f r u i t s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  change i n to  th e  a b s o lu t i z a t i o n  o f  th e  

r e l a t i v e — h i s t o r i c a l  k n o w led g e , th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  as u n iv e r s a l  

c l a s s  and i t s  r i s e  to  pow er.

H ow ever, a t  t h i s  p o i n t  M e rle au -P o n ty  i s  n o t  p r e p a r e d  

to  go a l l  th e  way w ith  L ukacs o r  Marx in  h i s  a n a ly s i s  b e c a u se  

o f  h i s  c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  to w ard  th e  com m unist m ovement. B u t 

w h a t he  s u p p o r ts  i n  L ukacs i s  h i s  u n d o g m atic , e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  

and h u m a n is t  M arxism  f o r  w hich  th e  d i a l e c t i c  " i s  h i s  c o n t in u ­

ous i n t u i t i o n ,  a c o n s i s t e n t  r e a d in g  o f  a c tu a l  h i s t o r y ,  th e  r e ­

e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  to rm e n te d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  o f  th e  e n d le s s

160"W estern  M arx ism ,"  o p . c i t . , p . 142.

161I b id .
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in te r c h a n g e s  o b ta in in g  b e tw een  s u b je c t  and  o b j e c t . 11‘*‘62

In  sum, a d i a l e c t i c a l  m ethod and a  " p r o g re s s iv e "  h i s ­

t o r i c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  as d e v e lo p e d  by L u k acs , com­

b in e  to  y i e l d  a  m eaning  in  h i s t o r y ,  n o t  a  s im p le  d e te rm in a ­

t i o n  b u t  r a t h e r  g u i d e l i n e s ,  t r e n d s ,  d i r e c t i o n s .  H i s t o r i c a l  

o r  r e v o lu t io n a r y  m eaning  i s  am biguous, b u t  p r o g re s s iv e  a c t i o n  

i s  s t i l l  p o s s i b l e . T here  i s  p ro m ise  and d a n g e r  t h e r e in :

The r e v o l u t io n  t h a t  h a s  become an i n s t i t u t i o n  
i s  a l r e a d y  i n  d ecay  i f  i t  s e e s  i t s e l f  as a c ­
c o m p lish e d . In  o t h e r  w o rd s , w i th in  a  c o n c re te  
c o n c e p t io n  o f  h i s t o r y  w here id e a s  a r e  o n ly  s ta g e s  
i n  t h e  s o c i a l  dynam ic , each  p r o g r e s s iv e  s te p  i s  
am biguous s in c e  i t  i s  a c q u ir e d  w i th in  a c r i s i s  
s i t u a t i o n .  A new p e r io d  comes a b o u t w here new 
p ro b lem s a r i s e  and s u rp a s s  (d e p a s s e ) i t . 163

F o r M e rle a u -P o n ty , p r o g r e s s iv e  a c t i o n  and  m eaning in  h i s t o r y

a re  p o s s ib l e  b u t  a lw ays t h r e a te n e d  by a m b ig u i t i e s ,  d e v i a t i o n s ,

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  and n e e d , t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  be  c o n s ta n t ly  r e i n t e r -

p r e t a t e d .  C o n tra ry  t o  H e g e lia n ism  o r  d o g m atic  M arxism , h i s t o r y

o r  m eaning  i s  n e v e r  f i n a l  o r  t o t a l l y  a c co m p lish e d : "T h ere  i s

l e s s  a  s e n se  [m eaning] o f  h i s t o r y  th a n  an e l im in a t io n  o f  n o n - 
„ 164se n s e .

In  a d d i t i o n ,  i n  L u k a c s ia n  M arxism  th e  n o t io n  o f  p r a x i s  

as c l a s s  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  beyond  th e  d i v i s io n  o f  s u b je c t  and 

o b j e c t ,  beyond  th e  b i f u r c a t i o n  o f  th e o r y  and p r a c t i c e  i s  

w orked  o u t .  C la s s  c o n s c io u s n e ss  i s  p r a x i s ,  i . e . ,  "L ess  th a n

162I b i d .

163I b i d . , p . 147.

164I b id .
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a s u b je c t  and more th a n  an o b j e c t ,  a  p o l a r i z e d  e x i s t e n c e ,  a  

p o s s i b i l i t y  w h ich  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  i n  th e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  th e  

p r o l e t a r i a t ,  a t  th e  j u n c tu r e  be tw een  th in g s  and  h i s  l i f e , "  

and " O b je c tiv e  p o s s i b i l i t y . " 1 6 ^ P r a x is  c o n c e rn s  a c t i v e  con­

s c io u s n e s s ,  s o c i a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  and t h u s ,  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  c l a s s  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

I t  i s  a  g lo b a l  p r o j e c t  w hich s u p p o r ts  and 
a n im a te s  th e  p r o d u c t io n s  and a c t io n s  o f  a 
c l a s s ,  w hich  p ro p o se s  t o  t h i s  c l a s s  an image 
o f  th e  w o r ld  and  o f  i t s  t a s k s  i n  t h i s  w o r ld , 
and  w h ich , k e e p in g  i n  mind e x t e r n a l  c o n d i­
t i o n s ,  a s s ig n s  i t  a  h i s t o r y . 1 6 6

F i n a l l y ,  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  n o te  t h a t  t h i s  " p h ilo s o p h y  

o f  h i s t o r y "  does n o t  g iv e  us th e  keys t o  h i s t o r y  as much as 

i t  r e s t o r e s  i t  as p e rm a n e n t q u e s t io n .  The m ark o f  L u k a c s1 

w e s te rn  M arxism  i s  n o t  t h a t  i t  s u p p l ie s  us  w i th  answ ers  t o  

th e  r i d d l e s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  to  i t s  c o n t r a d ic t io n s  and d e v ia t i o n s ,  

b u t  t h a t  i t  "makes us aw are o f  o u r  tim e  and o f  i t s  p a r t i a l i t i e s , "  

t h a t  " i t  shows us th e  p r e s e n t  p e rm e a te d  by  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ,  

by  a pow er o f  n e g a t io n  and  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ." 167 W hile  Max 

W eber g av e  us an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  o f  th e  

c u l t u r e  o f  e v e ry  age o r  n a t i o n  as e x p e r ie n c e d  th ro u g h  th e  

v e h ic l e  o f  o u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  h i s t o r y ,  Georg L u k a c s ' d i a l e c t i c  

o f  h i s t o r y  i s  r o o te d  l e s s  i n  th o u g h t  th a n  in  t h a t  c la s s  t h a t

165I b i d . , p .  153.

166I b i d . , p . 154.

167I b i d . , p .  161 .
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t ra n s fo rm s  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n to  th e  u n i v e r s a l . 168 However, 

i n  th e  f i n a l  a n a ly s i s ,  M e rle au -P o n ty  c a l l s  f o r  a " l i v i n g  h i s ­

t o r y , "  w hich  f a l l s  somewhere be tw een  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  fo rm u la ­

t i o n s  o f  W eber as m o d if ie d  by L ukacs and th e  p o l i t i c a l  comm it­

m en ts o f  L u k a c s . M e rle au -P o n ty  c a l l s  t h i s  ap p ro a c h  to  id e a s  

and  r e a l i t y ,  to  th e o r y  and p r a c t i c e ,  a " m i l i t a n t  p h i lo s o p h y ,"  

b e c a u se  i t  u t i l i z e s  th e  d i a l e c t i c a l  v i s io n  as  a way to w ard  

th e  " u n iv e r s a l  n e g a t io n " — a c o n s i s t e n t  q u e s t i o n in g  and  c r i t i ­

cism  o f  know ledge and  p o l i t i c s — even i f  a  r e v o lu t io n a r y  

p r a x i s  i s  n o t  p o s s ib l e  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e .  T h is  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  

c r i t i q u e  and  m ethod i s ,  f o r  M e rle a u -P o n ty , a  r a d i c a l  p r a x i s  

i t s e l f  from  w hich  he  i s  a b le  to  co n c lu d e  t h a t  p h ilo s o p h y ,  in  

th e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  i s  a " n e c e s s a ry  d e to u r "  from  th e  w o rld  o f  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y . 169 When M e rle au -P o n ty  w r i t e s  t h a t  " h i s t o r y  

i s  r e a l i z e d  p h i lo s o p h y  in  th e  same way t h a t  p h i lo s o p h y  i s  

fo rm a liz e d  h i s t o r y , "  he  i s  th e n  in  a  p o s i t i o n  to  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  

"W estern  M arxism" i s  an i n t e g r a l  p h i lo s o p h y  w ith o u t  dogm a.179 

F o r o u r  own tim e  we n eed  to  r e c o g n iz e  th e  m eaning  f o r  p h i lo s o ­

phy and p o l i t i c s  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s w ords: "The t r u t h  o f  

p o l i t i c s  i s  o n ly  th e  a r t  o f  in v e n t in g  w h a t w i l l  l a t e r  a p p e a r  

to  have b een  r e q u i r e d  by th e  t im e s . " 171 T h is  w i l l  e n t a i l  n o t

168I b i d . , p .  161.

169I b id .

170I b i d . , p p . 14 1 -1 4 2 .

171P r im a c y , p .  210.
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o n ly  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  th e  M a rx is t  d i a l e c t i c a l  

v i s i o n ,  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  as p r a x i s ,  o f  r e v o l u t io n  and r a d i c a l  

s o c i a l  c h an g e , b u t  a ls o  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o r  l i m i t a t i o n ,  as 

w e l l  as th e  n e c e s s a ry  c o n d i t i o n s ,  f o r  a h i s t o r i c a l  d i a l e c t i c s  

o f  t h i s  k in d .  T h is  i s  n o t  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  we s im p ly  a d o p t 

M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  f o r  th e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a ­

t i o n  in  p o l i t i c s  and th e o r y .  A f t e r  a l l ,  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  was 

d i f f e r e n t  from  o u r  own. I t  does m ean, h o w ev er, t h a t  th e  

c r i t i q u e  o f  p o l i t i c s  and s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e ,  a s  w e l l  

a s th e  s e a r c h  f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  m ethods o f  s tu d y in g  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  

and a f f e c t i n g  c h an g e, can  f in d  in  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s th o u g h t  and 

th e  d ia lo g u e  b e tw een  phenom enology and m arxism  t h a t  fo u n d a ­

t i o n  upon w hich to  b u i ld  r a d i c a l  s o c i a l  th e o r y  and  a c t i o n .

M e r le a u -P o n ty ' s  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  c o n c e rn s ,  w h ich  have 

b een  a n a ly z e d  in  C h a p te rs  I I  and I I I ,  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  to  

t h e  c o n te m p o ra ry  w o rld  o f  p o l i t i c s  c o n s id e r e d  in  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  

c l e a r l y  go beyond  th e  l i m i t s  s e t  by th e  b e h a v io r a l  t r a d i t i o n .  

M e r le a u -P o n ty 's  p h en o m e n o lo g ic a l M arxism  d e v e lo p s :  (1) an o p en -

ended d i a l e c t i c  o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ;  and (2) an a l t e r n a t i v e  

a p p ro a c h  to  th e  d i a l e c t i c  o f  th e o ry  and p r a c t i c e  fo u n d ed  on 

an i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  and t h e r e ­

f o r e  i n  s h a rp  c o n t r a s t  t o  b e h a v io r a l  o b je c t iv i s m .  Thus th e  

fo u n d a t io n s  h av e  now b een  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  an e x te n d e d  phenomeno­

l o g i c a l  c r i t i q u e  o f  th e  b e h a v io r a l  t r a d i t i o n  in  th e  s o c i a l  

s c ie n c e s .  The c r i t i q u e ,  w hich fo llo w s  in  C h a p te r  V, i s  a
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n e c e s s a r y  p r e lu d e  to  f u r t h e r  d e v e lo p in g  a p h en o m en o lo g ica l 

a l t e r n a t i v e  b e c a u s e  i t  c l e a r l y  d e m o n s tra te s  th e  m yths upon 

w hich  th e  c la im s  to  p r a c t i c a l  n e u t r a l i t y  o r  o b j e c t i v i t y  and 

s c i e n t i f i c  r a t i o n a l i t y  a re  b a s e d .
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C hapter V

THE LIMITATIONS OF AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE 

AND THE PHENOMENOLOGICAL MOVEMENT

M e rle a u -P o n ty  w ro te  in  19 48 t h a t  " th e  p o l i t i c a l  e x ­

p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  p a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o b l ig e  us t o  evoke th e  b a c k ­

g ro u n d  o f  n o n - s e n s e  a g a in s t  w h ich  e v e ry  u n i v e r s a l  u n d e r ta k in g  

i s  s i l h o u e t t e d  and by w hich  i t  i s  th r e a te n e d  w ith  f a i l u r e . " 2- 

M e rle a u -P o n ty  r e f e r s  to  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t h a t  g e n e r a t io n  o f  

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  f o r  whom M arxism  was a  " m is ta k e n  hope" b e c au se  

i t  l o s t  " c o n f id e n c e  in  i t s  own d a r in g  when i t  was s u c c e s s f u l  

in  o n ly  one c o u n t r y . " 2 B ut t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  i s  e q u a l ly  r e l e ­

v a n t  f o r  a new g e n e r a t io n  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  in  A m erica  f o r  

whom th e  i d e a l s  o f  l i b e r a l i s m  h av e  b een  e m p tie d  o f  r e a l i t y  

and h ave  become l i t t l e  more th a n  a  s u p e r - r a t i o n a l  m y s tiq u e  f o r  

th e  C old  War, a c o u n te r - r e v o lu t io n a r y  r e f l e x  i n  th e  t h i r d  w o r ld , 

and a n a rro w  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  a t  home. M e rle au -  

P o n ty  a rg u e s  t h a t  M arxism  "ab an d o n ed  i t s  own p r o l e t a r i a n  

m ethods and resum ed  th e  c l a s s i c a l  o nes o f  h i s t o r y :  h i e r a r c h y ,  

o b e d ie n c e ,  m yth , i n e q u a l i t y ,  d ip lo m a cy , and p o l i c e . 2

1 SN, p . 4 .

2 I b id .

3I b id .
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Today i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  A m erica  a re  m aking th e  same c r i t i q u e  

w ith  e q u a l  f e r v o r  ab o u t t h e i r  own l o s t  i l l u s i o n s .

As we s e a r c h  f o r  new ways to  com prehend th e  s o c i a l  

r e a l i t i e s  o f  A m erican  l i f e  and new modes o f  s o c i a l  th o u g h t  

and  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  to  r e c o n s t r u c t  " th e  A m erican d ream ,"  

M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s n o t io n  o f  s e n se  and n o n se n se  g u id e s  us t o  see  

th e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  id e o lo g ie s  and p r a c t i c e ,  

b e tw een  th o u g h t  and  a c t i o n ,  b e tw een  man and th e  w o rld  he 

c r e a t e s .  I t  sy m b o liz e s  t h a t  r e c u r r e n t  f a c t  in  h i s t o r y  w hereby 

re a s o n  p a ra d e s  as  u n re a s o n , w here  e v en  " th e  h ig h e s t  form  o f
4

r e a s o n  b o r d e r s  on u n re a s o n ."  We m u st l e a r n  from  r e c e n t  h i s ­

to r y  t h a t  " th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  u n re a so n  c a n n o t s im p ly  be f o r ­

g o t t e n ; " 5 t h a t  th e  m o st n o b le  c la im s  t o  u n iv e r s a l  t r u t h ,  th e  

m ost r a t i o n a l  modes o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  o r  s o c i a l  i n q u i r y ,  th e  

m ost co n v in c in g - d e c la r a t i o n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  a re  a l l  con­

t i n g e n t ,  and s h o u ld  be s u b je c t  to  r e v i s io n  and open to  c r i t i ­

c ism  and ch an g e . Marx and  K ie rk e g a a rd ,  i t  sh o u ld  be r e c a l l e d ,  

s h a re d  in  t h e i r  r e v o l t  a g a in s t  H e g e l 's  "Reason" i n s o f a r  as 

th e  l a t t e r  c la im e d  to  have a t t a i n e d  th ro u g h  r e a s o n  t h a t  u n i ­

v e r s a l  t r u t h  i n  w hich  h i s t o r y  r e a l i z e s  i t s e l f ,  th e  r e a l  becom es 

r a t i o n a l  and th e  r a t i o n a l  becom es r e a l .  The s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  

t h i s  r e v o l t  a g a in s t  H e g e lia n  r a t i o n a l i s m  i s  n o t  i t s  r e n u n c ia ­

4SN, p . 4 .

5I b i d . , p . 5.
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t i o n  o f  r e a s o n  i t s e l f ,  b u t  r a t h e r  th e  e x te n t  to  w hich in  

H e g e l 's  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  sy s tem  re a s o n  i s  e x a l t e d  and s a n c t i f i e d  

o v e r  a g a in s t  th e  h i s t o r i c a l ,  human and i r r a t i o n a l  i n  h i s t o r y .

H aving a tte m p te d  in  th e  p re c e d in g  c h a p te r s  to  expound 

a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e v i s io n  o f  m arxism  by means o f  M e rle au -  

P o n ty  ' s  phenom enology o f  th e  s o c i a l  w o rld  a s  a t h e o r e t i c a l  

a l t e r n a t i v e  to  b e h a v io r a l  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e ,  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

c r i t i q u e  o f  b e h a v io r a l i s m  can  now b e  e l a b o r a te d  more f u l l y .

The p r im a ry  t a s k  i n  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  to  r e a s s e r t  th e  n eed  f o r  

c o n tin u e d  i n v e s t i g a t io n s  i n  phenom enology and m arxism  by r e ­

e m p h a s iz in g  th e  l im i t a t i o n s  o f  b e h a v io r a l i s m .  In  th e  v a in  o f  

p henom enology, Hans P e t e r  D r e i t z e l  e x p la in s  t h e  need  f o r  c r i ­

t i c a l  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  i n  o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  k in d  o f  c o m p la is a n t  

s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  d o m in an t in  th e  US:

. . . T h e  p ro d u c ts  o f  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  a re  n e i t h e r  
v a lu e - f r e e  n o r  n e u t r a l  i n  r e g a r d  to  t h e i r  u t i ­
l i z a t i o n .  The s o c i a l  f u n c t io n  o f  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  
r e s e a r c h  i s  d e te rm in e d  n o t  o n ly  by th e  c h o ic e  
o f  th e  p ro b lem  a re a  u n d e r  s tu d y  b u t  even  more 
so  by th e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  a p p ro a c h  u se d . F o r ,  i n  
s o c i a l  s c ie n c e ,  th e  m eth o d o lo g y  i s  a lw ays an 
i n t e g r a l  e le m e n t o f  w h a t we c a l l  s o c io l o g ic a l  
kno w led g e . Hence m e th o d o lo g ic a l  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  
h av e  b een  p a r t  o f  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  
u n t i l  t h i s  d a y .6

T h is  i s  th e  m ain l i n e  o f  re a s o n in g  d e v e lo p e d  in  t h i s  c h a p te r

w hich  d e s c r ib e s  and c r i t i c i z e s  th e  i n e x t r i c a b l e  l in k a g e  b e tw een

Hans P e t e r  D r e i t z e l ,  " S o c ia l  S c ie n c e  and th e  P rob lem  
o f  R a t io n a l i t y :  N o tes  on th e  S o c io lo g y  o f  T e c h n o c ra ts ,"  
P o l i t i c s  and  S o c ie ty , 2 , No. 2 (W in te r , 1 9 7 2 ) ,  167.
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m etho d o lo g y  and id e o lo g y  so  as t o  come to  g r ip s  w ith  th e  

t e c h n o c r a t i c ,  m e c h a n is t ic ,  o b j e c t i v i s t i c  f u n c t io n s  o f  b e h a v i ­

o r a l  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l c r i t i q u e  

o f  b e h a v io r a l  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  r e c o g n iz e s  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  l i n k ­

age  b e tw een  th e  p r e s e n t  s o c i a l  f o rc e s  o f  r e a s o n  and u n r e a ­

so n , s e n s e  and n o n s e n se , and a t te m p ts  t o  unmask th e  g u i s e  by 

w hich  th e  m ost p r e v a l e n t  modes o f  th o u g h t ,  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

e x p r e s s io n ,  and t h e i r  id e o lo g ie s  keep  us from  g r a s p in g  t h e i r  

r e a l  s o c i a l  m ean ing .

My p u rp o se  in  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  to  show th e  r ig o r o u s  

a d h e re n c e  to  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  m ethodo logy  a d o p te d  from  th e  

n a tu r a l  s c ie n c e s  and i t s  c la im  to  o b j e c t i v i t y  and v a lu e  n e u ­

t r a l i t y  f u n c t io n  as a  g u is e  f o r  w h a t i s  i n  f a c t  becom ing an 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  i d e o l o g i c a l ,  n o n - o b je c t iv e  r o l e  f o r  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  

know ledge in  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  d o m inan t i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  A m eri­

can s o c i e t y .  And f u r t h e r ,  to  show t h a t  th e  p r e v a i l i n g  modes 

o f  in q u i r y  i n  th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s  i n  no way c o u n te r  th e s e  

r e c e n t  d ev e lo p m en ts  in  th e  u s e s  o f  kno w led g e , b u t  r a t h e r  te n d  

to  r e - e n f o r c e  them , i . e . , r e - e n f o r c e  th e  " i r r a t i o n a l "  o r  

id e o l o g i c a l  u se s  o f  know ledge. M o reo v er, I  w i l l  exam ine w hat 

Noam Chomsky h a s  c a l l e d  th e  d o u b le  myth o f  th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s :  

th e  myth o f  p o l i t i c a l  b e n e v o le n c e  and  th e  myth o f  s c i e n t i f i c  

o m n is c ie n c e .7 The v iew , i n  o t h e r  w o rd s , t h a t  s in c e  we have

7A m erican  Power and th e  New M andarins (New York:
P a n th eo n  Books, 19 6 9 ).
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a r r i v e d  a t  th e  end  o f  id e o lo g y ,  know ledge and te c h n o lo g y  a re  

f r e e - n e u t r a l  o r  n o n - id e o lo g ic a l— to  s e rv e  th e  i n t e r e s t s  and 

pow ers o f  th e  " b e n e v o le n t"  A m erican s t a t e  and  c o rp o r a te  e l i t e  

b o th  a t  home and a b ro a d .

When one ru m in a te s  i n  th e  re a lm  o f  i d e a s ,  q u e s t io n s  o f  

id e o lo g y  o r  s o c i a l  g o a ls  n eed  n o t  a r i s e ,  even  th o u g h  th e y  may 

be  a p p l i c a b le ;  b u t  i n  t h e  w o rld  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  i n  w hich 

id e a s  a re  a lw ays r e l a t e d  to  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e ,  

q u e s t io n s  o f  th e  s o c i a l  u se  o f  know ledge and  id e o lo g y  c a n n o t 

be a v o id e d . T hus, w h ile  t h i s  p a p e r  d e a ls  w ith  m ethodo logy  

in  th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s ,  i t s  p r im a ry  c o n c e rn  i s  w i th  id e o lo g y .

In  s h o r t ,  t h i s  c h a p te r  expands th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l c r i t i q u e  

o f  b e h a v io r a l is m  by show ing  n o t  o n ly  i t s  c o n s e r v a t iv e  o r  " a -  

p o l i t i c a l "  b i a s e s ,  b u t ,  m ore im p o r ta n t ly ,  th e  n e c e s s a r y  i n t e r ­

r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  b e h a v io r a l  m ethodo logy  and r u l i n g  c la s s  

id e o lo g y .

The New Role o f  th e  S o c i a l  S c ie n c e s

In  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  b u rg eo n in g  c r i t i q u e  o f  b e h a v io r ­

a l is m  h as  p u t  fo rw a rd  th e  c la im s  t h a t  i t s  p ro p o n e n ts  a re  

g u i l t y  o f " i m p l i c i t  and u n re c o g n iz e d  c o n s e r v a t iv e  v a lu e s , "  

" f e a r f u l  o f  p o p u la r  d em o cracy ,"  and te n d  to  " a v o id  p o l i t i c a l  

i s s u e s  i n  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h ." ^  I t  i s  a rg u e d , t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t

^See C h a r le s  McCoy and John P la y f o r d ,  e d s . ,  A p o l i t i c a l  
P o l i t i c s :  A C r i t i q u e  o f  B e h a v io ra l is m  (New York: Thomas Y. Crow­
e l l ,  1 9 6 7 ).
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th e  s tu d y  o f  power a s  th e  o b s e rv a b le  e x e r c i s e  o f  pow er i s

c o n s e r v a t iv e  b e c a u s e  i t  f a i l s  to  c o n s id e r  th e  n o n - o b s e r v a b le ,
9

n o n - d e c i s io n  m aking p r o c e s s ;  t h a t  to  assum e t h a t  e l i t e s  a re  

th e  g u a rd ia n s  o f  l i b e r a l  d e m o c ra tic  v a lu e s  and su c c e e d  in  

s a t i s f y i n g  m ost demands made on th e  A m erican p o l i t y  i s  to  

d e m o n s tra te  a f e a r  o f  p o p u la r  dem ocracy e s p e c i a l l y  when t h i s  

v iew  i s  c o u p le d  w ith  th e  p re s u m p tio n  t h a t  th e  m asses te n d  to  

b e  u n d e m o c r a tic ;1^ and t h a t  th e  i n c r e a s i n g  t r e n d  to  b u i ld  

m a th e m a tic a l  m odels b a se d  on th e  c r i t e r i a  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  

s c ie n c e s  a b s t r a c t s  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  from  p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t y  

and  re n d s  su ch  r e s e a r c h  p se u d o -  o r  a p o l i t i c a l  by re d u c in g  i t  

to  a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  n u m e ro lo g y .11

To th e  c o n t r a r y ,  ho w ev er, i n  a  r e c e n t  c o u n t e r - c r i t i q u e ,  

B e r t  Rockman h a s  d e v e lo p e d  th e  view  t h a t  th e s e  t r o u b l e s  o f  

s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  m ethodo logy  a re  due to  th e  s h o rtc o m in g s  o f  th e  

r e s e a r c h e r ,  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  r o l e  h i s  id e o lo g y  

p la y s  i n  h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  o r  th e  l im i t a t i o n s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  

l e v e l  k n o w led g e , b u t  n o t  due to  th e  m ethodo logy  i t s e l f . 12 

A lth o u g h  t h i s  view  i s  i n  many ways p e r s u a s iv e ,  i t  d oes n o t  f u l l y  

c o n te n d  w i th  th e  c r i t i q u e  s in c e  i t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  one m ust

9See P e t e r  B ach rach  and  M orton S. B a r e t s ,  "The F a c e s  o f  
P o w er,"  in  i b i d .

10See P e t e r  B a c h rac h , The T heory  o f  D e m o cra tic  E l i t i s m ;
A C r i t i q u e  (B oston : L i t t l e ,  Brown, 1 9 6 7 ).

■'■•'■See F r a n c is  Wormuth, "M atched-D ependen t B e h a v io ra l is m : 
The C argo C u l t  i n  P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e ,"  W estern  P o l i t i c a l  Q uar- 
t e r l y ,  v o l .  20 (December 1 9 6 7 ) , 809 -4 0 .

12B e r t  Rockman, "A 'B e h a v io r a l '  E v a lu a t io n  o f  th e  C r i ­
t iq u e  o f  B e h a v io ra l is m ."  U n p u b lish e d .

R ep ro d u c ed  with p erm ission  o f  th e  copyright ow n er. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout p erm ission .



www.manaraa.com

158

s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  on th e  b a s i s  o f  w hat i t  knows and  w h a t i t  

d o e s , n o t  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  w h a t i t  o u g h t  t o  know o r  w h a t i t  

o u g h t  t o  do . F o r ,  to  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  k n o w led g e , i n c lu d in g  

m ethods o f  in q u ir y  and  te c h n iq u e s  o f  d a ta  c o l l e c t i o n ,  i s  s o c i ­

a l l y  d e te rm in e d , th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t ’ s a s s e r t i o n  o f  th e  p u r i ­

ty  o f  h i s  m eth o d o lo g y , " th e  q u a l i t y  o f  [ h is ]  o p e r a t i o n a l i z a ­

t i o n s , "  h i s  " r e s o u r c e f u l  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t e c h n iq u e ,"  o r  th e  

h ig h  m o ra l v i r t u e  o f  h i s  i d e o l o g i c a l  b i a s e s ,  a re  i n  th e m s e lv e s  

i n s u f f i c i e n t  g ro u n d s f o r  ju d g in g  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  e m p i r ic a l  

r e s e a r c h .  B e r t  Rockm an's v iew , f o r  e x am p le , i s  t h a t  " th e  

o n ly  r e a l  i s s u e  i s  how w e l l  we a r e  a b le  to  o p e r a t i o n a l i z e , "  

w hich  " i s  d e p e n d en t upon w hat we d e f in e  as r e a l i t y . " ' 1' 3 B ut 

th e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  w h at we d e f in e  as r e a l i t y  i s  a ls o  d e p e n d en t 

on w h at we a lr e a d y  know o r  o u r  p r e - c o n c e iv e d  k n o w led g e , and 

t h a t  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  r e le v a n c e  o f  m ethods o f  i n q u i r y  and th e  

u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  te c h n iq u e  a re  a l s o  i m p l ic a te d  i n  th e  s o c i a l  

d e te r m in a tio n  o f  know ledge.

The l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  b e h a v i o r a l i s t  o u t lo o k  l i e s ,  

a c c o rd in g  to  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a p p ro ach  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty , i n  

th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t ' s  c h o ic e  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  c r i t e r i a ,  i . e . ,  

th e  q u e s t io n s  he a sk s  and h i s  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  p r e m is e s ,  n o t  

m ere ly  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  b i a s e s .  F o r , i f  th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t

13I b i d . , p .  40.
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em ploys te c h n iq u e  f o r  s c ie n c e ,  o p e r a t io n a l is m  f o r  r a t i o n a l i t y ,  

th e n  in  f a c t  he  w i l l  b e  a llo w in g  p o l i t i c a l ,  econom ic o r  p s y ­

c h o lo g ic a l  c o n s id e r a t i o n s  to  be d e c i s i v e  r a t h e r  th a n  s c i e n t i ­

f i c  o r  a n a l y t i c a l  on es  as  he c la im s .  As we s h a l l  d i s c u s s  

b e lo w , A m erican  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  become c o ld  w ar s p e c i a l i s t s  

and a d v o c a te s  f o r  governm ent p o l ic y  n o t  sim p ly  b e c a u s e  th e y  

a re  a n ti- c o m m u n is t  id e o lo g u e s  o r  f a v o r  d o m e s tic  r e p r e s s io n ,  

b u t  b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  p a id  (and a c c e p t  paym ent) by th e  g o v e rn ­

m ent to  o p e r a t i o n a l i z e  th e s e  p o l i c i e s  and to  make th e  m o st 

" r e s o u r c e f u l  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  te c h n iq u e "  p o s s ib l e .  In  f a c t ,  by 

t h i s  c h o ic e  o f  m ethod , w h e re in  te c h n o lo g y  and s c ie n c e  become 

i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e ,  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  m eth o d o lo g y  and an a p o l i t i c a l  

p o l i t i c s  s u p p o r t iv e  o f  r u l i n g  c l a s s  pow er and p r i v i l e g e  b e ­

come i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e .  T h is  p o i n t  was m ost e f f e c t i v e l y  

made in  a  r e c e n t  c r i t i q u e  o f  D efen se  D ep artm en t s c h o la r s  by 

Hannah A re n d t,  who o b s e rv e d  t h a t  t h e  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  P en tag o n  

P a p e rs  shows t h a t

The p ro b lem  s o lv e r s  d id  n o t  ju d g e , th e y  c a l ­
c u la t e d ;  t h e i r  s e l f - c o n f id e n c e  d id  n o t  even  
n eed  s e l f - d e c e p t i o n  to  be  s u s ta i n e d  in  th e  
m id s t  o f  so  many m is ju d g e m e n ts ,  f o r  i t  r e ­
l i e d  on th e  e v id e n c e  o f  m a th e m a t ic a l,  p u r e ly  
r a t i o n a l  t r u t h .  E x c e p t,  o f  c o u rs e ,  t h a t  t h i s  
' t r u t h '  was e n t i r e l y  i r r e l e v a n t  f o r  t h e 'p r o b ­
lem 1 a t  h a n d .  14

C o n tra ry  to  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l ap p ro a c h  to  kno w led g e , w hich

14 L y in g  i n  P o l i t i c s :  R e f le c t io n s  on The P e n tag o n  
P a p e r s ,"  New York Review o f  B oo k s, 1 , November 19 71, 37.
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t r e a t s  know ledge a s  s o c i a l  and  g o a l  o r i e n t e d ,  b e h a v io r i s t  

know ledge i s  c a l c u l a t e d  a c c o rd in g  to  i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t  c r i t e r i a .  

Such know ledge i s  r e l e v a n t  t o  s u p p o r t in g  th o s e  o b j e c t iv e s  

p e rm i t te d  o r  t o l e r a t e d  w i th in  th e  e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l / s o c i a l  

sy s te m s , be  th e y  r a t i o n a l  o r  i r r a t i o n a l ,  r e l e v a n t  to  p r o g re s ­

s iv e  p o lic y -m a k in g  o r  n o t .  H ence, th e  m a jo r  sh o rtc o m in g  o f  

b e h a v io r a l  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  i s  p r e c i s e l y  i t s  i n a b i l i t y  to  go 

beyond th e  m ere ly  t e c h n i c a l  o r  in s t r u m e n ta l .

T h e r e f o r e ,  th e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  b e h a v io r a l  m ethodo logy  

a re  to  be fo und  even  in  R ockm an's c o n v in c in g  p a p e r  b e c a u s e ,  

on th e  one h a n d , he p u ts  fo rw a rd  a  v iew , w i th  w hich  I  f u l l y  

a g r e e , t h a t  " o u r  ' s c i e n c e '  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  d e v e lo p in g  i n ­

t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  u n iv e r s e ,  b a s e d  p a r t l y  on d a ta  

and p a r t l y  on i d e o l o g y . " ^  On th e  o th e r  h a n d , he  c o n c lu d e s

t h a t  " th e  d a ta  s h o u ld  e n a b le  us to  t e s t  f o r  th e  i n v a l i d i t y  o f
17c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  p r o p o s i t io n s  on t h e i r  own te r m s ."  The 

l a t t e r  p o i n t  i s  q u e s t io n e d  by even  some p o s i t i v i s t s ,  who, 

l i k e  M o ritz  S c h l ic k ,  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an im p o r ta n t  d i ­

s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  v e r i f i e d  know ledge and v e r i f i a b l e  know ledge.

■^Though I  a g re e ,  I  am n o t  a t  a l l  s u re  how one goes 
a b o u t d e te rm in in g  th e  p o i n t  a t  w hich  s c ie n c e  b e g in s  and 
id e o lo g y  le a v e s  o f f .

■^Rockman, o p . c i t .  , p . 41.

17I b id .

■^"M eaning and  V e r i f i c a t i o n , "  in  H e rb e r t  F e ig l  and W il­
f r i d  S e l l a r s ,  e d s . ,  R ead in g s  in  P h i lo s o p h ic a l  A n a ly s is  (New 
York: A p p le to n - C e n tu ry - C r o f ts ,  1 9 4 9 ) , pp . 1 4 6-170 .
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The fo rm e r  i s  s u b je c t  to  t e s t s  f o r  v a l i d i t y  o r  i n v a l i d i t y ,  

b u t  th e  l a t t e r ,  a c c o rd in g  to  S c h l ic k ,  c a n n o t be v e r i f i e d  

h e re  and  now. F o r ex am p le , i n  o r d e r  to  p ro v e  th e  p r o p o s i t io n  

o f  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  God, one m u st w a i t  and s e e .  T h is  s u g g e s ts  

t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t h e r e  a re  c la s s e s  o f  know ledge f o r  w hich  th e  d a ­

t a  w i l l  n o t  e n a b le  us to  t e s t  f o r  v a l i d i t y  o r  i n v a l i d i t y  m ere ly  

on th e  b a s i s  o f  c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  p r o p o s i t io n s  ta k e n  on t h e i r  

own te rm s .  Does s o c i a l  know ledge n o t  f a l l  i n to  t h i s  c la s s  

o f  know ledge?

M o reo v er, t h e r e  i s  no r e a s o n  to  co n c lu d e  t h a t  b e c au se  

we h av e  c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  th e y  w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  

b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  s o c i a l l y  d e f in e d  know ledge o r  s o c i a l l y  a c ­

q u i r e d ,  s t r e e t  know ledge . C o n tra ry  t o  th e  o b j e c t i v i s t  ap ­

p ro ac h  o f  b e h a v io r a l i s m ,  phenom enology as d e v e lo p e d  by Mer­

le a u - P o n ty  a c c e p ts  " s tr e e t- k n o w le d g e "  as v i t a l  to  an i n t e r s u b -  

j e c t i v e  ap p ro a c h  t o  s o c i a l  k n o w led g e . M e rle au -P o n ty  c a l l s  

t h i s  know ledge p r e - r e f l e x i v e ,  th e  know ledge o f  th e  e v e ry  day 

e x p e r ie n c e  o f  man in  s o c i e t y .  F o r M e rle a u -P o n ty , i t  i s  p r e ­

c i s e l y  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  d i f ­

f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  k n o w l e d g e - - s c ie n t i f i c  and common s e n s e — 

upon w hich  an i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  v iew  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  r e l i e s .  

T h is  a p p ro a c h  i s  th e  means by w hich  th e  w o rld  o f  id e a s  and 

th e  w o rld  o f  e v e ry d ay  e x p e r ie n c e  can  be  l in k e d .  The p o i n t  

was w e ll-m ad e  by  M urray Kem pton, who r e c e n t ly  n o te d :

I  th in k  t h e r e  i s  a  change now in  o u r  view  
o f l i f e :  we know more th a n  we e v e r  knew b e f o r e ,
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b u t  we know i t  i n s t i n c t i v e l y ,  and n o t  from  
th e  s o u rc e s  o f  p u b l ic  in fo r m a t io n  we g e t .
What do we know, e x a c t ly ?  We know t h a t  W alt 
W hitman Rostow i s  a f o o l .  We know t h a t  Dean 
Rusk i s  a  c l e r k .  We know t h a t  Mr. N ixon i s  
n o t  r e a l l y  v e ry  much w orse  th a n  th e  p e o p le  
who p re c e d e d  him  (w hich i s  a  s u f f i c i e n t  ju d g ­
m ent on th e m ) , and so  on . We know a l l  th e s e  
t h in g s  n o t  b e c a u se  anyone t o l d  us b u t  b e c au se  
e v e n ts  h av e  e x p la in e d  them  to  u s . And i t  i s  
t h i s  e x p la n a t io n  t h a t  p e o p le  a r e  l o o k in g  f o r . 19

To c r i t i c i z e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  m ethodo logy  and  i t s  c r i t e r i a  

o f  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  o p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o r  o b j e c t i v i t y  i s  n o t  to  

d e n ig r a te  th e  r e le v a n c e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y .  I t  i s  r a t h e r  

to  a n a ly z e  th e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  n a tu r e  o f  t h i s  m eth o d o lo g y , 

and  t o  se e  th e  e x t e n t  to  w hich  know ledge i s  s o c i a l l y  d e t e r ­

m in ed , th e  e x te n t  to  w hich  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  d e c id e  w h at know ledge 

i s  r e l e v a n t  and how (and f o r  w h at p u rp o se s )  i t  i s  t o  be u se d .

I  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  d e l i n e a t e  t h r e e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  a p p ro a c h e s  

to  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  w ith  a view  to w ard  a n a ly z in g  th e  l in k a g e  b e ­

tw een s c i e n t i f i c  m ethod and id e o lo g y  o r  th e  i d e o l o g i c a l  im p l i ­

c a t i o n s  o f  r e s e a r c h .  These a r e :  (1) The New M an d arin ;

(2) The P u b l ic  A d v o ca te ; (3) The P e r s u a s iv e  N e u t r a l i s t .

The New M andarin  i s  b e s t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by I t h i e l  de 

S o la  P o o l ,  whose view  i t  i s  t h a t  th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s  s h o u ld  

b e  d e v o te d  to  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  m an d arin s  o f  th e  f u tu r e  b e c a u se  

p sy c h o lo g y , s o c io lo g y ,  sy s tem s  a n a ly s i s ,  and p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e

19 D avid Gelman and B e v e r ly  Kem pton, "The T ro u b le  W ith 
N ew spapers : An I n te r v ie w  w ith  M urray K em pton," The W ash ing ton  
M o n th ly , V o l. 1 , No. 3 (A p r il  1 9 6 9 ) , 26.
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p ro v id e  th e  know ledge by w hich  "men o f  pow er a r e  hum anized  

and  c i v i l i z e d . "  In  o r d e r  t o  k eep  th e  a c t i o n s  o f  th e  men o f  

pow er from  b e in g  " b r u t a l ,  s t u p i d ,  b u r e a u c r a t i c , "  " th e y  n eed  

a way o f  p e r c e iv in g  th e  co n seq u e n c e s  o f  w h at th e y  d o . " To 

p e rc e iv e  th e  c o n seq u e n c e s  o f  p u b l ic  p o l i c y ,  i . e . ,  to  d e s c r ib e  

th e  f a c t s ,  i s  th e  p r im a ry  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e  e m p i r ic a l  s o c i a l  

s c ie n c e s  t o  th e  u se s  o f  A m erican  pow er. T h is  v iew  o f  th e  

f a c t s  i s  c ir c u m s c r ib e d  by th e  s o c i a l  and  a p o l i t i c a l  c o n te x t  

i n  w h ich  P o o l o p e r a t e s .  H is " f a c t s "  a r e  n o t  n e u t r a l  f a c t s  

s in c e  th e  q u e s t io n s  a sk ed  as  w e l l  a s  th e  an sw ers  g iv e n  a r e  p r e ­

d e te rm in e d  by th e  w o rld  o f  r a t i o n a l i t y  d e f in e d  by th e  e x i s t i n g  

p o l i t i c a l  sy s te m . T h is  a p p ro a c h  t o  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  i s  con­

c e rn e d  w i th  outcom es b u t  o n ly  as  in s t r u m e n ts  o f  g o v ern m en t 

p o l ic y  n o t  g o a ls  th e m s e lv e s .  As an exam ple o f  t h i s  a p p ro a c h , 

P o o l in fo rm s  us o f  w h at we h av e  le a r n e d  i n  th e  p a s t  t h i r t y  

y e a r s  o f  i n t e n s iv e  e m p i r ic a l  s tu d y  o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  s o c i e t i e s  

by f o rm u la t in g  th e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e s  o f  o r d e r  and re fo rm  in  t h i s  

way:

In  th e  Congo, i n  V ie tn am , in  th e  D om inican 
R e p u b l ic ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  o r d e r  depends on 
somehow c o m p e llin g  new ly  m o b il iz e d  s t r a t a  to  
r e t u r n  to  a  m easu re  o f  p a s s i v i t y  and d e fe a t is m  
from  w hich  th e y  h av e  r e c e n t ly  b een  a ro u s e d  by  
th e  p ro c e s s  o f  m o d e r n iz a t io n .  A t l e a s t  tem po­
r a r i l y ,  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  o r d e r  r e q u i r e s  a 
lo w e rin g  o f  new ly  a c q u ir e d  a s p i r a t i o n s  and 
l e v e l s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y . 20

^ C i t e d  i n  Chomsky, o p . c i t . , p . 36.
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The m eaning o f  t h i s  a n a ly s i s  f o r  A m erican p o l ic y  c l e a r l y  i s  

i n  a c c o rd  w i th  c o u n te r - r e v o lu t io n a r y  A m erican  p o l i c i e s  such  

as r e c e n t  p a c i f i c a t i o n  p ro g ra m s, c o u n te r - in s u rg e n c y  and th e  

l i k e .  B u t th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  d e n ie s  t h a t  t h i s  s o r t  o f  

a n a ly s i s  i s  i d e o l o g i c a l ,  c la im in g  i n s t e a d  t h a t  th e s e  s tu d i e s  

confo rm  to  th e  s c h o la r ly ,  o b j e c t iv e  r i g o r  o f  h i s  d i s c i p l i n e .  

T h is  a p p ro a c h  to  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  i s ,  i n  th e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  

c o n c e rn e d  l e s s  w i th  t r u t h  o r  o b j e c t i v i t y  th a n  w ith  e f f i c i e n c y ,  

l e s s  w ith  th e  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  o f  p r o g r e s s iv e  s o c i a l  s o u rc e s  

th a n  w i th  th e  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  o f  th e  men o f  pow er. B e h a v io r-  

a l i s t  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  u n l ik e  th e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  ap ­

p ro a c h  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty , w h ich  r e c o g n iz e s  th e  in v o lv e m e n t o f  

th e  t h e o r i s t  i n  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  a s  w e l l  as  th e  l i n k  be tw een  

o b j e c t iv e  c o n d i t io n s  and  s u b je c t iv e  e x p e r ie n c e s  and  i n t e r p r e ­

t a t i o n s — i s  lo c k e d  i n to  an i d e o l o g i c a l  p a ra d ig m  o f  sy s te m  

m a in te n a n c e .

Take f o r  exam ple th e  f o l lo w in g  p r o p o s i t io n  by P r o f e s ­

s o r  P o o l on " r e s t r u c t u r i n g "  gov ern m en t as  an " e m p ir ic a l"  

fo rm u la t io n :  " I  r u l e  o u t  o f  c o n s id e r a t i o n  h e re  a l a r g e  ra n g e  

o f  v i a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  s e t t l e m e n ts "  f o r  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  g o v e rn ­

m ent i n  So u th  V ie tn am , n am ely , th o s e  t h a t  in v o lv e  " th e  i n ­

c lu s io n  o f  th e  V ie t  Cong in  a c o a l i t i o n  g o v e rn m en t o r  even  

th e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  th e  V ie t  Cong as  a  l e g a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  

S o u th  V ie tn a m ."  Such a rra n g e m e n ts  " a re  n o t  a c c e p ta b le "  s in c e  

th e  o n ly  a c c e p ta b le  s e t t l e m e n t  i s  one " im posed  by th e  GVN
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d e s p i t e  th e  p e r s i s t i n g  g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  pow er o f  th e  V ie t  
21Cong. W hile  i t  may be a rg u e d , as P o o l p u ts  i t ,  t h a t  th e

o n ly  hope f o r  humane governm en t i n  th e  f u tu r e  i s  th ro u g h  th e
22e x te n s iv e  u se  o f  th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s  by g o v e rn m e n t,"  th e

p r e c i s e  i d e o l o g i c a l  n a tu r e  o f  t h i s  new r o l e ,  d e s p i t e  a l l

c la im s  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  t o  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  i s  n o t  to  be  d e n ie d .

In  e f f e c t ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e ta c h m en t and  th e  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  q u e s t

f o r  t r u t h — th e  p r o f e s s e d  e s s e n c e  o f  th e  v a lu e - f r e e ,  n e u t r a l

s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t — a re  r e p l a c e d  by th e  new e l i t e  r o l e  o f  th e  
23m a s te r s  o f  kno w led g e , whose know ledge i s  p la c e d  a t  th e  d i s ­

p o s a l  o f  th e  " b e n e v o le n t"  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  m a s te rs

o f  pow er. A c c o rd in g ly , s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  becom e, i n  e s s e n c e ,
24" h o u s e - id e o lo g u e s  f o r  th o s e  i n  p o w er."

The P u b l ic  A dvocate  a p p e a rs  to  be a  m ore s e l f l e s s  

s e r v a n t  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  who i s  c o n c e rn e d  p r im a r i ly  w ith  re fo rm ­

in g  p u b l ic  p o l ic y  to  b e t t e r  th e  l o t  o f  th e  p o o r ,  d i s f r a n c h i s e d  

o r  u n d e rd e v e lo p e d . H is p r o f e s s e d  m is s io n  i s  t o  s e rv e  th e  pub­

l i c  good r a t h e r  th a n  th e  g o vernm en t o r  th e  c o r p o r a t io n .  In  

r e s p o n s e  to  th e  p l i g h t  o f  th e  p o o r  and b la c k  i n  A m erica ,

D a n ie l  P . M oynihan a d o p ts  th e  s ta n c e  o f  th e  P u b l ic  A d v o ca te .

21I b i d . , p . 49.
22 I t h i e l  de S o la  P o o l ,  "The N e c e s s i ty  f o r  S o c i a l  S c i e n t i s t s  

Doing R e se a rc h  f o r  G o v ern m en ts ,"  B ack g ro u n d , 10 (Aug. 1 9 6 6 ) , 111.
23D a n ie l B e l l ,  "N otes on th e  P o s t - I n d u s t r i a l  S o c ie ty :

P a r t  I , "  The P u b l ic  I n t e r e s t , No. 6 (1 9 6 7 ), 2 4 -3 5 .
2 4zb ign iew  B r z e z in s k i ,  "America in  th e  T ech n otron ic  

Age," E n cou n ter , V o l. 30 (January, 1 9 6 8 ) , 1 6 -2 6 .
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He d e c r i e s  th e  f a i l u r e s  o f  th e  War on P o v e r ty  t o  c o n te n d  w ith  
25th e  "p ro b le m ."  H is v iew  i s  t h a t  th e  p ro b lem  o f  p o v e r ty  

c a n n o t b e  s o lv e d  e i t h e r  by d i s c o u r a g in g  th e  r ig o r o u s  i n q u ir y  

i n to  th e  s o c i a l  p ro c e s s  t h a t  k eep s  men i n  p o v e r ty  (o r  l e a d s  

them  o u t  o f  i t ) , o r  by f a l l i n g  b ack  on th e  g u i l t  com plex o f  

th e  w h i te  s o c i e t y  t h a t  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  "W hite r a c is m  i s  e s ­

s e n t i a l l y  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  e x p lo s iv e  m ix tu re  w hich  h a s  been  

a c c u m u la t in g  i n  o u r  c i t i e s  s in c e  th e  end  o f  W orld War I I . "  

R a th e r ,  f o r  M oynihan, "A m erican s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  can do b e t t e r ,  

and so  i t  o u g h t .  " 2  ̂ T h is  r e q u i r e s  com m itm ent on th e  p a r t  o f  

th e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t — th e  War on P o v e r ty  was such  a  comm it­

m ent— and an h o n o ra b le  d e s i r e  to  be  h e l p f u l .  T h e r e f o r e ,  even 

th o u g h  t h e r e  w ere  many f a i l u r e s  i n  th e  War on P o v e r ty  p ro g ram , 

th e  com m itm ent by  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and th e  g o vernm en t f o r  

w hich th e y  w orked was made, and " th a t  com m itm ent s ta n d s ,  and 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  h a v in g  p la y e d  a m a jo r  r o l e  i n  i t s  e s t a b l i s h ­

m en t, now h av e  a s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  b o th ,  k e e p in g  i t  

a l i v e  and on th e  p ro p e r  t r a c k . " 27

The P u b l ic  A dvocate  u se s  h i s  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  know ledge 

to  i n f lu e n c e  p u b l ic  p o l i c y ,  b u t  he i s  n o t ,  so  i t  i s  c la im e d ,

25 D a n ie l P . M oynihan, Maximum F e a s ib l e  M isu n d e rs ta n d in g  
(New Y ork: F re e  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ).

26D a n ie l  P . M oynihan, "The P r o f e s s o r s  and th e  P o o r ,"  
Com mentary, V o l. 46 , No. 2 (A u g u st, 1 9 6 8 ) , 28.

27I b id .
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th e  s e r v a n t  o f  governm ent s in c e  h i s  p r im a ry  o b j e c t iv e  i s  to  

g e t  p u b l ic  p o l ic y  to  r e a c t  to  unm et s o c i a l  dem ands. . . .  " 28 

H ow ever, th e  r e s e a r c h  d e s ig n ,  t h e  q u e s t io n s  p o s e d , and th e  

g e n e r a l  fram ew ork o f  th e  a n a ly s i s  a r e  c ir c u m s c r ib e d  by th e  

P u b l ic  A d v o c a te 's  d e s i r e  to  do so m eth in g  f o r  th e  p o o r  and 

b la c k  p e o p le  i n s o f a r  as t h a t  " so m e th in g "  i s  p o s s ib l e  w i th in  

th e  known o r  assum ed l i m i t s  o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  to  

r e s p o n d .  F o r th e  P u b l ic  A d v o c a te , " s im p ly  to  blam e th e  s y s ­

tem  i s . . .o b sc u ra n tis m "  and b e s t  l e f t  o u t  o f  c o n s id e r a t i o n .

He p r e f e r s  to  l i m i t  h i s  r e s e a r c h  to  i n f lu e n c in g  p o l ic y  w i th in  

th e  sy s te m — to  make th e  sy stem  w ork b e t t e r .  The P u b l ic  Ad­

v o c a te  a ssu m es, t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  sy stem  and i t s  

o p e r a t i o n a l i t y  as g iv e n ;  he does n o t  q u e s t i o n  i t .  L ik e  th e  

New M an d arin , th e  P u b l ic  A dvocate  assum es a  o n e -d im e n s io n a l  

p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  i n s o f a r  as he le a v e s  u n q u e s tio n e d  

th e  b a s i c  v a lu e s  o f  th e  sy stem  f o r  w hich  he  a d v o c a te s  p o l ic y .  

The P u b l ic  A dvocate  i s  co m m itted  to  c h a n g e , b u t  o n ly  th o s e  

s o c i a l  changes t h a t  a re  d e te rm in e d  by th o s e  i n  pow er. An ob­

v io u s  c a se  i n  p o i n t  i s  M o y n ih an 's  r o l e  as a g e n t  f o r  th e  US 

g o v e rn m en t, w h ile  c la im in g  to  do so m eth in g  f o r  th e  p o o r  and 

th e  b la c k .  A cco rd in g  to  M e rle a u -P o n ty , as  lo n g  as th e  s o c i a l  

s c i e n t i s t  o r  p o l ic y  s c i e n t i s t  assum es th e  r o l e  o f  " o u ts id e r "

28Lee R a in w a te r  and W illia m  Y ancey, e d s . ,  The M oyni­
han  R e p o r t  and th e  P o l i t i c s  o f  C o n tro v e rs y  (C am bridge, M .I .T . 
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 7 ), p .  24.
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d o in g  so m e th in g  f o r  t h e s e  p e o p le  i n s t e a d  o f  th e  " in s i d e r "  

d o in g  so m e th in g  w i th  th o s e  p e o p le ,  he rem a in s  com m itted  to  a 

n o n - l i b e r a t o r y  r o l e  o f  A dvocate  n o t  f o r  t h e  p e o p le ,  b u t  f o r  

th e  p o w e r -b ro k e r s .

In  th e  M oynihan R e p o r t on th e  N egro  f a m i ly ,  " d o in g  

so m eth in g  f o r  t h e s e  p e o p le "  was r e v e a l e d  i n  a s p e c i a l  r e s e a r c h  

r e p o r t  f o r  th e  i n t e r n a l  u se  o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t. The r e p o r t  r e ­

v e a le d  a p a t t e r n  o f  i n s t a b i l i t y  in  th e  N egro f a m ily  s t r u c t u r e  

w hich r e p r e s e n te d  a " ta n g le  o f  p a th o lo g y . . .  c a p a b le  o f  p e r ­

p e tu a t in g  i t s e l f  w i th o u t  a s s i s t a n c e  from  th e  w h ite  w o r ld ." 29 

In  a d d i t i o n ,  M oynihan adduced  e v id e n c e  to  show t h a t  i l l e g i t i m ­

a c y , crim e and ju v e n i l e  d e lin q u e n c y ,  d r o p -o u t  r a t e s  and  un­

em ploym ent w ere " c a u s a l ly "  c o n n e c te d  t o  f a m ily  s t r u c t u r e . 20 

The s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  h a s  h e re  u n c o v e re d  a c a se  o f  d e v ia n t  s o ­

c i a l  p a th o lo g y ,  th e  c u re  f o r  w hich  i s  t o  change  th e  d e v ia n t s ,  

n o t  th e  sy s te m . C h r i s to p h e r  Je n ck s  c r i t i c i z e s  M o y n ih an 's  

c o n s e r v a tiv e  a n a ly s i s  b e c a u se  " th e  g u id in g  a ssu m p tio n  i s  t h a t  

s o c i a l  p a th o lo g y  i s  c a u se d  l e s s  by b a s i c  d e f e c t s  i n  th e  s o c i a l

I b i d . , p .  42.

20In  a  p e r c e p t iv e  a r t i c l e ,  W illia m  Ryan c r i t i c i z e s  
The M oynihan R e p o r t  f o r  d raw in g  i n e x a c t  c o n c lu s io n s  from  weak 
and i n s u f f i c i e n t  d a ta ;  e n c o u ra g in g  a new form  o f  s u b t l e  r a c is m  
w hich he c a l l s  " sa v ag e  d i s c o v e r y ,"  i . e . ,  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  i s  
th e  w eak n esses  and d e f e c t s  o f  th e  N egro h im s e lf  t h a t  a c c o u n t 
f o r  th e  p r e s e n t  s t a t u s  o f  i n e q u a l i t y  b e tw een  N egro and w h i te ;  
and f o r  i n t e r p r e t i n g  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  c a u se -a n d -  
e f f e c t  te rm s . See "S avage  D isc o v ery : The M oynihan R e p o r t,"  
in  I b i d . , p .  458.
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sy s te m  th a n  by  d e f e c t s  in  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d iv i d u a l s  and  g ro u p s 

w hich  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  a d ju s t i n g  to  th e  s y s t e m ." ^

The m a jo r  co n c e rn  o f  th e  P u b l ic  A dvocate  i s  n o t  know­

le d g e  in  i t s e l f  by th e  p o l ic y  r e le v a n c e  o f  h i s  r e s e a r c h  f i n d ­

in g s .  When h e  w r i te s  "a  p o le m ic  w hich  makes u se  o f  s o c i a l  

s c ie n c e  te c h n iq u e s  and f in d in g s  t o  c o n v in c e  o t h e r s , "  i t  sh o u ld

be  c l e a r  t h a t  he  e x p e c ts  t h a t  " th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  d a ta  he
32c o u ld  b r in g  to  b e a r  w ould  have  a p e r s u a s iv e  e f f e c t . "

T h e r e f o r e ,  th e  s c h o la r ly  o r  " s c i e n t i f i c "  q u a l i t y  o f  h i s  r e ­

s e a r c h  o r  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  r e le v a n c e  f o r  th o s e  he w a n ts  t o  do 

s o m eth in g  f o r  w ou ld  seem  to  be  o f  o n ly  se co n d a ry  im p o r ta n c e . 

The P u b l ic  A dvoca te  i s  co m m itted  p r im a r i ly  to  a d v o c a t in g  ways 

by w hich  th e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  can  be made to  fu n c ­

t i o n  b e t t e r .  However b ro a d  a ra n g e  o f  r e s e a r c h  o r  p o l ic y  

t h i s  may i n c lu d e ,  i t  i s  n o n th e le s s  l im i t e d  to  th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

p a ra m e te r s  o f  th e  sy s te m , and th u s  i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  th e  P u b l ic  

A dvoca te  a lw ays te n d s  t o  t e l l  th e  g o v ern m en t w hat i t  w a n ts  t o  

h e a r ,  i . e . ,  t o  c o n s ta n t ly  r e - e n f o r c e  e x i s t i n g  m yths and id e o ­

l o g ie s  o r  c r e a t e  " a  new s e t  o f  m yths t o  j u s t i f y  th e  s t a t u s  
33q u o ."  In  no way does t h i s  q u a l i f y  th e  P u b l ic  A dvocate  as 

an o b j e c t iv e  o r  v a lu e - f r e e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t .

31"The M oynihan R e p o r t ,"  i n  i b i d . , p .  443.

32 t u - jI b i d .
33W illia m  Ryan, o p . c i t . , p .  465.
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A c c o rd in g  to  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s p h en o m e n o lo g ic a l p e r ­

s p e c t i v e ,  th e  P u b l ic  A dvocate  o p e ra te s  o u t s id e  th e  d i a l e c t i c  

o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  b e c a u se  h i s  r o l e  as a d v o c a te  f o r  th e  

g overnm ent p u ts  him  in  c o n t r a d ic t io n  w ith  h i s  r o l e  as ad v o ­

c a te  f o r  t h e  p e o p le .  The i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  does n o t  h o ld  

b e c a u s e  th e  P u b l ic  A dvocate  makes c h o ic e s  in  f a v o r  o f  one 

s id e  ( th e  governm ent) o v e r  th e  o t h e r .  More im p o r ta n t ly ,  th e  

f a i l u r e  o f  th e  P u b l ic  A dvocate  to  re c o g n iz e  th e  i n s i d e r ' s  

v iew  o f  r e a l i t y ,  o f  s o c i a l  demand, and p o l ic y  g o a ls  o c c u rs  

b e c a u s e  h e  i s  and  o u t s id e  o b s e rv e r ,  n o t  an i n s i d e  p a r t i c i p a n t .  

In  b o th  c a s e s ,  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a p p ro a c h  o f  M e rle au -P o n ty  

goes b eyond  th e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  b e h a v io r a l  p o l ic y  s c ie n c e .  

J u l i u s  L e s te r  h a s  c o r r e c t l y  p e rc e iv e d  th e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

f u n c t io n  o f  th e  P u b l ic  A dvocate  when he s a y s ,  "Bang! Bang!

Mr. M oynihan ," b e c au se

som ehow .. .n o th in g  i s  t r u e  f o r  a w h ite  man u n t i l  
a  w h i te  man sa y s  i t .  L e t  th e  b la c k  s a y  th e  same 
t h in g  and  i t  w i l l  n o t  be h e a rd ,  o r ,  i f  h e a rd , 
ig n o re d .  L e t  a  w h i te  man say  i t  and i t  becomes 
t r u t h .  I t  s h o u ld  b e  o b v io u s  why i t  w i l l  be  th e  
M oynihans we go a f t e r  f i r s t  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  so u ­
t h e r n  s h e r i f f . 34

The c a se  o f  th e  P e r s u a s iv e  N e u t r a l i s t  a p p e a rs  on th e  

s u r f a c e  t o  be  a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  f i r s t  two ty p e s .  

The New M andarin  and th e  P u b l ic  A dvocate  a r e  id e o lo g u e s  f o r  

th e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  sy s te m  who u se  t h e i r  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  know­

34 Look O u t, W h itey i B lack  P o w er 's  Gon1 G et Your Mama! 
(New York: Grove P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ), p . 54.
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le d g e  i n  one form  o r  a n o th e r  to  s e rv e  th e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 

p o l i c i e s .  H ow ever, th e  P e r s u a s iv e  N e u t r a l i s t  i s  a p r o f e s ­

s io n a l  m e th o d o lo g is t  c o n c e rn e d  " s t r i c t l y "  w ith  th e  te c h n iq u e s  

and know ledge b ro u g h t  f o r t h  by th e  s c i e n t i f i c  o r  " b e h a v io r a l"  

r e v o l u t io n  in  th e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e s .  H is s tu d i e s  a r e  g e n e r a l ly  

n o t  p o l i c y - o r i e n t e d ,  th ough  he c la im s  t h a t  p o l ic y  s tu d i e s  

may a l s o  be  " o b je c t iv e " 33 and  he  eschew s any s ig n  o f  id e o lo ­

g i c a l  i n t e n t  in  h i s  r e s e a r c h .  The P e r s u a s iv e  N e u t r a l i s t ,  n o t  

u n l ik e  th e  o t h e r  ty p e s ,  h as  a  c a l l i n g ,  b u t  h i s  i s  to  s c ie n c e  

n o t  to  p o le m ic s ,  dogma o r  id e o lo g y .  H is m ain f u n c t io n  i s  to  

c u m u la te  know ledge a b o u t  th e  s o c i a l  w o r ld , t o  d e s c r i b e ,  u n d e r­

s ta n d  and  i n t e r p r e t  r e a l i t y ,  n o t  to  change i t . 36

I n  my v iew , h o w ev er, th e  P e r s u a s iv e  N e u t r a l i s t  i s  

e q u a l ly  s u b je c t  to  th e  c la im  o f  n o n - o b je c t i v i t y ,  o f  id e o lo g y  

and n o n -se n s e  s t a t e d  ab o v e . The v iew , f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  o n e 's  

r e s e a r c h  o b j e c t iv e  i s  to  d e s c r ib e  r e a l i t y  b u t  n o t  to  change  o r  

c r i t i c i z e  i t ,  i s ,  I  w ould  a rg u e ,  fu n d a m e n ta l ly  c o n s e r v a t iv e  

and w i l l  g e n e r a l ly  t e n d  to  r e - e n f o r c e  e x i s t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

and s o c i a l  p a t t e r n s .  B ut I  th in k  th e  c r i t i q u e  can  go f u r t h e r  

th a n  I  h av e  th u s  f a r  s u g g e s te d .

F i r s t ,  b e h a v io r a l  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  make th e  b a s i c  

c la im  t h a t  th e  w o r ld  o f  th o u g h t  and know ledge i s  o b j e c t iv e  and

33H einz E u la u , The B e h a v io ra l  P e r s u a s io n  i n  P o l i t i c s
(New Y ork: Random H ouse, 1 9 6 3 ) , p p . 1 3 6-137 .
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r a t i o n a l .  The s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  so  o r i e n t e d  a d a p ts  th e  i n t e l ­

l e c t u a l  p o s tu r e  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  s c i e n t i s t  whose m ain f u n c t io n  

i s  to  o b s e rv e  th e  phenom ena o f  h i s  ch o sen  s p h e re  o f  s o c i a l  

r e a l i t y  and o r g a n iz e  h i s  d a ta  in  such  a  way t h a t  h e  w i l l  be  

a b le  to  u n d e rs ta n d ,  i n t e r p r e t  an d , h o p e f u l ly ,  e x p la in  t h a t  

segm ent o f  th e  w o r ld  u n d e r  o b s e r v a t io n .  H is work i s  p ie c e m e a l;  

he t h e o r i z e s  and h y p o th e s iz e s  and l a t e r ,  by em plo y in g  th e  

te c h n iq u e s  o f  m odern te c h n o lo g y  and s c ie n c e ,  c u m u la te s  d a ta ,  

r e p l i c a t e s  e x p e r im e n ts ,  am asses e v id e n c e  f o r  h i s  p r o p o s i t io n s .

In  a l l  e v e n ts ,  h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  th e  work o f  th e  r a t i o n a l  t h in k e r ,  

th e  " s c i e n t i s t , "  who i s  c o n s t r a in e d  in  h i s  s o c i a l  i n q u ir y  by 

th e  s e l f - im p o s e d  r u l e s  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  sc ie n c e s  to  se e  th e  

w o rld  from  th e  o u t s i d e ,  as a n e u t r a l  o b s e r v e r .  He i s  con­

s t r a i n e d  in  h i s  v iew  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  b e c a u s e  f o r  him  th e  w o rld  

i s  w hat " I  th in k "  n o t  w hat " I  l i v e  th ro u g h ."  T h is  w o rld  o f  

s c ie n c e  i s  th e  n a tu r a l  o r  p h y s ic a l  w o rld  w hich r e a s o n  a lo n e  

( s c i e n t i f i c  o r  c o n c e p tu a l  know ledge) can  h a rn e s s ;  b u t  i t  i s  

n o t  th e  w o r ld  o f  man and s o c ie t y  w hich i s  a lw ays composed o f  

re a s o n  and u n re a s o n , p r e c o n c e p tu a l  o r  common s e n se  know ledge 

and c o n c e p tu a l  k n o w led g e , th o u g h t and a c t i o n ,  o b j e c t iv e  and  

e x t e r n a l  phenom ena as w e l l  as s u b je c t iv e  and i n t e r n a l  phenom ena. 

In  s h o r t ,  f o r  th e  b e h a v io r a l  s c i e n t i s t ,  " s c i e n t i f i c "  know ledge 

can overcom e i r r a t i o n a l i t y ,  c o n tin g e n c y  and  s u b j e c t i v i t y .  How­

e v e r ,  th e  know ledge o f  b e h a v io r a l  s c i e n t i s t s  i s  l im i t e d  to  

w h at W illia m  Jam es c a l l e d  "k n o w le d g e -a b o u t"  o r  th o u g h t  know­
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le d g e  w hich  he d i s t i n g u i s h e s  from  "know ledge by a c q u a in ta n c e "

o r  f e l t  k now ledge . To b e  e m p i r ic a l ,  a c c o rd in g  to  Jam es and

co n tem p o ra ry  p h e n o m e n o lo g is ts ,  r e q u i r e s  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  and

e lu c i d a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  know ing and m eaning

c o n s t r u c t i o n  i f  th e  o b j e c t  o f  i n q u i r y  i n  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  i s

th e  s o c i a l  and human w ord  i t s e l f .  F or Jam es, " f e e l i n g s  a re

th e  germ and s t a r t i n g  p o in t  o f  c o g n i t i o n ,  th o u g h ts  th e  d e v e lo p e d  
37t r e e , "  an d , t h e r e f o r e ,  a  g e n u in e  e m p ir ic ism  " c a n n o t s im p ly  

c o n s t r u c t  e x p e r ie n c e  as a  l o g i c a l  p a t t e r n i n g  t a i l o r e d  to  th e  

c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  t h i s  o r  t h a t  a n a ly s i s  o f  w hat v a l i d  p r o p o s i ­

t io n s  r e q u i r e . "  B u t "we m ust i n q u i r e  i n to  th e  ways i n  w hich  

l o g i c a l  o r d e r  can  r e l a t e  to  th e  c o n c r e t e ly  f e l t  e x p e r i e n c e . " 88

M oreover, t h e  c la im  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  in  b e h a v io r a l  s o c i a l

s c ie n c e  i s  n o t  w a r r a n te d  by f a c t s .  S in c e  o b j e c t i v i t y  r e f e r s

to  o n ly  e x t e r n a l ,  o b s e rv a b le ,  p h y s ic a l  phenom ena— th e  th in g s

o f  th e  w o r ld — i t  f a i l s  to  r e c o g n iz e  p r e c i s e l y  th o s e  human and

s o c i a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  w h ich  a l s o  in c lu d e  i n t e r n a l ,  s u b j e c t iv e ,

and p s y c h ic a l  phenom ena. What i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e

i s  th e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t

Human b e h a v io r  i s  n e i t h e r  a  s e r i e s  o f  b l i n d  
r e a c t io n s  t o  e x t e r n a l  " s t i m u l i , "  n o r  th e  p r o ­
j e c t  o f  a c t s  w h ich  a r e  m o tiv a te d  by th e  p u re

"^ W illiam  Jam es, P r in c i p l e s  o f  P sy c h o lo g y , V o l. 1 ,
p . 227.

38Eugene T. G e n d lin , E x p e r ie n c in g  and th e  C r e a tio n  o f  
M eaning (G lencoe: F re e  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 2 ) , p p . 9 and 139.
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id e a s  o f  d ise m b o d ie d , w o rd le s s  m ind. I t  i s  
n e i t h e r  e x c lu s iv e ly  s u b je c t iv e  n o r  e x c lu ­
s iv e l y  o b j e c t iv e ,  b u t  a d i a l e c t i c a l  i n t e r ­
change  b e tw een  man and th e  w o r ld ,  w h ich  can ­
n o t  be  a d e q u a te ly  e x p re s s e d  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  c a u ­
s a l  t e r m s . 39

To p u t  i t  i n  o th e r  w o rd s, human b e h a v io r  and  human know ledge 

a r e  n e i t h e r  e x c lu s iv e ly  n o n s e n s ic a l  o r  i r r a t i o n a l  n o r  e x ­

c lu s i v e ly  s e n s i c a l  o r  r a t i o n a l .  The q u e s t  f o r  e x c lu s i v i t y  

from  e i t h e r  s id e  h a s  no s c i e n t i f i c  fo u n d a t io n  in  r e g a r d  to  

men and s o c i e t y .  To th e  c o n t r a r y ,  b e h a v io r a l  s c ie n c e  i s  

p r im a r i ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e o ry  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and s c i e n t i f i c  

t e s t a b i l i t y  r a t h e r  th a n  s o c i a l  t e n a b i l i t y . M odels te n d  t o  be  

v iew ed  a s  t h e o r i e s  (p ro v a b le  o r  d i s p r o v a b le  c a u s e - e f f e c t  

p r o p o s i t io n s )  w hich  p u r p o r t  to  f o r e c a s t  p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t s ,  i . e .  

game th e o r y  o r  th e  domino t h e o r y . ^  R e p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  e x p e r i ­

m ents o r  u n i fo r m i ty  o f  d a ta  a re  g iv e n  th e  s t a t u s  o f  c a u s a l  

e x p la n a t io n .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  Max W eber a s s e r t s  t h a t

. . . I f  ad eq u acy  in  r e s p e c t  to  m eaning  i s  l a c k ­
i n g ,  th e n  no m a t t e r  h ig h  h ig h  th e  d e g re e  o f  
u n i fo r m i ty  and how p r e c i s e l y  i t s  p r o b a b i l i t y  
can  be  n u m e r ic a l ly  d e te rm in e d ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  
an in c o m p re h e n s ib le  s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  
w h e th e r  d e a l in g  w ith  o v e r t  o r  s u b je c t iv e  p ro ­
c e s s e s .  41

In  o r d e r  to  a v o id  th e  o b j e c t iv i s m  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m  

o f  s c ie n c e ,  one m u st re c o g n iz e  t h i s  dep en d en ce  o f  c o n c e p tu a l i ­

39 F o rw a rd ,"  i n  M aurice  M e rle a u -P o n ty , SB, p p . x v - x v i .
40W ormuth, o p . c i t . , p . 816.
41 The Theory o f  S o c ia l  and Econom ic O r g a n iz a t io n  (New 

York: F re e  P r e s s ) , p . 887

R ep ro d u c ed  with p e rm ission  o f  th e  copyright ow n er. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout p erm ission .



www.manaraa.com

z a t io n  on th e  p re c o n c e p tu a l  l i f e - w o r l d ,  w hich  H u s s e r l  c a l l e d

th e  L e b e n s w e lt , b e c a u s e :

The w hole  u n iv e r s e  o f  s c ie n c e  i s  b u i l t  upon th e  
w o rld  as d i r e c t l y  e x p e r ie n c e d ,  and i f  we w an t t o  
s u b je c t  s c ie n c e  i t s e l f  to  r ig o r o u s  s c r u t in y  and 
a r r i v e  a t  a  p r e c i s e  a s se s s m e n t  o f  i t s  m eaning 
and  sc o p e , we m ust b e g in  by reaw ak en in g  th e  b a s ic  
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t h e  w o r ld  o f  w hich  s c ie n c e  i s  t h e  
s e c o n d - o r d e r  e x p r e s s i o n . . . .  To r e t u r n  to  t h in g s  
th e m s e lv e s  i s  to  r e t u r n  to  t h a t  w o rld  w hich  p r e ­
c e d es  kn o w led g e , o f  w h ich  know ledge s p e a k s , and 
in  r e l a t i o n  to  w hich e v e ry  s c i e n t i f i c  s c h e m a ti -  
z a t i o n  i s  an a b s t r a c t  and d e r i v a t i v e  s ig n - la n g u a g e ,  
a s  i s  g eo g rap h y  in  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  c o u n tr y s id e  in  
w hich  we have  le a r n e d  b e fo re h a n d  w hat a  f o r e s t ,  a 
p r a i r i e  o r  a r i v e r  i s . 42

In  so  f a r  a s  b e h a v io r a l  s c i e n t i s t s  ig n o re  t h i s  s o c i a l  " r e a l i t y ,  

i n  so  f a r  a s  th e y  f a i l  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  s c i e n t i f i c  f a c t s  o r  

n a t u r a l  r e a l i t y  from  w o rld  f a c t s  o r  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  t h e i r  

r e s e a r c h  te n d s  to  o b j e c t i f y  o r  r e i f y  human and s o c i a l  mean­

in g s .  T h e re  can  b e  no d o u b t t h a t  b e h a v io r a l  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  

h a s  am assed  " k n o w le d g e -a b o u t ," b u t  t h e  c a p a c i ty  f o r  t h i s  

know ledge to  r e c o n c i le  i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  s o c i a l  

p ro b lem s w i th  th e  e x p e r ie n c e d  r e a l i t y  o f ,  s a y ,  th e  b la c k  pow er 

a d v o c a te s ,  and d i r e c t  t e c h n i c a l  know ledge to w ard  th e  q u e s t  

f o r  f r e e ,  c r e a t i v e  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  and  r e s p o n s iv e  s o c i a l  i n s t i ­

t u t i o n s  i s  t o d a y ,  in d e e d ,  q u e s t i o n a b le .

S econd , i t  i s  becom ing  more e v id e n t  w ith  r e c e n t  t r e n d s  

i n  th e  u s e s  o f  t e c h n i c a l  and s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  know ledge by l a r g e -  

s c a l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  s c ie n c e  and te c h n o lo g y  a re  n o t  n e c e s ­

s a r i l y  p r o g r e s s iv e ,  as i t  was once th o u g h t.  As John M cDermott

4 2 PP, p p . v i i i ,  i x .

R ep ro d u c ed  with p er m issio n  o f  th e  copyright ow ner. F urther rep rod uction prohibited w ithout p e rm ission .



www.manaraa.com

h as r e c e n t ly  n o te d :

Segm ents o f  know ledge s t i l l  b e lo n g  to  t e c h n i ­
c a l  s p e c i a l i s t s  and p ie c e s  o f  know ledge to  th e  
w e l l  e d u c a te d ,  b u t  o n ly  th e  v e ry  l a r g e s t  o r ­
g a n iz a t io n s  a re  a b le  to  i n t e g r a t e  th e s e  p r o l i f ­
e r a t i n g  segm en ts and p i e c e s  i n to  sy stem s o f  p r o ­
d u c t i v e ,  e f f e c t i v e  o r ,  more l i k e l y ,  p r o f i t a b l e  
in fo r m a t io n .  T h a t i s  th e  m ean ing  o f  t e c h n o lo g i ­
c a l  p r o g r e s s :  th e  s y s te m a t ic  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  new 
know ledge to  p r a c t i c a l  p u p o s e s . And i t  d i c t a t e s  
a c o n t in u a l  in c r e a s e  i n  th e  s i z e ,  w e a lth  and 
m a n a g e r ia l  c a p a c i ty  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  w hich  se ek  
th u s  t o  a p p ly  know ledge . C o r p o r a t io n s ,  governm en t 
a g e n c ie s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and f o u n d a t io n s  have b een  
q u ic k  to  r e s p o n d .43

In  th e  f a c e  o f  t h i s  t e c h n o lo g ic a l  e x p lo s io n  and  in c r e a s in g  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  and p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  know ledge , to  

c la im  a  n e u t r a l  o r  " o b je c t iv e "  r o l e  f o r  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  i s  

c l e a r l y  t o  f a l l  u n d e r th e  onus o f  w h at M erle au -P o n ty  c a l l e d  

" n o n s e n se ."  B r i e f l y  p u t ,  th e  f u l l  t h r u s t  o f  re a s o n  and know­

le d g e  i s  b e in g  tu rn e d  a g a in s t  i t s e l f — a g a in s t  t r u t h  and 

hu m an ity — in  f a v o r  o f  th e  dom inan t i n s t i t u t i o n s  and pow er- 

c e n te r s  w hich  a re  now te n d in g  to w ard  th e  m a n ip u la t io n , r a t h e r  

th a n  th e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  m ankind , e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  u n d e rc la s s e s .

In  s h o r t ,  th e  p e r s u a s iv e  N e u t r a l i s t  who in v e ig h s  a g a in s t  th e  

id e o lo g ie s  and u to p ia s  t h a t  w an t to  ch an g e  th e  w o rld  in  f a v o r  

o f  a s c i e n t i f i c  o r  " o b je c t iv e "  d e s c r i p t i o n  o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  tu r n s  o b j e c t iv e  know ledge u p s id e  down: a 

fu n d a m e n ta lly  a - p o l i t i c a l  p o s tu r e  becom es h ig h ly  p o l i t i c a l  o r  

id e o l o g i c a l  i n s o f a r  a s  t h a t  know ledge s e rv e s  th o se  i n s t i t u t i o n s

43 Knowledge i s  Pow er,"  The N a t io n ,  A p r i l  14, 1969,
p . 458.
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and pow er i n t e r e s t s  w h e th e r  t h e s e  be  p a c i f i c a t i o n  p rogram s

i n  S ou th  V ietnam  o r  th e  m o ld in g  o f  d a n g e ro u s  e n e rg ie s  o f

b la c k  y o u th  i n to  e s t a b l i s h e d  " le g i t i m a t e "  c h a n n e ls  in  A m eri- 
44can  s o c i e t y .  To p u t  i t  a n o th e r  w ay, th e  m eaning and  s o c i a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  r a t i o n a l  i n q u i r y  i s  i n v e r t e d — s e n se  i s  tu rn e d  

i n to  n o n se n se . (From t h i s  p e r s p e c t iv e  i t  c o u ld  b e  a rg u e d  

t h a t  th e  W a l l a c e i te s  and  New L e f t  e x t r e m is t s  and o t h e r  s o - c a l l e d  

s o c i a l  d e v ia n ts  have  c o r r e c t l y  p e rc e iv e d  th e  in s a n e  w o rld  o f  

r e a s o n  from  w hich  th e y  r e b e l . )

The s e r io u s  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  even th e  m ost s o p h i s t i c a t e d  

m ethods and te c h n iq u e s  o f  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  was u n d e rs c o re d  in  

a r e c e n t  r e p o r t  by th e  C e n te r  f o r  th e  S tu d y  o f  C o n f l ic t  Reso­

l u t i o n  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  M ich ig an  w hich  n o te d  t h a t ,  a f t e r  

e le v e n  y e a rs  o f  r e s e a r c h  u s in g  th e  m ost p r o f i c i e n t  m ethods and 

te c h n iq u e s  th e y  h ad  g o t te n  no c l o s e r  to  r e s o l v in g  c o n f l i c t  

i n  th e  w o rld  o r  e x p la in in g  th e  c a u se s  o f  v io le n c e .  In  f a c t ,  

th e  r e p o r t  s u g g e s te d ,  th e  s i t u a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a l l  c o n c e iv a b le  

e f f o r t s  to  s e a r c h  f o r  r a d i c a l l y  new m ethods o f  i n q u i r y .

F i n a l l y ,  i n  te rm s  o f  th e  i d e o l o g i c a l  im p l ic a t i o n s  o f  

s o c i a l  s c ie n c e ,  t h e  p o s ic io n  ta k e n  by some b e h a v io r a l  s c ie n ­

t i s t s  t h a t  th e  r e c o g n i t i o n  and c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  own 

b i a s e s  w i l l  be  p la c e d  in  p e r s p e c t i v e  and th e n  to  g e t  on w ith  

th e  p u r s u i t  o f  s c ie n c e  i s  r i g h t l y  a t t a c k e d  by H einz E u la u , a

44E l in o r  Graham, "The P o l i t i c s  o f  P o v e r ty ,"  i n  M. G e t t l e -  
man and D. H e rm e ls te in ,  e d s . ,  The G re a t S o c ie ty  R ead er (New 
York: Random H ouse, 1 9 6 7 ), p .  230.
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4 5w e ll  known b e h a v i o r a l i s t .  E u la u 's  v iew  i s  t h a t  o n e 's  s c ie n c e  

i s  e i t h e r  v a lu e - f r e e  o r  i t  i s  n o t .  I t  " i s  a  p ro b lem  o f  f a c t , "  

e x h o r ts  E u la u ,"  t h a t  can be an sw ered  o n ly  th ro u g h  e m p i r ic a l  

r e s e a r c h  i n t o  th e  n a tu r e  o f  s c ie n c e  as a form  o f  human a c t i ­

v i t y . " 46 The o n ly  q u ib b le  I  have w i th  E u la u , whose view  i s  

r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  o f  m o st b e h a v io r a l  th o u g h t ,  i s  th e  a ssu m p tio n  

a b o u t th e  v a lu e - f r e e  s tu d y  o f  p o l i t i c s  h e  m akes. In  r e f e r ­

ence  to  p o l i c y  s c ie n c e ,  E u la u  w r i t e s :  "The p o l ic y  s c ie n c e  ap ­

p ro ac h  does n o t  assum e t h a t  a  v a lu e - f r e e  s c i e n t i f i c  s tu d y  o f  

p o l i t i c s  i s  im p o s s ib le  b e c au se  men p u r su e  v a lu e s  th ro u g h  p o l i ­

t i c s .  In d e e d , i t  s h a rp ly  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  b e tw een  p r o p o s i t io n s  

o f  f a c t  t h a t  a re  b e l i e v e d  to  be s u b je c t  t o  s c i e n t i f i c - e m p i r i ­

c a l  i n q u i r y ,  and p r o p o s i t io n s  o f  v a lu e  f o r  w hich  e m p i r ic a l  
47s c ie n c e  h a s  as  y e t  no a n s w e r .11 A c c o rd in g ly ,  th e  p o l ic y  

s c i e n t i s t  can a v o id  v i o l a t i n g  th e  canons o f  s c i e n t i f i c  m ethod 

by r e c o g n iz in g  th e  e x is t e n c e  o f  b o th  f a c t s  and v a lu e s  and 

k e e p in g  a s u b t l e  b a la n c e  o f  d i s t a n c e  b e tw een  them . T h e r e f o r e ,  

E u la u  c o n c lu d e s ,  t h i s  ap p ro ach  "does n o t  deny t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  

r e s e a r c h  on p r o p o s i t io n s  o f  f a c t  c a n n o t  s e rv e  p o l ic y  o b je c ­

t i v e s ;  in d e e d ,  i t  a s s e r t s  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e ,  as a l l  s c i ­

e n c e , s h o u ld  be  p u t  i n  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  w h a te v e r  g o a ls  men p u rsu e

45E u la u ,  o p . c i t . , p . 136.

46I b i d . , p .  135.

47I b i d . , p .  136.
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48in  p o l i t i c s . "  B u t th e  k e y n o te  o f  E u la u 1s p o s i t i o n  g iv e s  a 

t e l l i n g  comm entary on a l l  t h r e e  a p p ro a c h e s  when he  a s s e r t s  

t h a t  s c ie n c e  i s  s t i l l  v a lu e - f r e e  ev en  i f  " th e r e  i s  n o th in g  in

h i s  s c ie n c e  t h a t  p r e v e n ts  i t s  b e in g  u se d  f o r  ends o f  w hich  he
49d is a p p r o v e s ."

D e s p ite  h i s  c la im s  o f  v a l u e - n e u t r a l i t y , H einz E u la u 's  

c o n c lu s io n s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  m ore i n s i g h t f u l :  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  i s  

a lw ays u se d  by  s o c i e t i e s  w hich  g e n e r a l ly  d e te rm in e  w h a t know­

le d g e  w i l l  be  u se d  and how know ledge w i l l  be u se d . The p u r i t y  

o f  know ledge i s  m e a n in g le s s  as lo n g  a s  t h a t  know ledge i s  u se d  

by s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  c e r t a i n  p r e s c r ib e d  p u r p o s e s .  H ence, 

s o c i a l  know ledge , w h e th e r  i t  be s c i e n t i f i c  o r  n o t ,  h a s  a v a lu e  

f o r  t h a t  s o c ie ty  and p la y s  a f u n c t io n  w hich can  m o st o f te n  be 

c a l l e d  i d e o l o g i c a l .  A la s ,  we h av e  come f u l l  c i r c l e  back  from  

th e  P e r s u a s iv e  N e u t r a l i s t  to  th e  New M andarin  and P u b l ic  Ad­

v o c a te .  The d i f f e r e n c e s  c o u ld  n o t  h av e  been  v e ry  s i g n i f i c a n t  

from  th e  s t a r t .

In  c o n c lu s io n ,  th e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  b e h a v io r a l  p o l i t i c a l  

s c ie n c e  a s  s e e n  th ro u g h  th e  p h en o m e n o lo g ic a l c r i t i q u e  have  

now b een  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  The c a se  s tu d y  a n a ly s i s  

em ployed in  t h i s  c h a p te r  n o t  o n ly  sh e d s  new l i g h t  on th e  l i m i ­

t a t i o n s  o f  b e h a v io r a l  m ethod and  i t s  i d e o l o g i c a l  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n

48 E u la u , o p . c i t . , p p . 1 3 6 -1 3 7 .
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b u t  a l s o  l a y s  th e  fo u n d a t io n  f o r  m oving beyond c r i t i c i s m  to  

a new p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  b o th  i n  term s o f  m ethodo logy  and p o l i ­

t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .

The o v e r r id in g  c r i t e r i o n  o f  t h i s  c r i t i q u e  i s  t h a t  b e ­

h a v io r a l  m eth o d o lo g y  i s  i n e x t r i c a b ly  l in k e d  t o  a n a rro w -ra n g e , 

c o m p la is a n t ,  and  c o n s e r v a t iv e  i d e o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  P o l i ­

t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  em ploy m a th e m a tic a l  m o d e ls , d a ta  c o l l e c t i o n  

and o t h e r  t e c h n iq u e s  a d a p te d  from  n a tu r a l  s c ie n c e  m ethods and 

u se  th e s e  te c h n iq u e s  and s k i l l s ,  by and  l a r g e ,  i n  th e  s e r v i c e  

o f  A m e ric a 's  pow er s t r u c t u r e .  The p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l c r i t i q u e  

d e m o n s tra te s  th e  i n t e g r a l  dev e lo p m en t o f  th e s e  two f e a t u r e s  

o f  A m erican  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e .  In  a w o rd , th e  m ethods a d o p te d  

by p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  a re  n o t  v a lu e - f r e e  w h ile  th e  c h o ic e s  o f  

p o l ic y  o b j e c t iv e s  a r e  n o t  a c c i d e n ta l .
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Chapter VI

CONCLUSION

The p h i lo s o p h e r 's  ro a d  may be  
h a rd ,  b u t  we can  a t  l e a s t  be 
s u re  t h a t  each  s te p  p o i n t s  a  
way f o r  th o s e  to  come. In  
p o l i t i c s ,  one h as  t h e  o p p re s ­
s iv e  s e n s a t io n  o f  b l a z in g  a 
t r a i l  w hich m ust be  e n d le s s ly  
r e o p e n e d .1

T h is  t h e s i s  i s  d e v o te d  to  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l m arxism  

o f  M e rle au -P o n ty  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e v e lo p  a  co m p reh en siv e  m ethodo­

l o g i c a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  c r i t i q u e  o f  b e h a v io r a l  p o l i t i c a l  s c i ­

en ce  and so  a s  to  d ev e lo p  th e  fo u n d a t io n s  f o r  an a l t e r n a t i v e  

s o c i a l  t h e o r y .

The f i r s t  t a s k  h a s  b een  c r i t i q u e .  T h is  i s  th e  o v e r r i d ­

in g  n eed  in  an age in  w hich h a rd e n e d  id e o lo g ie s  and  s t a t i c  

p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  a re  s u p p o r te d  and r e in f o r c e d  by  s o c i a l  

s c ie n c e  kn o w led g e , te c h n iq u e s  and m eth o d s. As lo n g  as b e h a -  

v i o r a l i s t  m ethodo logy  and th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  s t a t u s  o f  s o c i a l  

s c ie n c e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  s e rv e s  A m erican im p e r ia l is m  a t  home and 

a b ro a d , th e  t a s k  o f  c r i t i c a l  o r  r a d i c a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w i l l  

c o n tin u e  to  be to  u n co v e r th e  m yths o f  s c i e n t i f i c  o m n isc ie n c e  

and  p o l i t i c a l  b e n e v o le n c e  t r e a t e d  in  t h i s  t h e s i s .  T h is  t h e s i s  

h a s  d e m o n s tra te d  t h a t  th e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  demands o f  b e h a v io r a l
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s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  a re  i n e x t r i c a b ly  t i e d  to  th e  u s e s  o f  s o c i a l  

know ledge: ( s o c i a l )  s c ie n c e  and te c h n o lo g y ,  s o c i a l  th e o ry  and

p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  (p o lic y -m a k in g )  h av e  been  shown t o  be  w elded  

to g e t h e r  by h i s t o r i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  a s  w e l l  as  m e th o d o lo g ic a l ly  

and i d e o l o g i c a l l y .

P e rh a p s  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  new a b o u t th e  m a s te rs  o f  know­

le d g e  s e r v in g  th e  m a s te rs  o f  pow er and w e a l th .  However, th e  

p u rp o se  o f  th e  c r i t i q u e  in  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  b a s e d  on th e  view  

t h a t  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  n eed  to  c o n tin u e  to  s t r e n g th e n  th e  

c r i t i c a l  th e o r y  o f  s o c ie ty  as  a  way to w a rd  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e i r  a l t e r n a t i v e  a p p ro a c h e s  w ith  a 

v iew  to w a rd  r e l a t i n g  th e o ry  to  p r a c t i c e .  In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  

s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  c r i t i q u e  o f  b e h a v io r a l is m  m ust go beyond 

c r i t i c i s m  to w a rd  a c o n t i n u a l l y  renew ed q u e s t  f o r  th e  r o o ts  

o f  s o c i a l  th e o r y  w hich can s e rv e  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th o s e  m ost 

in  need  o f  s o c i a l  change. T h u s, t h i s  a u th o r  i n t e r p r e t s  th e  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l m arxism  o f  M e rle au -P o n ty  n e i t h e r  as  a v a lu e -  

f r e e  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  n o r  as m ere ly  a  p o l i t i c a l  id e o lo g y  f o r  th e  

new m ovements f o r  s o c i a l  change in  t h i s  c o u n tr y .  R a th e r ,  th e  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l m arxism  and 

i t s  r e le v a n c e  f o r  s o c i a l  th e o ry  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  r e s t s  on 

th e  l i n k  b e tw een  m ethodo logy  and id e o lo g y ,  t h a t  i s ,  a  commit­

t e d  s o c i a l  th e o r y  w hich  i s  a d d re s s e d  t o  th o s e  h i s t o r i c a l  e f f o r t s  

t o  a t t a i n  p r o g r e s s iv e ,  l i b e r a t o r y  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n .

The c r i t i c i s m  o f  b e h a v io r a l is m  does n o t  r e s t  s o l e l y  on
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th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  a p p ro a c h  to  s o c i a l  s c ie n c e  f a i l s  t o  m a in ta in  

v a lu e  n e u t r a l i t y .  R a th e r ,  th e  c r i t i q u e  i s  tw o fo ld :  f i r s t ,  

t h a t  b e h a v io r a l i s m  c la im s  to  r e p r e s e n t  so m eth in g  w hich  i t  

i m p l i c i t l y  o r  e x p l i c i t l y  r e j e c t s  b o th  i n  te rm s o f  m ethodo­

l o g i c a l  p r in c i p l e s  and  p o l i t i c a l  id e o lo g y  and a d v is o r y  p o l i c y ­

m ak ing— v a lu e  n e u t r a l i t y ;  and  se c o n d , t h a t  b e h a v io r a l i s m  i s ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  an i l l u s o r y  m eth o d o lo g y  in  s u p p o r t  o f  n o n - p ro g r e s ­

s i v e ,  n o n - l i b e r a t o r y  p o l i t i c s .  The p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l m arxism  

o f  M e rle a u -P o n ty  b e g in s  w ith  a r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  i n t e r r e ­

l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  th e o r y  and p r a c t i c e  b e c a u se  t h i s  a p p ro ach  

a sk s  d i f f e r e n t  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  and u p h o ld s  

d i f f e r e n t  o b j e c t iv e s .

M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l m arxism  o f f e r s  a new 

s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t io n s  i n to  s o c i a l  

know ledge and s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  w hich  may have  f a r r e a c h in g  r e l e ­

v ance  f o r  th o se  new m ovem ents f o r  s o c i a l  ch an g e. F i r s t ,  

th e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  m u l t ip l e  l e v e l s  o f  r e a l i t y  

i n  M e rle a u -P o n ty 1s th e o r y  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  i n  sh a rp  

c o n t r a s t  t o  b e h a v i o r a l i s t  o b j e c t iv i s m ,  and e s t a b l i s h e s  th e  

b a s i s  f o r  a r a d i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  th e o r y  and a c t i o n  w hich 

r e c o g n iz e s  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw een  s u b je c t  

and o b j e c t ,  s c i e n t i f i c  know ledge and common s e n se  know ledge , 

c o n s c io u s n e ss  and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  F o llo w in g  t h i s  p e r s p e c ­

t i v e ,  s o c i a l  th e o r y  i s  o p e n , th o u g h  n o t  e x c lu s i v e l y ,  to  

’S c i e n t i f i c "  know ledge o r  t e c h n i c a l  know-how f o r  t h e  p u rp o se s
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o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g  and e x p la in in g  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  S o c ia l  th e o r y  

i s  o p e n , m o re o v e r, to  th e  e v e ry d a y  common se n se  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  

n e e d s ,  i n t e r e s t s  o f  o r d in a r y  p e o p le  b e c a u s e  i t  t r e a t s  t h e i r  

p e r c e p t io n s  as an e q u a l ly  v a l i d  a s p e c t  o f  th e  w o rld  o f  s o c i a l  

know ledge and  c o n s e q u e n t ly  a s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  

T h is  a p p ro a c h  to  th e o r y  i s  m ost co n d u c iv e  t o  a  v a l i d  r e s p o n s e  

to  s o c i a l  p ro b lem s b e c a u s e  i t  t r e a t s  th e s e  p ro b le m s, as  th e y  

a re  p e r c e iv e d  and  e x p e r ie n c e d  by  th o s e  m ost a f f e c t e d ,  as r e a l .

S eco n d , M e rle a u -P o n ty ' s o p p o s i t io n  to  dogma i s  a 

welcome c o n t r a s t  to  b o th  th e  r ig h t - w in g  r a t i o n a l i s m  o f  b e ­

h a v io r a l i s m  and th e  l e f t - w in g  r a t i o n a l i s m  o f  much o f  com m unist 

id e o lo g y .  He a t t a c k s  b o th  e x tre m e s  and b e g in s  th e  p r o c e s s  

o f  r e v i s in g  Marx a lo n g  th e  l i n e s  o f  a " d i a l e c t i c s  o f  am bi­

g u i ty "  o r  an e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  d i a l e c t i c s  w hich  i s  o p e n -e n d e d  

in  te rm s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  n e c e s s i t y  and  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n tin g e n c y .  

M e rle a u -P o n ty  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  m u st be  p o l i t i c a l l y  

co m m itted , and t h a t  s o c i a l  th e o ry  lo s e s  much o f  i t s  s i g n i f i ­

ca n ce  rem oved from  th e  w o rld  o f  p o l i t i c s .  At th e  same t im e ,  

ho w ev er, M e rle au -P o n ty  f a l l s  s h o r t  o f  t o t a l  com m itm ent, com­

in g  up on t h e  s id e  o f  c o n tin g e n c y  o v e r  n e c e s s i t y  i n s o f a r  as  

he rem a in s  c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  r e v o ­

l u t i o n .  T h is  ap p ro a c h  h a s  i t s  w e a k n e sses  i n  t h a t  i t  rem a in s  

h e s i t a n t  a b o u t  s o c i a l  m ovements and  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  

w here  c h o ic e  and comm itm ent i s  c a l l e d  f o r .  B ut i t  a l s o  h a s  

i t s  s t r e n g th s  s in c e  i t  q u e s t io n s  even  th e  m o st im p re s s iv e
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t h e o r i e s  and p o l i t i c a l  m ovements w h ile  re m a in in g  open to  con­

s i d e r a t i o n  to  p o s s ib l e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  e v e ry  e f f o r t  to  b r in g  

a b o u t  th e  k in d  o f  s o c i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  w hich  w i l l  make human 

i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  and t r u e  human freedom  p o s s ib l e .
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